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Vaccination contre la grippe A(H1N1) : les militaires à la 
rescousse?  
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Un conseiller municipal et un député fédéral 
unissent leurs voix pour demander aux 
autorités médicales et gouvernementales 
d’étudier la possibilité de réclamer l’aide des 
Forces armées canadiennes dans la 
campagne de vaccination contre la grippe A
(H1N1) qui se tient en ce moment dans 
l’ensemble du pays. Bob Monette, conseiller 
du quartier Orléans de la ville d’Ottawa, a fait 
parvenir une lettre à la ministre fédérale de la 
Santé, hier, l’invitant à considérer cette option. 
Celui-ci croit que plusieurs problèmes de 
distribution du vaccin sont rencontrés, à 
différents degrés, à travers le pays. Mais, 
poursuit-il, l’un des problèmes les plus 
importants est le fait que le nombre de 
personnes en mesure d’administrer le 
vaccin «est extrêmement limité».  
 
«C’est une question qui pourrait se régler en 
assignant les gens des Forces armées qui 
sont qualifiés à offrir le vaccin», écrit le 
conseiller dans une missive dont L’Express a 
obtenu copie et qui a également été envoyée 
au ministre de la Défense nationale, Peter 
MacKay, et au ministre des Transports et de 
l’Infrastructure, John Baird.  
 
Selon M. Monette, la suggestion lui serait 
venue par un commettant de son quartier qui 
est à l’emploi de l’armée canadienne. «(L’idée est venue) lors d’une discussion au travail alors que lui 
et ses collègues se demandaient comment ils pourraient faire pour fournir des ressources 
additionnelles afin d’aider dans cet effort» de vaccination, continue le conseiller.  
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Cette aide apportée par les Forces armées ferait changement des nouvelles habituellement liées 
aux militaires canadiens, poursuit Bob Monette. «La plupart des histoires à propos des Forces armées 
canadiennes et ses publicités sont orientées vers le recrutement et l’Afghanistan. Cette démonstration 
de soutien serait également un geste de bonne volonté qui les aiderait sur le front domestique.» 

Galipeau en appui  
Le député fédéral d’Ottawa-Orléans, Royal Galipeau, a de son côté offert tout son appui au conseiller 
Monette, faisant lui aussi parvenir une lettre au médecin chef de Santé publique Ottawa, le Dr Isra 
Levy. «Ces hommes et ces femmes (les militaires) ont abordé des défis beaucoup plus grands dans 
leur travail et ont des habiletés uniques qui pourraient seulement contribuer positivement à nos efforts 
collectifs concernant les tâches à accomplir», écrit pour sa part M. Galipeau.  
 
«Inclure nos médecins militaires dans ce processus renforcerait considérablement notre capacité à 
servir les Canadiens», ajoute M. Galipeau.  
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Green-bin fee will penalize people who already 
compost 
 

BY SHEILA BASLAW, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 7, 2009  
 

 

Re: Take out the trash and pay city $195, Nov. 4. 

I am outraged that the City of Ottawa is considering the doubling of our fees for garbage pickup. 

For the last 20 years I have done my own compositing using this good earth each year for my garden. I 
do not need or want the city's green bins. The city officials can have it back: Pick it up and take it away.

This is outrageous that city planning officials and councillors would consider putting this cost onto the 
overburdened taxpayers. 

Using our own compost in our gardens is good for the city and the families. We who compost now 
should be commended instead of penalized. 

Sheila Baslaw, Ottawa 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Efficient CHEO emergency staff help to cure my flu 
worries 
 

BY SONIA BERNIER, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 7, 2009  
 

 

It was such a relief to find out that our Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO) in Ottawa is so 
efficient in handling the current crisis. The staff are sensitive to parents concerned when our children 
get very sick, especially our fears about the H1N1 flu. 

With all the bad news we hear I think it would be well appreciated and reassuring for all parents to 
know that CHEO is doing an incredible job at their emergency department. 

My five-year-old daughter had a high fever of 40 Celcius (104 F) for three days since Saturday as well 
as very sore throat and sore, aching muscles -- well, I thought it might be this flu. I decided to go to 
CHEO as a precaution. 

Let me tell you, the ER nurses and doctors were amazing and friendly as well as very well organized to 
deal with so many different cases. No one except the sick and one parent could go past the hospital 
checkpoints. 

 

 
Sonia Bernier, with three of her four children, from left, Anne-Marie, 5; Renee, 2, and Melissa, 7, has high praise for CHEO staff 
in treating Anne-Marie for her suspected flu symptoms. 
Photograph by: Julie Oliver, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen 
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The CHEO prevention measures were great: sanitizers everywhere; gloves, mask obligatory and an 
escort to take your child to a dedicated room. 

The CHEO doctor and several nurses thoroughly examined Anne-Marie. They initially said she 
probably had a "moderate" case of H1N1 flu. And they also thought she would be all right to come 
home where she could recuperate and be watched for improvements. 

