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Les Jeux font la force à Rockland
FRANÇOIS PIERRE DUFAULT

ÉTIENNE RANGER, LeDroit

« Il y a des amitiés qui se forment à la grandeur de la province », relève Martin Cadieux,
porte-parole de la Fédération de la jeunesse franco-ontarienne, qui a organisé les 17e Jeux
Franco Ontariens à Rockland.
Plus de 550 jeunes des écoles secondaires francophones de l’Ontario ont pris part, ce weekend, à la
17e édition des Jeux franco-ontariens qui se tenait à l’école secondaire catholique L’Escale de Rockland,
dans l’Est ontarien.
Ces jeunes franco-ontariens ont été appelés à se mesurer les uns aux autres dans des compétitions
d’arts visuels, de musique, de danse et d’improvisation. Ils ont surtout été appelés à reconnaître leur
force commune: leur langue.
« Lorsqu’on forme des équipes, on y mêle des élèves de partout en Ontario. Alors il y a des amitiés
qui se forment à la grandeur de la province. Les jeunes qui parfois se sentent un peu isolés dans leur
région en viennent à se rendre compte qu’il y a d’autres jeunes qui vivent la même réalité qu’eux dans
les quatre coins de la province. Ça crée un véritable sentiment d’appartenance », a partagé Martin
Cadieux, porte-parole de la Fédération de la jeunesse franco-ontarienne (FESFO).
C’est la FESFO qui organise les Jeux franco-ontariens depuis 1994. C’était cependant la première
fois qu’une communauté hôte, en l’occurrence la Cité de Clarence-Rockland, jouait un rôle important
dans l’organisation d’un tel rendez-vous. La municipalité immédiatement à l’est d’Ottawa compte 68 %
de francophones au sein de sa population. « Nous avons eu une excellente collaboration de la
communauté hôte. On pense utiliser cette formule-là davantage à l’avenir », de prévoir M. Cadieux.
La FESFO en a profité pour tenir sa 34e assemblée générale annuelle. M. Cadieux dit que les jeunes
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des écoles secondaires francophones sont de plus en plus conscients de l’importance de faire
rayonner leur langue et leur culture sur la scène provinciale, nationale et même internationale.
C’est d’ailleurs cette volonté qui a amené trois jeunes francoontariens à se rendre en Haïti, plus tôt
cette année, pour aider le pays à se remettre du tremblement de terre du 12 janvier dernier.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.
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Une cour d’école plus verte à
Buckingham
Les élèves de l’école primaire Monseigneur Charbonneau et les citoyens du quartier ouest de
Buckingham pourront profiter d’une cour d’école plus verte.

Après cinq ans de travail, on a procédé cette semaine au lancement de la dernière phase du projet
d’embellissement d’une valeur de 160 000 $ qui sera complété dans les prochaines semaines.
Le projet a évolué au fil des ans. Initialement, on prévoyait aménager un mini-terrain de soccer
synthétique grâce au don de 25 000 $ de la compagnie Kraft Canada. Cependant, comme les coûts se
sont finalement avérés trop exorbitants pour la durée de vie du projet, on a préféré donner une cure de
rajeunissement à la cour de l’école avec de nouveaux modules de jeux, l’installation de tourbes et de
plates-bandes ornés de plantes, de même que la plantation de nombreux arbres. L’ancien terrain de
soccer et les aires de jeux ont également été restaurés et du mobilier urbain a été ajouté.
« Le projet d’embellissement est en lien avec le projet éducatif de l’école qui est « santé et
environnement dans un bain linguistique ». Nous aurons une cour d’école qui permettra l’activité
physique tout en améliorant la qualité de vie des élèves et de toute la communauté par un
environnement plus vert », souligne Francine Lafortune, ex-directrice de l’école qui mené le projet au
cours des deux dernières années.

