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L'école privée fait des gains sur le public au 
Québec 

Malgré la crise économique, l'école 
privée fait des gains sur l'école 
publique au Québec, en ce qui a 
trait à la proportion d'élèves qui les 
fréquente. 

Selon les prévisions du ministère de 
l'Education, rendues publiques 
dimanche par le «Journal de 
Montréal», 12,6 pour cent des 
élèves fréquenteront le privé lors de
la prochaine année scolaire, alors 
que le public en accueillera 87,4 
pour cent. Comparativement à la 
dernière année scolaire, il s'agit 
d'une diminution de 2,1 pour cent 
pour l'école publique, et de 
seulement 0,1 pour cent pour 
l'école privée. 

En raison de la baisse 
démographique, il y aura moins d'un million d'élèves au Québec, l'an prochain, du jamais vu depuis la fin des 
années 1950. 
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La grippe A(H1N1) se transmet chez 
l'humain, mais de manière relativement 
inefficace, selon une étude 

Alors que la grippe A(H1N1) 
continue de se répandre dans le 
monde, des chercheurs américains 
pensent avoir découvert pourquoi le 
virus se propage pour l'instant à 
partir de foyers localisés plutôt que 
de faire des ravages à grande 
échelle: la faute à une protéine qui 
s'accroche difficilement aux 
récepteurs des voies respiratoires. 

Selon une étude de chercheurs du 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) de l'université de 
Harvard publiée vendredi dans la 
revue «Science», le virus de la 
grippe A(H1N1) se transmet entre 
êtres humains, mais de façon pour 
le moment relativement inefficace 
en raison de ce handicap. 

«Le virus est capable de 
s'accrocher aux récepteurs humains, mais de façon restreinte», résume Ram Sasisekharan. Cette caractéristique 
explique, selon lui, le développement de la maladie tel qu'on a pu le constater jusqu'ici: des foyers épidémiques 
contenus, parfois au sein même d'une famille ou d'une école, mais pas de propagation grave à grande échelle. 

Par ailleurs, l'étude note également que la grippe A(H1N1) est plus active dans les voies gastro-intestinales que 
le virus grippal saisonnier, causant des troubles intestinaux et des vomissements chez environ 40% des 
personnes infectées. 

Mais, prévient Ram Sasisekharan, les virus grippaux sont connus pour muter rapidement, et la moindre 
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modification de la souche du H1N1 pourrait lui permettre de devenir résistant aux traitements antiviraux actuels 
tels que le Tamiflu. 

L'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS) a relevé le 11 juin son niveau d'alerte à la grippe à l'échelon maximal 
de 6, signifiant officiellement une pandémie mondiale en cours. Jusqu'à aujourd'hui, plus de 380 personnes sont 
mortes et près de 90.000 ont été contaminées dans le monde, selon l'OMS. La plupart des cas sont bénins. 

C'est actuellement la saison de la grippe hivernale dans l'hémisphère sud, et la propagation du virus en Argentine 
a conduit certaines écoles à fermer plus tôt que prévu pour les vacances, et une province à déclarer l'état 
d'urgence sanitaire. 

Jeudi, la secrétaire américaine à la Santé Kathleen Sebelius a annoncé que les Etats-Unis fourniraient 420.000 
doses de traitement Tamiflu à l'Organisation panaméricaine de la santé pour lutter contre la maladie en Amérique 
latine et dans les Caraïbes. 

Le Premier ministre François Fillon a déclaré vendredi que le gouvernement français devait rester «mobilisé tout 
l'été», alors que le ministre britannique de la Santé Andy Burnham avait affirmé la veille que la Grande-Bretagne, 
pays le plus touché d'Europe, pourrait selon Londres être confrontée à plus de 100.000 nouveaux cas de grippe 
A(H1N1) par jour d'ici la fin du mois d'août. AP 
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Library and Archives freezes purchases 
'It's like cutting the oxygen off,' ex-curator says 
 

BY PATRICK DARE, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN JULY 4, 2009  
 

 

A moratorium on buying new materials at Library and Archives Canada has some people wondering 
whether important cultural and historical documents could be lost to the country. 

On May 19, an e-mail went out from Library and Archives informing its suppliers of an immediate halt to 
paid acquisitions as part of a review of policies by the new senior managers. It was a move that has 
shocked some librarians and archivists. 

"It's just not done. It's just silly. It's like cutting the oxygen off," said Michel Brisebois, former curator of 
rare books at Library and Archives. "That's not acceptable for a national library." 