At the hospital, they took a swab of her throat. Within 24 hours, I was impressed to get a telephone call 
from a CHEO nurse who said the test showed Anne-Marie had strep throat. The nurse even asked how 
she was doing and if her fever had gone down. 

Honestly, I want to let the public know that as a mother of four young children, I am very proud of our 
CHEO hospital and thankful for all the staff who are working extremely hard and long hours for us. 

Thank you for all your help and dedication to our children throughout this crisis. 

Sonia Bernier, Orléans 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Bilingualism revisited 
 

OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 7, 2009  
 

 

Anyone who fears that Canadian campuses are no longer places where people can discuss sensitive 
topics should take heart at a debate that has broken out at the University of Ottawa. 

The debate is about the future of mandatory bilingualism -- specifically, about whether time has come 
to give unilingual anglophones a break and free them from the burden of learning French. To question 
the legitimacy of enforced bilingualism is controversial enough in many quarters across Canada, but it 
is doubly so at institutions such as the University of Ottawa, which have historically had a strong 
francophone flavour. 

The discussion at the U of O was provoked by the labour union representing teaching assistants, tutors 
and exam supervisors. Some union members want to abandon the policy requiring key positions on the 
union executive to be filled only by people who speak and read in both official languages. These 
members of CUPE Local 2626 want to loosen the requirements so that more people can become 
involved in the union process. 

The union's argument in favour of relaxing the language requirements are compelling. The truth is that 
despite the the U of O's historic reputation as a French-Canadian institution, some two-thirds of the 
students there today are anglophone. "The official discourse is that this is a bilingual campus, but that's 
more of a sales pitch. In student life, the language is, de facto, English, even at assemblies," said union 
executive member Eric Mallette. 

Institutions change. The U of O was also once branded as an almost exclusively Roman Catholic 
school, administered by an order of Christian brothers. A stroll through today's campus, however, 
reveals a place of great religious diversity, both among the faculty and the student body. The 
university's current president, Allan Rock, is neither clergy nor French-Canadian. Yet it's hard to deny 
that Rock's appointment was anything but an inspired one. His high-profile and clout has helped 
elevate the university. 

Part of Rock's mandate is to tap into the global intellectual market and attract the best and the brightest 
to the University of Ottawa. The union debate over bilingualism is in a sense symbolic of a desire to 
open up the campus to everyone. It is surely true that many teaching assistants -- engineers from Iran, 
chemistry majors from China, MBA students from India -- are prevented from becoming involved in the 
union's executive because they are not fully fluent in French. 

It's also no doubt true that some francophones at the university are uneasy about these kinds of 
conversations. Is it possible that someday the U of O might have a president who speaks English and 
Mandarin rather than English and French? It probably is. But again, that would be a natural 
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consequence of a globalized world, and for many people is something to celebrate rather than to 
lament. 

The discussion has only just begun. When the union motion to relax the language requirements was 
proposed earlier this week, it failed to pass because members could not secure a quorum -- which 
may, in fact, support the contention that inflexible bilingualism policies serve mainly to discourage 
participation and weaken organizations. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Steady stream of pregnant women vaccinated at 
Riverside clinic 
'There isn't too much, medially or clinically, that we can't manage' 
 

BY KATE JAIMET, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 8, 2009  
 

 

With dozens of nurses, obstetricians, anesthesiologists, and pediatricians on volunteer duty at the 
Ottawa Hospital's Riverside campus Saturday, the H1N1 vaccine clinic for pregnant women was ready 
to take anything in stride -- even the surprise arrival of a baby. 

"We fully expect we could have some (women) who are one or two weeks before delivery," said Dr. Jim 
Worthington, vice-president of medical affairs with The Ottawa Hospital, as he stood watching the 
steady stream of pregnant women arrive. "There isn't too much, medically or clinically, that we can't 
manage." No babies were born, but by mid-morning about 700 people had been vaccinated at the one-
day clinic that had a capacity to inoculate 5,500 people. 

And though women are often cautious about any kind of medical intervention during pregnancy, 
obstetrician Dr. Jessica Dy, one of the volunteers staffing the clinic, was pleased to see many of them 
taking the opportunity to get the H1N1 shot. 

"It's always a balance of risks, and we know that vaccine is safe in pregnancy, and we also know if you 

 

 
Nurse Mario Daponte prepares to give Melissa Cutler, 31, her H1N1 flu shot at The Ottawa Hospital's Riverside campus. 
Photograph by: Wayne Cuddington, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen 
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get the H1N1 flu, pregnant women can get much sicker than the average person," she said. 

"It's much harder to treat a sick pregnant women, because you don't have one patient, you have two 
patients." A lineup of about 100 people had formed by 7:30 a.m. for the clinic that opened at 7:45, 
about 15 minutes ahead of schedule. The pregnant women and their families were not forced to wait 
outside, but were welcomed instead into the hospital's foyer. 