Le projet a reçu l’appui financier et matériel de Québec, de Kraft Canada, la Caisse Desjardins de la
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Basse-Lièvre, de la Ville de Gatineau, d’Arbres Canada et Fed Ex.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.
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Fatal school bus crash in England
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Last Updated: May 24, 2010 4:52pm

LONDON — British police say a school bus has collided with a car in
northern England and killed three people while injuring almost 40 in northern England.
Cumbria police say two teenagers and the driver of a Honda Civic died in Monday’s crash near the resort town of
Keswick, in England’s Lake District.
The bus had been taking about 30 students from Keswick High School to their homes in the nearby town of
Cockermouth.
Witness Brian Lewis says the bus swerved to avoid a car and collided with the Honda vehicle.
Police say 39 people were injured including four in a critical condition in a hospital.
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How should schools handle
education about sex?
Rabbi REUVEN BULKA is head of Congregation Machzikei Hadas in Ottawa and host of Sunday Night
with Rabbi Bulka on 580 CFRA.
Delicately. Your question is worded in an interesting way. It suggests that the schools have the say
on this matter, when in fact, what is taught seems to be governed by provincial fiat. Schools teach a
curriculum that is in accord with provincial guidelines. Schools must comply with the regulations; there
is no wiggle room in this.
But you already knew that when you asked the question. So my best guess is that your question,
properly understood, goes something like this — if in fact schools are obliged to teach sex education, in
what specific way should the schools deliver the product?
And the answer is the same — delicately. We have been around the corner and back on the merits
of sex education, and the arguments pro and con are well known. There are great sensitivities related
to this matter, and since it focuses on values that are clearly expressed in the home environment, it is
wise for schools to work with the parents of each grade, so that the parents know what is being taught
and can supplement, or reinforce, the classroom material with meaningful parentchild conversation.
The best general approach would be for the schools to teach the facts, and for the parents to teach
the values.
This is what can be described as a win-win situation. The students are taught about a most
important aspect of their lives, and in a factual, no-nonsense manner.
The parents, alert to what is being conveyed in the school, are thereby on notice that the time for
serious parenting on this vital issue has arrived, with no room to escape or avoid.
The parents must then do their homework, which will make them better parents, and their children
will have the benefit of being educated in life’s values by their parents. As a way of bonding in a most
lasting way, it does not get better than this.
Rev. RICK REED is senior pastor at the Metropolitan Bible Church in Ottawa.
Teachers are in a tough spot when it comes to sex education. They’ve got an almost impossible
assignment.
Imagine asking geography teachers to instruct students without using any maps. Imagine asking
geometry teachers to present their lessons without referencing any geometric formulas. Imagine telling
English teachers to teach children to write without any mention of the rules of grammar.
We’d never do that to those teaching geography, geometry or grammar. But we’ve done that to
those teaching sex-ed. We’ve essentially told them to teach without referencing any moral maps, rules
or formulas. That’s because we’ve instructed them to teach sex education without reference to God or
His directions for living.
So our teachers try to guide students through the dangerous maze of sexual choices without a
steady moral compass. After all, morality without God is morality that shifts with cultural trends and
personal preferences. There is no true north. Each person becomes his or her own compass.
The tragic result is that many young people get spiritually and morally lost.
What should teachers do? They must do the best they can given the guidelines we’ve imposed on
them. They must challenge students to establish personal standards and respect family beliefs.
However, a better approach would be to have our educational leaders realize that excluding God
from moral matters is misguided. Better to form a partnership with spiritual leaders in the community
who can help students consider the wisdom of living by a timeless, moral map. Christians know such a
map is found in the ancient wisdom of the Bible and the teachings of Jesus.
Teaching students about sex requires more than presenting facts about human anatomy or
strategies to limit the risk of STDs. It calls for helping students consider the physical, emotional and
spiritual dimensions of human sexuality.
Father JOHN JILLIONS is a professor in the Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies at
Saint Paul University.
Like religion, sex is one of those subjects that everyone has an opinion about and this makes it
difficult to address in schools. Indeed, for controversial areas of sexuality even the facts are disputed,
and that makes it doubly difficult to handle. To give the most obvious example, the law of the land
