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Grade 5 student in 'love' with teacher, court hears
Woman, now 37, claims pair had a sexual relationship
BY ANDREW SEYMOUR, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

DECEMBER 8, 2009 4:09 AM

A 37-year-old woman told an Ottawa court she was in "love" with her Grade 5 teacher, who would
digitally penetrate her behind his desk at the front of the classroom while other students wrote their
tests.
Testifying in the indecent assault trial of 63-year-old Italo Medugno, the woman said she and her
teacher would regularly meet before class at Pleasant Park Public School, where he would sometimes
read poetry and talk romantically to her before the two would passionately kiss or he would digitally
penetrate her.
Sometimes she would rub his private parts over top of his jeans, she said. She said she also met
Medugno in his car after school occasionally and engage in similar sexual encounters.
The woman testified she wouldn't wear underwear to class, knowing Medugno preferred it so he could
slip his hands under her shorts and fondle her while other students were distracted.
Medugno also digitally penetrated her during a visit to her parent's cottage while her mother and father
and other family members were nearby, she alleged. All of the alleged incidents occurred between
1979 and 1981.
"We had a sexual relationship that started in Grade 5," said the woman, who can't be identified. "It was
sort of a romantic relationship as well. I am speaking from the perspective of a 10-year-old girl. That's
what it was to me."
Medugno denied the allegations, saying he never kissed, fondled or engaged in any type of
inappropriate relationship with the student, although he was aware she may have had a "crush" on him.
"I never, never touched sexually (the complainant) or any other student who were under my care during
my teaching career," Medugno told his lawyer, Frank Addario.
"Did you sexually assault (the complainant)?" Addario asked.
"Absolutely not, never happened," Medugno responded.
Medugno, who retired from teaching in 2001 after a 30-year career, testified the complainant was one
of several students who came in to class early. His classroom door was rarely locked, he testified, and
there were windows along the wall facing the school.
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Medugno said it was "preposterous" to suggest he told her not to wear underwear to class and denied
ever having any discussions with her about personal matters.
Medugno did admit, under cross-examination by assistant Crown attorney Fara Rupert, to a 1981
incident at the complainant's cottage, where she saw his exposed penis when he went to relieve
himself after drinking too much. Medugno said he left the cabin abruptly after the complainant ran off
"panicking" and never spoke to her or her family again. In an interview with police, he also
acknowledged there could have been times when he accidentally touched the girl inappropriately
during sports or other physical activities.
Medugno, a married father of two, testified the only time the girl was in his car was in June 1981, when
he drove her to Vincent Massey Park. He said she was upset he would no longer be her teacher.
The complainant testified that her parents knew she "had a very special thing" with Medugno, but
weren't concerned since he was "one of those teachers people really liked."
While she destroyed many of the love letters she said Medugno sent her, she did keep a yearbook in
which Medugno wrote, in French, "To remember me, to you and to us this year."
She testified she broke off the relationship just before the end of Grade 6 after feeling "betrayed" when
she saw another girl leaving Medugno's classroom. However, she admitted on cross examination the
dates couldn't be right since the other girl had left the school a year earlier.
She testified she came forward to police two years ago after having a daughter of her own and after
speaking with a psychiatrist, who suggested she contact police. She was also worried Medugno might
be still teaching or have grandchildren of his own.
The trial continues.
aseymour@thecitizen.canwest.com
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Rideau's reprieve: School to stay open
Trustees ask board staff for multi-school plan
BY JOANNE LAUCIUS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