Soon the backlog had cleared and as of mid-morning a steady stream of women and their families 
were being registered and vaccinated with little or no wait time. By later in the day Saturday, the clinic 
was made available to anyone from the high priority groups for the vaccine. 

"We haven't had a lineup all day," said Cameron Love, the Ottawa Hospital's vice-president of planning 
and support services. 

The Riverside had 40 vaccination stations, 2,000 doses of unadjuvanted vaccine and 3,500 doses of 
the adjuvanted variety, said Worthington. 

Pregnant women were welcome to bring their spouses and children for the shot, since protecting the 
entire family against the H1N1 virus helps to protect the newborn baby. 

Clinics for pregnant women were also held at the Montfort and Queensway-Carleton hospitals 
Saturday. Ottawa Hospital spokeswoman Allison Neill said 800 pregnant women were vaccinated at all 
three sites during the day. 

Worthington said the vaccine is important for pregnant women, since, although they are not more likely 
to catch the flu than anyone else, if they do catch it they are five times more likely to be hospitalized 
and three times more likely to have complications than the general population. 

And while many women have built up an immunity to the common, seasonal flu, the H1N1 is a new 
strain against which most people are not immune. 

"Some of the protectiveness of the vaccine spreads to the infants (in the womb)," Worthington added. 
"The infants will have some degree of immunity." Melissa Cutler, 31, took advantage of the clinic to get 
the vaccine for herself and her two sons, aged two and four. She said at first she was hesitant about 
the shot, as were many of her pregnant friends. 

"I've never had the flu shot, and I probably never will again. And if I wasn't pregnant, I probably wouldn't 
get it either," she said. 

But the option of receiving non-adjuvanted vaccine eased some of her anxieties, and the widely 
reported deaths of two Ontario youngsters last month -- 10-year-old Vanetia Warner and 13-year-old 
Evan Frustaglio -- finally made up her mind. 
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"I think it was when the two younger children passed away. And there was a confirmed case of H1N1 at 
his daycare," she said, motioning to her two-year-old son, Linden. 

"And then when they were doing this clinic, I thought: Ahh, no lineup." 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Nurse Mario Daponte prepares to give Melissa Cutler, 31, her H1N1 flu shot at The Ottawa Hospital's Riverside campus. 
Photograph by: Wayne Cuddington, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen 
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Ontario children get wrong vaccine dosage 
11 Brampton youngsters given adult dose 
 

CANWEST NEWS SERVICE NOVEMBER 8, 2009  
 

 

Peel Region Public Health is investigating after 11 children were given the adult dosage of the H1N1 
swine flu vaccine. 

Children are supposed to be given a 0.25 millilitre dose, but the children got the adult dose -- 0.50 ml. 

Ted Hedrich's daughter, Selena, was one of those who got the higher dosage. 

The Brampton man said it made his daughter, 3, ill, with diarrhea and sore throat. 

"I lost it, I did. I couldn't believe it," he said after the board notified him of the mixup. 

In a written statement, Peel Public Health said clinical trials showed no significant side-effects for 
children at the higher level, but that it will ensure the mistake is not repeated. 

The health board for communities west of Toronto blames the mistake on human error and says the 
nurse who administered the shot has been spoken to. 

Meanwhile, a Windsor, Ont., area health unit is investigating after players and staff of an Ontario 
Hockey Association team were inoculated against the H1N1 virus, even though some team members 
may not have been classified as high risk. 

LaSalle Vipers hockey team spokeswoman Gail Robertson said management went ahead with the 
vaccinations in consultation with team medical advisers, because one of the players contracted the flu 
in October. 

That didn't go down well with the director of health protection for the area, who said Saturday they will 
be speaking to the physician responsible. 

"Everybody is aware of what the criteria are. I'm a little taken aback," said Deb Bennett. 

It's part of what appears to be growing tension over some people getting access to flu shots ahead of 
targeted priority groups, such as pregnant women and young children. 

But the team is not the first to provoke a backlash after receiving flu shots ahead of members of the 
public who are supposed to receive priority. 

Alberta's health authority has fired two people after Calgary Flames players and their families were 
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given the H1N1 vaccine. The team's British Columbia-based farm team also got shots. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Academic theologian says science and religion will 
save planet 
Scholar to focus Ottawa talk on panentheism, which sees world as 
being contained within divine 

 

BY JENNIFER GREEN, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 8, 2009  
 

 

Philip Clayton is known worldwide for his brain-cramping books on science and religion, and for that, he 
apologizes. He promises not to do it again. He's leaping out of the ivory tower and hitting the streets. 

"I am a world-famous academic theologian. I write the brainiest, hardest books anyone could write," he 
said from his California home, where he is a professor at Claremont University College near Los 
Angeles. "Seven languages I had in one book! And I got converted. I realized, 'What's the good?' And 
that's why I'm coming to Ottawa. 

"It stems from one core conviction. I don't think that humanity will survive the 21st century without 
incredible loss of biodiversity and human and animal life, without constructive partnership between 
science and religion." 