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allows for same-sex marriages. Public schools will need to present this at various ageappropriate
levels, but will they also present the widely differing opinions of the Canadian public? Will they talk
about the unsettled questions about this very new social change and its implications? And if they do,
how will this be nuanced by individual teachers?
This presents pedagogical challenges but here, as with other difficult areas of sexuality, the risks
are too great to avoid the topic: unwanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted disease, ignorance,
prejudice, bullying, depression, suicide. So schools should and must present as best they can the
undisputed facts of sexual biology, development , behaviour, danger and disease. Where opinions and
values are concerned, differing perspectives should be presented fairly as possible.
In teaching on sexuality, schools should open the door to discussion about what it means to be a
human being, to make decisions about one’s body and to be in a relationship with someone else.
Despite our society of fractured families, the vast majority of Canadian adolescents, as sociologist
Reginald Bibby has shown, expect to get married (90 per cent), stay together for life (88 per cent) and
have children (94 per cent). In other words, they already have a deep sense of what relationships are
meant to be, and that’s the right context to begin discussion of sexuality. There’s more — how does a
relationship with God affect sexuality? — but that’s for another occasion.
JACK MCLEAN is a Baha’i scholar, teacher, essayist and poet published in the fields of spirituality,
Baha’i theology and poetry.
The word “ should” in the question gives wide latitude for ideal or imagined responses. Both
observations and recommendations follow. The realistic parameters that surround sex ed involve
controversy, cultural mores, moral codes and spiritual values. Sex ed should also convey basic, vital
information regarding conception, birth, sexual maturation, birth-control and sexually transmitted
diseases that have become life-threatening (Aids, cervical cancer) or chronic (herpes).
Some parents believe the sexual education of their children is a parental prerogative. Sex educators
should not be regarded as the selfappointed guardians of society’s sexual values. Again, parents have a
role to play, as do religious societies. Youth themselves should be consulted.
In our increasingly multi-ethnic society, the moral and religious values of those coming from nonwestern cultures, who do not share the permissive mindset of the secular western world, should be
considered. Here we find a religious/moral, secular/ legal, generational divide.
The scriptures of the world’s religions, their traditional interpretations or practices, clearly endorse a
heterosexual lifestyle. Marriage to a member of the opposite sex and the family unit follow as
traditional mainstays. Where unanimity is not reached on this question, experience shows that religious
communities find themselves sharply divided over the legitimacy of gay and lesbian relationships,
although some churches welcome these unions.
While it rejects all forms of life-denying Puritanism, the Bahá’i view recommends chastity, early
marriage, children, monogamy, and an informed, moral approach to sex ed as contributors to healthy
marriages. Sexual education belongs to parents and school who should determine any proposed
curriculum in a consultative, cross-cultural process.
AJIT SINGH SAHOTA is a founding member of the Sikh National Archives of Canada; he was
president of the World Sikh Organization of Canada from 2001 to 2005.
Education — imparting knowledge — is a joint responsibility of parents, teachers and schools. It is
more important in today’s environment of ultra-fast electronic, radio, TV and other types of
communications.
Sensitivity, with care and understanding towards parents who have a critical role in the process and
who may wish to approach this topic in their own ways, is essential.
Sex education is essential and is unavoidable subject. Children are exposed to sex from a very early
age, therefore, providing correct information and dispelling common myths is necessary.
If we don’t teach children, they might learn from strange or corrupt sources to the detriment of
society as a whole.
Some of the suggestions made by the education ministry in Ontario are not well thought out, and
need to be revised. The mental development of children is variable by age. The nitty-gritty of sexual
orientations, birth control, anal intercourse, vaginal lubrication, personal issues to children in Grade 6
and 7 is not a well considered education.
The teaching of sex education certainly includes information on anatomy, physiology, and sociology;
however, a key part of the equation that cannot be neglected is spirituality.
Morality, which is often drawn from our religious beliefs, plays a critical role in the forming of our
attitudes towards sex. For example, in the Sikh faith, any sort of sexual activity outside marriage is
strictly forbidden. Any sex education would be incomplete without this critical information.
Of course, the public school system is unable to impart that kind of education as our schools teach
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students from every part of the world and from every faith, who may have very different attitudes
and beliefs regarding sex.