DECEMBER 8, 2009 4:09 AM

Rideau High School will remain open, Ottawa public school board trustees decided on Monday night.
The trustees also voted in favour of a motion calling for the development of a plan of what to do about
the three high schools in Ottawa East and Beacon Hill: Rideau, Colonel By and Gloucester.
Only a handful of Rideau supporters were at the meeting at the board office, but they were pleased at
the speed with which the decision was made.
"It's very gratifying that the board saw the challenges and has made a commitment to support the
students at Rideau High School," said Chris Ellis, who has been spearheading an effort to keep the
school open.
Still, Ellis added, there is work ahead in increasing the number of students attending Rideau, which
currently has a population of 500, but has enough room for twice that total.
Studies indicate that schools with at-risk populations, such as Rideau, need 600-800 students to
increase the graduation rate.
School board staff had recommended that Rideau be closed next September despite the advice of a
volunteer Accommodation Review Committee that neither Rideau, Colonel By nor Gloucester be
closed.
Trustee Bronwyn Funiciello, who represents Rideau-Rockcliffe/Alta Vista, introduced the motion
supporting the ARC recommendations and requested a comprehensive plan to address long-term
enrolment and the needs of students and the community, including consultation with the communities
served by low-enrolment schools "to identify and resolve root causes of enrolment issues."
The plan would include "program pathways" to schools to increase their appeal to students, including
non-semestered options at low-enrolment schools.
She also wanted the board to review the impact of previous and future boundary changes and
additional funding for low-enrolment schools.
Low enrolment has dogged Rideau and has been a factor in identifying it as the school to close.
Although it has a capacity of 966 students, the projected enrolment next year is only 476 students.
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Of approximately 1,000 high school students who live in the catchment area, only about half choose to
go to Rideau, with the rest seeking cross-boundary transfers to Colonel By, Lisgar or Glebe.
Rideau's defenders have argued that, if more choices were not offered at Rideau, students would
continue to drift to other schools that have more options. However, as the student population dwindles,
it has becoming increasing difficult to offer a range of options for students or to introduce programs that
would entice students to Rideau.
Trustees expect board staff to come up with some short-term strategies in January, with a more
developed plan to be ready in time for budget debate in February.
However, other parents are watching the developments and wondering what it means for the other
schools in Beacon Hill and Ottawa East.
"We're very happy that they're not looking at closing any schools," said Tim Tierney, the president of
Beacon Hill North Community Association and a Colonel By supporter. "At the same time, we're
cognizant that the international baccalaureate program (at Colonel By) is on the radar."
Tierney says parents of students at Colonel By are already considering seeking legal representation to
make sure that program remains intact.
One of the possibilities suggested at Monday's meeting is that the international baccalaureate program
could be expanded to the west end of the city or centralized at another school. Tierney says that would
cost $50,000 and require two years for recertification.
Several trustees also indicated that were looking forward to recommendations aimed at tightening
transfer policies, an issue that has proven controversial in the past.
Trustee John Shea said liberal school choice had led to the declining enrolment at Rideau.
Trustee Rob Campbell said there would be no easy answers. "I don't think there's a silver-bullet
solution. I'm anticipating some changes in transfer policies."
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Postmistress who knows no French loses job in allEnglish Pakenham
BY TOM SPEARS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

DECEMBER 8, 2009 4:08 AM

Pakenham residents are losing their popular postmistress next month because she doesn't speak
French, and have started signing petitions to protest the change.
Canada Post says front-counter staff have to be bilingual everywhere in the national capital region.
Pakenham is in the national capital region, though it's not in Ottawa. Neighbouring towns such as
Carleton Place and Arnprior are not in the capital region. Their post offices can have unilingual staff.
A spokeswoman for Canada Post confirmed a bilingual postmaster has been hired to replace Jeanne
Barr, who has worked in the Pakenham post office for seven years.
There's no way to avoid the change, Martine Lépine said: The Official Languages Act obliges Canada
Post to offer bilingual service in the capital region, including Pakenham.
The post office is constantly monitoring its "linguistic compliance," she said.
"She (Barr) is protected under the collective agreement and will still get a job with us. There is nobody
being dismissed," Lépine said.
But all Jeanne Barr knows is that she's losing the job she has.
A new postmaster arrives Jan. 4. "I'll be done. I've been told I'm not allowed to work the counter any
more because I'm not bilingual," she said.
Pakenham customers are happy to buy stamps in English, she says. And she says the only people
who have asked for service in French have been "secret shoppers" -- people hired by Canada Post to
pose as customers and test the staff.
"They always do the same thing. They want two stamps and only speak to you in French."
(Barr said she has checked with her manager each time and has been told they were indeed secret
shoppers.)
"Our regular postmaster left here about three and a half years ago," she recalls. Barr and another
employee took over and shared the job for a while. For the past eight months, Barr has been acting
postmaster.
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The postmaster job has been posted five times. Barr says she applied all five times, but has never
been contacted by Canada Post managers.
Murray McGregor, who runs the 5 Span Feed and Seed store in Pakenham, has started a petition
protesting the change and says he has about 100 signatures so far.
"She's a local girl," he said. "She did a real good job up here, very local representation.
"We just think, 'Why here?' They never have to use it (French) up here."
"The post office in a small community is very much part of the community," said Shirley Fulton-Deugo,
whose family runs Fulton's Pancake House. "It's neighbours serving neighbours, so the service is much
better.
"The need for bilingual services is minimal, maybe non-existent. So we feel it's a decision made by
Canada Post (suitable) for larger communities."
She said it's "unbelievable" that a language law should require more bilingual service in Pakenham
than in other towns nearby, since they have the same type of population.
"This is a very arbitrary decision that really has nothing to do with serving the community better."
The town of Mississippi Mills, of which Pakenham forms a small part, had 11,500 residents, according
to the 2006 census. Of that, 500 people said French was their mother tongue, 205 said they primarily
spoke French at home, and 25 said they spoke only French.
Area residents are upset at losing Barr, said Shaun McLaughlin, who lives just west of Pakenham.
"She (Barr) is one of those people who knows everybody ... knows which rural route people live on. It's
a community asset. She just takes care of the people," he said.
Meanwhile, it was news to Jeanne Barr that Canada Post is still promising her a job of some sort.
"I haven't heard anything from them about it," she said. "But maybe now I will."
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/story_print.html?id=2315165&sponsor=

2009-12-08

Library, city at odds over budget | Ottawa and Region | News | Ottawa Sun

Autos

Careers

Classifieds

Page 1 sur 1

Homes

Library, city at odds over budget
Proposed cuts $300K shy of target
By JON WILLING, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 8th December 2009, 7:06am