He'll give a speech Tuesday called This Sacred World: What the New Integration of Science and 

 

 
Philip Clayton believes faith and reasons are complementary. 
Photograph by: courtesy of Philip Clayton, . 
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Religion has to say about Ecology, Politics, and Human Spirituality. It is one of 22 speeches he will give 
this year, travelling from Germany to Sweden, Britain and Australia. 

Clayton is not just another voice in the rising chorus of ecological alarm. He is reaching far deeper into 
the modern psyche, trying to show people that a complementary view of faith and reason gives us a 
fuller depth of field. 

In recent years, religion and science have been grappling over issues such as evolution and intelligent 
design, and the media has been happy to egg both on. Now everyone feels they must choose: either 
the world is a rational, cause-and-effect construct or a work of God. The former demotes faith to a 
sentiment. The latter puts the squeeze on reason. 

Clayton and many other scientists are arguing for another view: panentheism, which sees the world as 
contained within the divine. It's a more expansive idea than pantheism, which holds that nature and 
God are essentially equivalent. In panentheism, God is more than the world. 

Brian Swimme, mathematician, cosmologist and author, says the cosmos "is a continuous, radiant, 
numinous revelation. 

"This is the greatest discovery of the scientific enterprise: You take hydrogen gas, and you leave it 
alone, and it turns into rosebushes, giraffes and humans," Swimme says. 

Clayton is not expecting academic theologians to go for this theory. Instead, he thinks fewer and fewer 
people are buying into academic theology. It is already heading toward "a rarefied academic theology, 
which becomes increasingly historical, like an old cathedral in a Swedish city, where nobody goes to 
worship any more but architects and artists go to study," he says. 

Nobody will worry about whether the claims are true or not; they'll see the faith statements as cultural 
phenomena. But churches and society at large will embrace it, he believes. 

Clayton grew up in a radically atheistic family in northern California. His dad was an English professor 
for whom every novel was its own truth. 

At 14, Clayton took the only route to rebellion he could, becoming a conservative Christian. He went to 
a conservative Christian college in Santa Barbara and was "deconverted by one moment in a 
philosophy class in junior year." 

His deeply Christian philosophy professor was discussing life's big issues, when he turned to the class.

"Suddenly he stopped, and said four words that changed my life: 'These are the questions.' 

"And I got it. It's about the questions and not one particular answer." 
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The talk begins at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday at Dominion Chalmers Church at 355 Cooper St. It's free, and is 
sponsored by the Madawaska Institute for Culture and Religion based in Burnstown, Ont. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Critics attack flu-shot strategy 
Production of seasonal vaccine should have been switched to H1N1 
version sooner, doctor says 

 

BY SHARON KIRKEY, WITH FILES FROM ZEV SINGER, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE NOVEMBER 9, 2009  
 

 

With H1N1 now accounting for virtually all the flu being diagnosed in Canada, critics say Canada was 
wrong not to have halted production of the regular seasonal flu shots and switched production to H1N1 
vaccine sooner. 

"I believe that if they had made the bold and courageous decision to follow the evidence, and abandon 
the seasonal flu vaccine, that we could have had our H1N1 vaccine about six weeks earlier," says Dr. 
Richard Schabas, Ontario's former chief medical officer of health. 

"The consequence of that is that we've got lots of seasonal flu vaccine, but no seasonal flu, and not 
enough H1N1 vaccine, and lots of H1N1," Schabas said. "It's backwards." 

For the week ending Oct. 31, a total of 7,970 specimens tested positive for influenza. Overall, 99.7 per 
cent were pandemic H1N1. Infections and hospitalizations have been increasing, and most provinces 
and territories have delayed all or parts of their regular seasonal influenza programs until after the 
H1N1 vaccination campaign is complete. 

Schabas said there were early signals H1N1 would be the dominant strain this flu season. A 
phenomenon known as "strain replacement," in which the new virus replaces old ones that had been 
circulating, is a classic characteristic of a pandemic virus. 

"That's what happened in 1918, it's what happened in 1957 and it's what happened in 1968," says 
Schabas, now medical officer of health for Ontario's Hastings and Prince Edward Counties Health Unit. 

In the Southern Hemisphere, where the flu season runs from April to September, H1N1 began to be 
prevalent in May, and then increasingly became the predominant strain. 

"There was strong reason to believe that there would be strain replacement, that we would not see 
significant levels of seasonal flu activity this year," Schabas said. 

Schabas said enough seasonal flu vaccine could have been produced to offer immunization to people 
over 65, and those with chronic diseases who are at high risk of flu complications, before shifting 
production to targeting H1N1. 

"The best time to immunize is before the outbreak starts. We're not going to actually be able to even 
offer the vaccine to healthy people until the outbreaks are largely over, at least in many parts of the 
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country," Schabas said. 