Brisebois, who worked at the national library in Ottawa for 10 years until 2004, said Library and 
Archives has "a great collection." But it needs to be in the marketplace for books and documents to 
ensure the country's cultural memory is complete. 

He said sending out a communication to suppliers that you are no longer buying will take Library and 
Archives off the radar of people such as rare booksellers. He said this is risky because there will be 
occasions when treasured cultural materials of national significance come on the market. 

Sometimes the federal government decides to step in and set a onetime acquisition budget to get a 
special collection. But to get these national treasures, you have to be in tune with the market, says 
Brisebois. 

"I think it's very dangerous in the long run," said Brisebois. "It's a shock." 

Library and Archives Canada receives copies of books published in Canada and has material donated. 
But it relies on acquisitions for things such as books written about Canada abroad. 

David Ewens, of the Antiquarian Booksellers' Association of Canada, said dealers such as himself 
have sold all kinds of Canadiana to Library and Archives over the years, including early Canadian 
election posters and advertising posters, photographs and maps. 

Ewens noted the expenditures over the years have generally been small, though the government 
occasionally goes big with an acquisition such as the Peter Winkworth collection; 5,200 artworks, 
artifacts and historical documents acquired in 2008 to much acclaim at a cost of $6 million. 

Ewens is concerned about the implications of Library and Archives no longer buying, including the 
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possibility of rare booksellers going out of business. 

"You just can't stop preserving history," said Ewens. 

Liam McGahern, of Patrick McGahern Books in Ottawa, said important pieces of Canadian social 
history -- even as simple as parish histories -- find their way into booksellers' stores. But he said there 
are other collectors in the world who will snap up interesting Canadian artifacts and books if Canada 
does not. 

"Cultural items will be lost to the Canadiana collection," said McGahern. "The cultural world doesn't 
wait for Library and Archives Canada." 

Library and Archives declined to comment Friday. 

Library and Archives Canada used to be two organizations; the National Library and the National 
Archives. The two -- headed by national librarian and author Roch Carrier and national archivist Ian 
Wilson -- were merged under Wilson's leadership in May 2004. 

Wilson retired last April and was succeeded by Daniel Caron, a 27-year public servant who most 
recently was a senior assistant deputy minister at Library and Archives. 

Marianne Scott, Canada's former national librarian -- who is now president of the Friends of Library and 
Archives Canada -- said the organization has limited funds and a lot of issues to sort out such as what 
to do about the burgeoning quantity of self-published materials. 

But she said communication on the acquisition issue was "poor" and the lack of consultation took 
people by surprise. 

"There has been a lack of communication about what and why," said Scott, who met with Caron about 
a week ago. "There's a great concern. There may be items that are going to be missed." 

She said that in the past, the National Library sometimes delayed purchases due to budget squeezes 
but never had a blanket policy against purchases. Scott said that in areas such as the rare-book 
market, collectors often have to move quickly or the buying opportunity is lost. 
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'The kid just wants to play' 
Touted as the best 12-year-old soccer player in Ottawa — and one of 
the best in Canada — he's setting off on an international sporting 
odyssey, Martin Cleary writes. 

 

BY MARTIN CLEARY, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN JULY 4, 2009  
 

 

OTTAWA — The Kinburn kid is on the move, flashy gold soccer boots slung over his shoulder. 

Hectic times are about to hit Kristopher Twardek as he sets off on a four-month soccer odyssey 
through Denmark, Sweden, England and Brazil. 

It's the sporting trip of his young life. 

On Monday he will be in Copenhagen wearing a Dallas Texans shirt for the Tivoli Cup. The following 
week it's Gothenberg for the Gothia Cup, the world's largest international youth tournament. For both 
weeks he will be performing as a specially recruited member of the Texan team. 

Then it's on to England where Twardek will test his ability for a week at the soccer academy run by 
Everton, one of the leading teams in English soccer. This is the place where future England 
internationals have honed their teenage skills, the place where young soccer-star wannabes dream to 
be invited. 

Fast forward to October and you will find Twardek's sparkling golden feet scoring goals for Canada in 

 

 
'My favourite thing is to beat someone one-on-one,' says 12-year-old Ottawa soccer sensation Kristopher Twardek. 'I love to 
score. I've always been a good scorer.' Kristopher Twardek juggles the ball near the Kanata Recreation Centre in Ottawa, Ont., 
Jun. 26, 2009. 
Photograph by: Christopher Pike, The Ottawa Citizen 
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the Danone Nations Cup. 

And the boy is only 12. 