This creates a dilemma: how can sexual education be provided to students in the absence of
religion-specific education on the issue of sexual morality? Clearly, parents must have a role in
imparting that information to their children, and any curriculum in schools must be developed jointly by
educators and parent groups.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
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Britain bans doctor who linked autism to vaccine
By MARIA CHENG, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Last Updated: May 24, 2010 11:39am

LONDON — A gastroenterologist who persuaded millions of parents
worldwide that a common vaccine could cause autism was barred from practicing medicine in his native Britain on
Monday after the country’s top medical group found he conducted his research unethically.
Dr. Andrew Wakefield was the first researcher to publish a peer-reviewed study suggesting a connection between
autism and the vaccine for measles, mumps and rubella. That prompted legions of parents to abandon the vaccine in
moves that epidemiologists feared could lead to outbreaks of the potentially deadly diseases.
Vaccination rates in Britain and other rich countries have not fully recovered since Wakefield and his colleagues’
research was published in 1998 and there are measles outbreaks across Europe every year. The disease is also on
the rise in the U.S.
His study in the medical journal Lancet was widely discredited, however, after Britain’s medical regulator found it did
not meet ethical standards; other studies found no link; and a British journalist revealed Wakefield had been paid by
lawyers of parents who suspected their children were harmed by the vaccine.
Wakefield, 53, moved to the U.S. in 2004 and set up an autism center in Texas, where he gained a wide following
despite not being licenced as a doctor there, and faced similar skepticism from the medical community. He quit earlier
this year.
Britain’s General Medical Council was acting Monday on a January ruling that said Wakefield and two other doctors
acted unethically and showed a “callous disregard” for the children in their study. The medical body said Wakefield
took blood samples from children at his son’s birthday party, paying them 5 pounds (today worth $7.20) each and later
joked about the incident.
The council, which licenses and oversees doctors, found him guilty of serious professional misconduct and stripped
him of his right to practice medicine in the U.K. Wakefield has the right to appeal the ruling, which takes effect within
28 days. The investigation focused on how Wakefield and colleagues carried out their research, not on the science
behind it.
Wakefield said in January that the medical council’s investigation was an effort to “discredit and silence” him to “shield
the government from exposure on the (measles) vaccine scandal.”
Appearing from New York on NBC’s “Today Show” on Monday, Wakefield described the British decision as “a little
bump on the road.” He claimed the U.S. government has been settling cases of vaccine-induced autism since 1991.
Wakefield said the council’s ruling against him had been “made from the outset” and vowed to continue his research
into the link between vaccines and autism.
“These parents are not going away; the children are not going to go away and I most certainly am not going away,” he
said.
Numerous studies have been conducted since Wakefield’s and none has found a connection between autism and any
vaccine.
Two rulings by a special branch of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims in March and last year found no link between
vaccines and autism. But more than 5,500 claims have been filed by families seeking compensation for children
believed to have been hurt by the measles vaccine.
Wakefield has garnered much support from parents suspicious of vaccines, including some Hollywood celebrities. In
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February, U.S. actress Jenny McCarthy, who has an autistic son, issued a statement with her former partner Jim
Carrey.
“It is our most sincere belief that Dr. Wakefield and parents of children with autism around the world are being
subjected to a remarkable media campaign engineered by vaccine manufacturers,” McCarthy and Carrey said in
February. “Dr. Wakefield is being vilified through a well-orchestrated smear campaign.”
In Monday’s ruling, the medical council said Wakefield abused his position as a doctor and “brought the medical
profession into disrepute.”
At the time, Wakefield was working as a gastroenterologist at London’s Royal Free Hospital and did not have the
ethical approval to conduct the study. He had also been paid to advise lawyers representing parents who believed their
children had been hurt by the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine.
Ten of the study’s authors later renounced its conclusions and it was retracted by the Lancet in February.
At least a dozen British medical associations including the Royal College of Physicians, the Medical Research Council
and the Wellcome Trust have issued statements verifying the safety of the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine.
“I hope this ruling will finally persuade the public and some misguided journalists that Dr. Wakefield behaved
irresponsibly,” said Dr. Jennifer Best, a virologist at King’s College University in London. “(The measles) vaccine is a
safe vaccine.”
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