"That, to my mind, makes it inappropriate to be immunizing healthy people, at least in those parts of 
Canada where the outbreaks are already past the peaks. By the time we're able to offer it in Ontario, 
this outbreak will be past its peak in Ontario." 

Canada's top doctor said that when the decision was made in July to keep producing seasonal flu 
shots, some countries in the Southern Hemisphere were seeing as much seasonal flu as H1N1. 

"Once you stop the seasonal flu production, it is done," Dr. David Butler-Jones said at a recent media 
briefing. "It meant ... a short delay, in the H1N1 production, but it also means that we have, and will 
have seasonal flu vaccine for all those who need and want it as well. 

"You would not want to be in a situation where, if we'd stopped it, we'd run out so 

we can't actually immunize against seasonal flu, and we have people seriously ill and dying from 
seasonal flu." 

Earl Brown, a University of Ottawa virologist, said it was not clear in the summer whether H1N1 would 
come back hard. As well, there were early problems with the seed strains used to grow the virus to 
produce the H1N1 vaccine. 

"The first ones were bad and the next ones weren't much better, and they had to work at it to get 
something that was even acceptable," said Brown, executive director of the Emerging Pathogens 
Research Centre at the University of Ottawa. 

"Even if they said, 'Let's stop now and go,' they weren't ready to go. If they had stopped annual flu 
production, they would have been sitting there on their hands, with idle factories without any seasonal 
flu (vaccine)." 

Seasonal flu epidemics typically last six to eight weeks, starting in December or January. The second 
wave of H1N1 appears to have begun about two weeks ago. But experts caution there isn't a pattern 
that is strong enough to predict where we are with H1N1. 

The World Health Organization reported Friday that "intense and persistent" flu spread continues to be 
reported in North America, without evidence of a peak in activity. 

According to WHO, the proportion of doctors visits due to flu-like illness has exceeded levels seen over 
the past six flu seasons. 

Typically, flu infects about 10 per cent of the population each year. In the 1918 influenza pandemic, half 
of North America's population was infected. 
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"We don't know how many people have been infected, or how this thing is going to go," Brown says. 

He cautions that hysteria can drive people to the doctor when they don't need to go. 

"You have to be careful in reading the things you normally use as signifiers, because sometimes 
they're skewed because of behaviour changes. 

"The things you can't fake are the hospitalizations and the ICU (admissions). You can't fake an ICU. 
You're either on death's door or not. Looking at those numbers; they're not at the summer levels yet." 

Priority list remains 

Ottawa residents are still being asked to stay away from the vaccination clinics until the people on the 
priority list have received their shots. 

The priority list includes: children from six months to five years of age; pregnant women; health care 
workers; household contacts and people that care for either children younger than six months or 
immunocompromised people; people 65 years old or younger with chronic medical conditions. 

- - - 

Read factsheets, Q&As and the latest info, and find the latest guide to H1N1 flu vaccine clinics 

ottawacitizen.com/flu 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Death toll grows, problems plague vaccine efforts 
Labrador woman, 63, dies of swine flu in hospital 
 

CANWEST NEWS SERVICE NOVEMBER 9, 2009  
 

 

The toll of the H1N1 virus in Canada continued to grow Sunday as health officials in Newfoundland and 
Labrador confirmed the province's third death linked to the virus. 

The death of a 63-year-old woman from Labrador, who died Saturday night in hospital and who had 
"multiple underlying medical conditions," according to the local health authority, came as problems and 
controversy continued to haunt this country's massive vaccination effort. 

In Montreal, the executive director of the Jewish General Hospital denied Saturday that 200 top 
financial donors were hand-picked to be vaccinated in the last two weeks, ahead of the rest of the 
population. 

"It just isn't true," Hartley Stern said of a Montreal Gazette article that reported that "elite donors" were 
given priority for vaccination against the H1N1 flu virus. 

"I never ever authorized people to get vaccinated on the basis of their donation." 

Stern, however, acknowledged the existence of a list of 200 volunteers -- most of whom, if not all, are 
donors -- who were vaccinated ahead of other volunteers. In some cases, volunteers were not 
vaccinated at all. 

Stern also confirmed that the Jewish General has already vaccinated at least 95 per cent of its staff, 
including such non-clinical workers as plumbers, janitors and the in-hospital printers. That would be in 
apparent violation of provincial guidelines that only health-care workers and staff who provide direct 
physical care to patients were to be inoculated immediately. 

The controversy in Montreal followed the revelation that board members of Toronto's Mount Sinai 
Hospital were offered H1N1 flu shots. A statement from the hospital said the vaccinations were given 
during a clinic that was open to the general public during a time where no shortages had been 
announced. 

Meanwhile, a Windsor, Ont.-area health unit was investigating after players and staff of an Ontario 
Hockey Association team were inoculated against the H1N1 virus, even though some team members 
may not have been classified as high risk. 

LaSalle Vipers hockey team spokeswoman Gail Robertson said management went ahead with the 
vaccinations in consultation with team medical advisers, because one of the players contracted the flu 
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in October. 