You need confidence to take on so much so young and the mop-haired youngster has plenty of that. 
Just ask him about the boots he inherited from his older brother Will. 

"I like to be flashy," he said. "They stand out. They say I look good in them." 

Of course, he looks good for other reasons, too. When you're being touted as the best 12-year-old 
soccer player in Ottawa -- Kinburn is a village in the old West Carleton Township -- and one of the best 
in Canada, you need more than glittering footwear to make your case. 

In his first game in the golden shoes, a critical match, the quick and talented striker scored twice. 

Small wonder Ottawa South United, his home soccer club, refers to him as this year's Golden Boy. 

"The kid has got lots of potential," said OSU operations general manager Jim Lianos in a bit of an 
understatement. He says he could have the makings of a future provincial, national and professional 
player. 

"It's unbelievable the things he can do with a ball," says Abraham Osman, his coach. Osman should 
know -- he was a talented striker himself for St. Anthony Italia and the defunct Ottawa Wizards. 

As a member of the undefeated OSU Force boys' under-12 team in the East Region Soccer League, 
he has scored 14 goals in four games, including three four-goal games. The boy joined OSU at age 
nine, after five years with West Carleton soccer, and plays at under 12 because he was 11 when the 
season began. 

"My favourite thing is to beat someone one-on-one," he said. "I love to score. I've always been a good 
scorer." 

Others, many others, have noticed. That's why this summer has turned out this way. 

Twardek, who will enter Grade 7 at Walter Zadow Public School in Arnprior in September after being a 
straight-A student at Fitzroy Centennial Public School, was the only Eastern Ontario player to make the 
Canadian team (ages 11-12) for October's 10th annual Danone Cup. 

"It will be amazing," Twardek says. "The level of competition will have the best kids from around the 
world. Canada should have a strong team, but (some of) the others may be stronger. We should finish 
middle of the pack." 
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He was selected to the national team, after being identified from 6,000 players across the country in 
local and regional tryouts, and leading his Canada East team to a 2-1 overtime shootout victory over 
Canada West. 

The Danone Cup will be the final stop on Twardek's world tour 2009. 

But, for the next two weeks, he may come from Kinburn, but he is a Dallas Texan. 

He made this team because the OSU is affiliated with what is one of the leading junior clubs in the U.S. 
Twardek was scouted by the team last summer and invited to be on their roster for the Denmark and 
Sweden tournaments. 

August will be just as special for the boy as he treads the same path at the Everton Academy in 
Liverpool as England star Wayne Rooney and a host of other top quality English professionals. 

"It will be amazing," said Twardek. "It will be one of the highlights of the summer." 

A strong showing could bring him back to the academy and may even earn him a pro tryout in future 
years. 

Osman, his coach, is overwhelmed by "his enthusiasm for the game, total dedication and the work ethic 
he brings to games and practices." 

He's also impressed by Twardek's maturity and his "professional approach" to soccer. 

"He's totally focused and is the first on the field and the last off. He runs the team warmups and 
encourages his teammates to keep pushing. He's ferocious. If the guys slack off, he lets them know. 
He's 100-per-cent dedicated to improving himself as a player." 

Regularly receiving double-team coverage by his opponents, Twardek is able to beat the coverage with 
his size (5-4), speed and knowledge of the game. His technical skills -- juggling, foot work and shooting 
-- are strong and allow him to score. 

Not only is he superb offensively, but Osman was surprised to see him play aggressive defence. 

But it's not surprising he has exceptional skills. When not practising with his team, Twardek spends an 
extra two hours a day training on the soccer field that his father Yirka built for Kristopher and Will. The 
field has two nets. 

"The kid is very dedicated," Lianos said. "He takes it upon himself to be better. 

"He's the best 12-to-13-year-old player by far. There's not anyone with that much talent and polish." 
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Twardek also has attended tryouts for the Ontario under-14 team. 

"The biggest thing is his desire," Lianos added. "The kid just wants to play." 

While Twardek is surprised he has four international assignments in the next four months, he certainly 
knows why he has earned them. 

"I'm faster than most kids," he said. "I'm bigger. I'm skilled with my feet. I have a lot of heart to make me 
better. I'm self motivated." 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Only a flight away? 
Flu went where passengers went -- to U.S. and Canada, study reveals 
 

BY MAGGIE FOX, REUTERS JULY 4, 2009  
 

 

Health experts are fond of saying any new disease is just a flight away from anywhere, and a report 
published this week shows the new strain of H1N1 flu followed the airline route map as it spread 
around the globe. 