The Ottawa Public Library board will table a 2010 budget that falls
short of a $1-million reduction target so it can offer Sunday hours in the summer and increase its holdings.
Library board members Monday found $700,000 in savings, a feat that Coun. Jan Harder, the board’s chairperson,
said surprised even her.
“We have done our due diligence,” Harder said.
The city’s audit, budget and finance committee asked the library board for the reduction in the original draft estimate,
but the board wouldn’t go that far. The library board was originally seeking a $2.7-million increase to its budget.
The new proposed budget, which city council will receive Wednesday, would allow the library to maintain its existing
service and improve some areas.
Harder said the public has been asking for Sunday service in the summer and $180,000 from the budget is expected
to cover the expenses for opening some branches. Currently, no branches — not even the downtown main branch —
have Sunday hours in the summer.
The 2008 Ontario Municipal Benchmarking Initiative, which compares various city services, found that Ottawa’s library
hours were slightly below the provincial median.
Library board members also voted to use $220,000 to increase borrowing materials.
The board deferred spending for teen services, diversity and outreach programs, social networking initiatives on the
Internet, planning and performance measurement and staff training.
Library staff were ready to hire a public information officer to help distribute noteworthy items to the media and inform
residents of library-related activities. Coun. Michel Bellemare convinced fellow trustees to defer the position and use
the money to support French-language resources, which staff originally proposed to defer.
City librarian Barbara Clubb said the proposed budget would help the library increase resources — particularly in
French — and enhance accessibility for people with disabilities.
The French-language resources are expected to help west-end branches, which have been seeing increases in
borrowed French-language children’s materials.
The library board is also keeping funding for improvements to its digital services, including the online catalogue and
other web-based services.
jon.willing@sunmedia.ca
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Reprieve for Rideau High School
By KENNETH JACKSON, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 8th December 2009, 7:03am

The Ottawa public school board voted Monday night to keep the
doors open at Rideau High School.
Trustees of the Ottawa Carleton District School Board voted 10 to 1 not to close Rideau, but a final decision will be
made Dec 15.
The St. Laurent Blvd. school was recommended for closure by staff who suggested low enrolment has made it no
longer sustainable, the board heard.
Trustee John Shea provided the motion to close the school.
"This is something I've personally struggled with. I've looked at all the information three ways from Sunday," said Shea,
adding the info clearly suggests the school should close.
He said by moving most of the students to Gloucester High School, they would benefit from increased class selection.
Also, in a few years, he said Rideau, Gloucester and Colonel By Secondary School, all schools in the Beacon Hill
area, will have a vacancy rate of more 1,300 spaces combined, the equivalent of heating and operating an empty
school.
The trustees heard from students, parents and community members at a meeting recently. Many expressed a clear
desire for Rideau to remain open.
Trustee Riley Brockington said he wants Rideau to remain open and doesn't understand why the board waited until
Rideau was nearly at half occupancy to react.
"Why do we wait until a high school gets to 500 (students) until we do this?" he said. "Why don't we react sooner ...?
That frustrates me."
Many trustees said if Rideau remains open, they need to come up with a plan to increase enrolment and resources at
the school.
That's exactly what trustee Bronwyn Funiciello is trying to do as Rideau falls in her zone.
Last night, she presented a motion directing staff to develop a comprehensive plan, as previously recommended by
the Beacon Hill-Ottawa East secondary school accommodation review committee.
That includes, engaging in long-term planning with extensive community consultation to find out why there is low
enrolment at the three high schools, increase appeal at schools and provide additional funding to low-enrolment
schools so programs can be enhanced.
Board staff were instructed to come back with some strategies based on her motion in February.
kenneth.jackson@sunmedia.ca
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Peeping Tom sentenced
By MEGAN GILLIS, COURTS BUREAU
Last Updated: 8th December 2009, 7:10am

A 22-year-old peeping Tom got a suspended sentence Monday for
ogling women in an Algonquin College bathroom then breaching bail by turning up in a high school girls’ loo.
John Nathan Nicol, who pleaded guilty to voyeurism and breach of recognizance, got credit for the two weeks he spent
in jail and will have to take treatment and stay away from schools during his two-year probation.
“Obviously this man should not be in a woman’s bathroom in public anywhere,” prosecutor Adam Zegouras said,
noting a psychiatrist put him at a moderate to high risk of reoffending.
Nicol was spotted by female students peering over the top of a stall in a college bathroom on Jan. 9. He fled but later
admitted to a security guard that he’d done it before. He was banned from Algonquin, charged and ordered to stay
away from schools and women’s washrooms.
On May 20, he was videotaped entering Cairine Wilson High School and going near the women’s washroom. Three
hours later, the vice-principal got a complaint of someone being there for a long period of time. Nicol, who’d been
hiding in a stall, fled but was later picked out of a photo lineup.
Defence lawyer Steven Greenberg said that Nicol, who was recently diagnosed with Asperger’s syndrome, looked but
didn’t touch and has learned his lesson.
“If he hadn’t learned his lesson before he’s learned the lesson by being in custody for 14 days,” Greenberg said.
megan.gillis@sunmedia.ca
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