Alberta's health authority has fired two people after Calgary Flames players and their families were 
given the H1N1 vaccine. The team's British Columbia-based farm team also got shots. 

Health officials in Ontario, meanwhile, are investigating after 11 children were given the adult dosage of 
the H1N1 swine-flu vaccine. Children are supposed to be given a 0.25-millilitre dose, but the children 
got the adult dose -- 0.50 millilitres. 

In a written statement, Peel Public Health said clinical trials showed no significant side-effects for 
children at the higher level, but that it will ensure the mistake is not repeated. 

As of last week, there had been 115 confirmed H1N1- related deaths in the country, according to the 
Public Health Agency of Canada. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Veterans' tales caught on film 
In 25 years, filmmaker James Blondeau compiled a cache of about 
1,000 video interviews with veterans and others. His life's work 
culminates with an online magazine, Remembrance Days. David 
Gonczol explains. 

 

BY DAVID GONCZOL, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 9, 2009  
 

 

James Blondeau's father never talked much about his time as a soldier in the "nasty" Korean War. So 
when the filmmaker struck up a casual bar conversation in Ottawa in 1984 with James Pope, a 
tailgunner on a Second World War bomber, he was mesmerized by the man's war stories. 

"It was astounding to hear," Blondeau said. "I said, 'I have my camera out in the car -- do you mind if I 
interview you?' " 

He persuaded the now-deceased airman to sit for a filmed interview and asked Pope if he had any 
friends who would do the same. 

His camera has been rolling for 25 years, creating a film and video archive of about 1,000 interviews. 
Canadians finally get to see this cache of documentaries with the launch this month of the 
Remembrance Days online video magazine, at www.dunrobincastle.com. 

"Back then I started telling my friends, 'I'm doing these interviews,' and they said, 'Why are you wasting 
you time with these old people?' " 

Blondeau says he told them, "I'm not wasting my time. Someday in the future there is going to be some 
sort of a computer system that's going to take these interviews and break them into little five-minute 
pieces and then a child in Vancouver or Newfoundland or up north is going to be able to punch up the 
Halifax explosion or D-Day and, poof, it will come down somewhere -- and I didn't even know what the 
Internet was at the time." 

As he explains, the technology finally caught up with the idea. 

The first edition includes interviews with members of Ottawa's Cameron Highlanders telling of their 
landing on the D-Day beaches. There are videos about reunions of veterans in Oshawa, a visit to the 
Nanton Lancaster Museum, a 2008 visit by hundreds of Canadian students to the site of the Second 
World War battle of Ortona, and a documentary about the celebrations marking the 100th anniversary 
of CFB Petawawa in 2005. 

Each month, Blondeau plans to unveil a little more of the archive, which has attracted the attention of 
Library and Archives Canada. He said the institution asked him to donate the collection, but for now he 
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is holding onto his life's work. 

"It's a matter of honour and being proud of who you are and I think that is what 

my father taught me," said Blondeau. "When you hear stories about bravery and about these veterans, 
that is probably where the interest came from." 

Not all the stories have a military theme. There is the interview he did by accident with a former Ottawa 
police officer who was called to a "ruckus" at an apartment on Somerset Street one night in 1945. He 
found a group of Russians about to kill another man. The officer rushed up the stairs and stuck a gun in
the back of one of the would-be killers, effectively saving the life of Soviet defector Igor Gouzenko from 
the KGB. 

Blondeau also interviewed the last survivor of the fire that destroyed Parliament Hill in 1916, and even 
has a firsthand account from Polish leader Lech Walesa, of how he and Pope John Paul II conspired to 
end communism. He interviewed Walesa while he was waiting for a plane at an airport in Poland. 

"I've got all this stuff and I'm going to get it out to the kids so they can get a sense of pride about 
themselves as Canadians," said Blondeau. 

A filmmaker since the 1980s, his work has appeared on The Discovery Channel, YTV, Omni and CTV. 
The work has taken him to about a dozen countries and much of it involves making documentaries 
about salvage operations to recover vintage military aircraft. 

- - - 

On the Web 

http://www.dunrobincastle.com/Tributes/Remembrance_Day/RemebrDay_ndx .htm 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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WHAT WENT RIGHT  

Advance planning (1)  

Canada has had a pandemic plan of some kind since the late 1980s. After SARS killed 44 Canadians in 2003, more 
action followed: A federal chief public health officer was appointed, the Public Health Agency of Canada was created, 
and federal and provincial governments agreed on an up-to-date pandemic influenza plan. A prototype vaccine was 
tested on the H5N1 bird flu, and a stockpile of antiviral medications (for treating influenza) was set up.  

Canadian science  

The public health agency's National Microbiology Laboratory in Winnipeg was first to map the genetic code of the 
H1N1 Mexican flu virus back in April. Canadian scientists have continued to produce significant research on H1N1 
ever since, says Dr. Paul Hebert, a critical care physician and editor-in-chief of the Canadian Medical Association 
Journal. Doctors and other experts nationwide have worked closely to share information.  