The swine flu virus spread first and quickest in March and April of this year in the United States and 
Canada -- where 80 per cent of airline passengers from Mexico travelled in March and April of 2008, 
researchers at St. Michael's Hospital in Toronto found. 

Dr. Kamram Khan of St. Michael's and colleagues used International Air Transport Association data for 
their study. They said travel patterns were also similar in 2007 and therefore likely to be similar in 2009.

The team found a high degree of correlation between the 2008 travel patterns, the latest available at 
the time of the study, and the spread of the H1Ni virus in March and April of this year. 

"This work provides the world with a potent early warning system for emerging infectious diseases," 
says Dr. Michael Gardam of the Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Promotion. 

"Our analysis showed that in March and April 2008, a total of 2.35 million passengers flew from Mexico 
to 1,018 cities in 164 countries," Khan and colleagues wrote in the New England Journal of Medicine 
and published at http://h1n1.nejm.org/. 

Los Angeles had the most travellers, with 221,494 passengers arriving from Mexico in March and April 
of 2008. New York followed with 126,345. The first non-U.S. city was Toronto, No. 12, with 44,854 
passengers arriving from Mexico. 

The World Health Organization has confirmed 89,921 cases of the H1N1 swine flu pandemic in 125 
countries, with 382 deaths. However, U.S. health officials last week said there were likely at least one 
million cases there alone. 

The first cases were detected in two California children in April, but tests showed the first known 
infections were in Mexico. By the time they had identified a new virus, U.S. officials said it had spread 
too far to try to stop it. 

Other countries tried measures to slow its spread, but WHO declared a pandemic -- a global epidemic -
- this month. 
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"For the first time, we can quickly integrate information about worldwide air traffic patterns with 
information about global infectious disease threats," Khan said. 

"What this means is that cities and countries around the world can now respond to news of a threat 
earlier and more intelligently than ever before." 

The researchers said the U.S. and Canada together generate and receive about one-sixth of the global 
volume of international air traffic. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Toys for hire 
Lending libraries are stocked with weeks of inexpensive fun 
 

BY PAULA MCCOOEY, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN JULY 4, 2009  
 

 

TURN UP THE HEAT 

Now that summer is in full swing, it's essential to keep the kids busy at play while you work hard at 
relaxing at the cottage or by the pool. 

Buying new toys to amuse them can get expensive and let's face it: After a week or two, the novelty of 
that new board game, puzzle or plastic slide will likely wear off. 

For parents on a tight budget and children with an insatiable appetite for new toys and play equipment, 
Ottawa's toy-lending libraries are the perfect solution. 

Much like a regular book library, several Ottawa learning centres allow parents to sign out toys for two 
to four weeks. At most centres, there's no cost to borrow the toys, which are geared mostly to children 
six and under. 

The Parent Resource Centre in Sandy Hill has everything from toy boats and airplanes that fit in the 
hand of a toddler to miniature vacuum cleaners, musical activity centres and a pint-size play cottage. 

 

 
Want to borrow toys? Gudrun Klingelstein, director of the Centrepointe Toy Library, has more than 500 available. 
Photograph by: Pat Mcgrath, the Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen 
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Susan Burrows, the centre's information resource co-ordinator, says push toys are especially helpful 
when toddlers are learning to walk. 

"We have something called the Go and Grow Little Rolling Giraffe," says Burrows. 

"It's a Little Tike's toy that they can sit on and they can move their feet. It really does encourage large 
muscle movement and to help aid walking as well." 

Burrows says the concept of borrowing toys is convenient for parents because children move from one 
toy to the next quickly, especially when they're young. 

"Children's attention span is not all that great when they are little, so one toy they could lose interest in 
in two weeks," she says. 

"We also have the family playhouse, the semi truck -- things that are a little more pricey for the average 
person to purchase." 

The Centrepointe Toy Library is one of the city's largest toy-lending centres. 

It has a large selection of outdoor toys, including ride-on cars and tricycles, climbers, trains and 
"imagination toys" such as castles, which can be taken out for a maximum of three weeks. 

To borrow toys, there is an annual fee of $35 or parents can volunteer at the centre or donate toys. 

The Western Ottawa Community Resource Centre/Ontario Early Years Centre Carleton (OEYC) in 
Kinburn also offers a range of toys for babies and children up to six. 

Items include puzzles, larger outdoor climbers and plastic slides. 

Susan Wheat, one of four family resource workers who work for OEYC, says parents can borrow toys 
for up to a month. 
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