Communications (1)  

As Health Minister Leona Aglukkaq is fond of pointing out, the federal government has held more than 42 press 
briefings since last spring. She has also ensured briefings for opposition politicians. Until recently, most of the federal 
government's messaging to the public was measured in tone, reflecting the nature of the illness itself for most people, 
says Dr. Richard Schabas, Ontario's chief medical officer from 1987 to 1997. Most important, Canadians know about 
the virus and are actively discussing their options.  

A good vaccine  

Canada signed an agreement in 2001 for a domestic supply of vaccine in case of a pandemic. Yes, there's controversy 
about whether we should have arranged more than one supplier, but as Aglukkaq keeps repeating, we're doing well 
compared to much of the world: almost 6.5 million doses were in the field by the end of this past week. Furthermore, 
the vaccine itself is highly effective, particularly its adjuvanted version, according to chief public health officer Dr. David 
Butler-Jones. And it's also very safe. The World Health Organization said Thursday that among the millions of shots 
given out so far this fall, no unusual side-effects have been found.  

Priority groups  

The federal, provincial and territorial governments all agreed generally on who should go to the head of the line for the 
vaccine. "There's a lot of judgment that goes into how one interprets the data to put people on those lists," Hebert 
says. "They made the right choices." After initial confusion, most Canadians, at least those who aren't professional 
hockey players, have tried to respect their place in the pecking order.  

Dr. David Butler-Jones  

Hebert thinks Canada's first chief public health officer "has done a great job" and praises the Public Health Agency of 
Canada for good advice to provincial health authorities and Canadians in general. Even politicians who are critical of 
the government's overall approach respect Butler-Jones, and many wish he had more power.  

A weak virus  

The best development, however, is that H1N1, although a pandemic, has been mild. This isn't smallpox, diphtheria or 
polio. Most healthy people will get over it at home.  

H1N1: The good, the bad, and the prickly 
By CHRISTINA SPENCER 

Last Updated: 7th November 2009, 4:59am 
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"It's a bit like being bomb-proof," says Schabas, "I'm bomb-proof if the bomb's a dud."  

WHAT WENT WRONG  

Timing  

"There were lots of reasons, even in July, to think we would see an early flu season," says Schabas. Yet Canada 
slowed vaccine production by placing an order for unadjuvanted product, which is harder to make than adjuvanted. "If 
you wanted unadjuvanted vaccine, that's fine, but because production is so much smaller, it should only have come 
after we had a large number of adjuvanted vaccine," he says.  

Federal officials did rush some vaccine out to the public ahead of the original launch date of early November, but have 
ended up having to assure people that inoculation will still be fine even if we have to wait until Christmas. Meanwhile, 
in parts of the country, experts think the flu season has already peaked.  

The World Health Organization  

Though Canada has followed the evolving advice of the international body, some people, such as Liberal health critic 
Dr. Carolyn Bennett, say we should make our judgments independently. The WHO, for instance, advised countries to 
finish production of regular seasonal flu vaccine before manufacturing H1N1 vaccine, which delayed H1N1 shots. It 
also advised making unadjuvanted vaccine available for pregnant women, which delayed the general vaccine rollout. 
The WHO came under fire from the British Medical Association Journal for what is perceived as a too-liberal definition 
of the term "pandemic."  

Communications (2)  

Health authorities over-promised and under-delivered on vaccine availability, notes University of Ottawa health 
economist Doug Angus. "Telling people that the whole Canadian population is going to be vaccinated -- the reality is 
that's not true. They don't have enough doses to accommodate even half the population," he says. "Putting out those 
kinds of false assurances I think has created some anxiety."  

In late summer and early fall, Butler-Jones was peddling a gentle line about the flu's severity, says Schabas. But when 
health officials began to worry people wouldn't get the vaccine, they cranked up the rhetoric. Then, a few weeks after 
that, "they realized they had created demand they couldn't meet. So now they're scrambling in the opposite direction." 
Communication has also been muddy around which vaccine is best for pregnant women.  

And there have been unfortunate PR tangents such as the controversy that erupted when 100 body bags were ordered 
for remote aboriginal communities in Manitoba.  

Only one supplier  

Bennett and other opposition politicians say Canada should have, and could have, had agreements with more than just 
GlaxoSmithKline to manufacture vaccine. The feds made their initial arrangement for vaccine back in 2001, to ensure 
a made-in-Canada source in case a serious pandemic led countries to close their borders. But Rob Van Exan, director 
of immunization policy for Sanofi Pasteur, says Canada should consider a second supplier. In the wake of bottlenecks 
in production and rollout, many critics now agree with him.  

Advance planning (2)  

Part of Canada's plan should have included vaccine programs in schools and through physicians' offices, Angus says. 
He feels there has been a lack of oversight, a gap that led to instances such as H1N1 vaccine being offered to private, 
for-profit medical companies. But, a bigger problem, Schabas argues, is that public health officials didn't know when to 
diverge from their plan.  

Canada's pandemic planning assumed a more severe illness, in which up to 50,000 people might die. But H1N1 hasn't 
been such a plague. "For healthy people . . . the risks from H1N1 are very tiny," he says. "Does it really make sense to 
put a huge amount of public resources and do all this stirring up of public anxieties for the purposes of people being 
immunized against a disease which really isn't going to be a big problem for them anyway?"  

christina.spencer@sunmedia.ca  
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Ottawa’s chief medical officer says if the federal government’s 
warning is accurate, local H1N1 vaccine clinics might be on the verge 
of closing for up to two weeks.  

Dr. Isra Levy said between 10,000 to 20,000 doses of the flu vaccine 
remain on hand, but the feds have already told the provinces there 
could be a halt to vaccine shipments for 10 days or so beginning this 
week.  

“If that happens, it would be possible that we could close clinics,” 
Levy said. “The problem is the province hasn’t heard from the federal 
government when the flow (of vaccine) will be turned on again, so we 
can’t ask the province for it.”  

He said being left in the dark regarding vaccine shipments has 
become the norm.  

“We rarely know more than a day or two ahead of time.”  

With supply running out, family doctors who have said they would 
administer shots to their patients won’t be getting the vaccine until Levy feels comfortable with how much the city has 
on hand.  

“We’ll wait until we have enough for the clinics. Then we can give it to family doctors,” he said.  

A positive note, he said, is that the number of people who belong to the first priority group and who want the vaccine 
seems to be dwindling locally. Although he was unable to provide numbers from the past few days, he feels the time 
has come to open it up to the next high-risk segment, which includes school-age children, police and firefighters.  

“As of late (Saturday) and (Sunday), the flow of the high-risk group has slowed and we’re ready to see other people. 
This was anticipated and expected.”  

However, that’s not a municipal decision to make. Levy will have to wait to hear from the province before he can invite 
the next group to the clinics.  

“We try to work within the provincial context. The province may decide to go with just school-age children because 
that’s where the disease is spread a lot. Schools are very high-spread areas. I feel we’re ready, but the province’s OK 
is needed.”  

Mobile nurses have also been on the road giving shots to disabled people who can’t make it to clinics, frail hospital 
patients and people at homeless shelters.  

scott.taylor@sunmedia.ca  

 
  

 
Jack Martin, 12, gets his H1N1 vaccination at 
the Kanata Recreation Centre in Kanata on 
Sunday.(DARREN BROWN/Sun Media)  

Lack of doses could shut down H1N1 clinics 
City's top doc says closure could last two weeks as vaccine supply dwindles 
By SCOTT TAYLOR, SUN MEDIA 

Last Updated: 9th November 2009, 6:59am 
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How do you teach a class when two students are away today and 
you know two different ones will be away tomorrow?  

That's the challenge facing teachers this flu season as they try to keep kids on track with schoolwork while they're off 
sick.  

Teachers have always left homework packages for students whose parents ask for them, said Wilma de Rond, 
education director of the London District Catholic school board.  

"But it does change the way you approach the curriculum in terms of today these two are away and tomorrow these 
two are away, because in a classroom students learn at different paces," she said.  

If a teacher has several students away, do they wait to teach a new concept or move ahead with a modified lesson?  

"There's a lot of professional judgment that has to go on," de Rond said. "Teachers know their classrooms very well 
and they know their students very well."  

In the Catholic board, students are missing an average of four to six days -- a significant amount of time, but not 
insurmountable, she said.  

At Wilfrid Jury public school, the largest elementary school in the Thames Valley District school board, Grade 7/8 
teacher Estella Harrison has a couple of pupils away from her class of 23 every week.  

But she said she's been impressed with parents who have asked for homework packages.  

Keeping her pupils organized is key, Harrison said.  

"It's keeping them on track so when they come back they don't feel overwhelmed," said Harrison, who offers individual 
help -- before school starts, during recess and after school -- for pupils who've been away.  

"Most kids take me up on recess because it's been pretty crummy out."  

Harrison said she also gives her pupils 48 hours to catch up after they've been away.  

"It gives them some leeway," she said, adding her class is otherwise moving at the same pace.  

Many teachers also have a website families can access, where teachers post notes or homework assignments and 
when they're due, said Wilfrid Jury principal Sue Bruyns.  

On some of those, teachers also offer Internet links where pupils can go to get extra information or brush up on their 
skills, she said.  

"I think teachers in general are cognizant of the fact that kids who are away are continuing to learn . . . whether they're 
here or not," she said. "It's never ideal because ideally kids need to be in class, do group work and discuss with their 
peers what they're learning, but in their absence, teachers need to make sure they're providing the kids with some 
work."  

kelly.pedro@sunmedia.ca  
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