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Le Droit

MALARTIC — La Presse Canadienne

Assis sur une mine d’or, il refuse de
vendre
Même si son terrain est encerclé par des terres à l’abandon, même si sa maison tremble à chaque
dynamitage, Ken Massé refuse de partir.

La Presse Canadienne

Ken Masse tient une pierre qui contiendrait selon lui de l’or, devant sa maison de Malartic, au
Québec, où il est menacé d’être exproprié.
L’homme est littéralement assis sur une mine d’or. Une vraie. Et le trentenaire est déterminé à
stopper un projet d’exploitation minière de plusieurs milliards de dollars dans son village de Malartic, en
Abitibi-Témiscamingue, où se trouve l’une des plus grandes réserves d’or au Canada.
Dans sa bataille contre la Corporation minière Osisko, à l’initiative du projet, M. Massé n’est
clairement pas le cheval sur lequel on parierait. Il n’a pas d’avocat, semble souffrir d’un trou de
mémoire lorsqu’on lui demande son âge, et est constamment accompagné d’un conseiller verbomoteur
supposément milliardaire vêtu d’une chemise hawaïenne tachée. Il a tout de même affirmé à La Presse
Canadienne qu’il était convaincu de sortir vainqueur de sa bataille contre la minière qui veut creuser le
sol de Malartic.
Sa maison est le seul obstacle dans la trajectoire que les bulldozers d’Osisko voudraient emprunter
pour exploiter ce qui pourrait être la plus grande réserve d’or au pays. Depuis un an, elle demeure la
seule habitation encore debout dans ce village vidé de sa population.
Des principes
Des offres généreuses lui ont été faites pour acheter sa maison branlante, évaluée à 14 000 $ par la
municipalité. M. Massé affirme qu’il a refusé des offres de 100000 $, de 400 000 $, et même de 4
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millions$. La minière Osisko dément avoir proposé ce dernier montant.
M. Massé affirme que sa détermination à garder sa maison est basée sur des principes —
l’environnement et l’avenir de Malartic — plutôt que la surenchère.
Mais les jours de cette oasis dans le désert nordique pourraient être comptés. Le mois dernier, la
minière montréalaise a envoyé une ordonnance d’expropriation pour tenter de l’évincer avant le début
planifié de la production, en juin 2011. Le résistant affirme qu’il ne bougera pas, même s’il doit se
défendre à coups de poursuites.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.
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BY ELLEN MAURO

Haitians ‘need our help,’ campaign
director says
Two-day mission reveals slow pace of rebuilding after January earthquake
‘How do you rebuild a countr y that needed rebuilding even before the earthquake.’
JACK SILVERSTEIN Executive campaign director, Jewish Federation of Ottawa

As Jack Silverstein walked the debris-cluttered streets of Port-au-Prince earlier this month, he
couldn’t believe it had been six months since a 7.0-magnitude earthquake ravaged an already
desperate Haiti and killed hundreds of thousands of its residents.
The crumbled concrete of former buildings still lay in heaps by the roadside, serving as reminders of
the devastation. Most of the earthquake survivors who used to live there had moved to sprawling tent
cities on the outskirts of town, where, Silverstein said, human waste flowed between makeshift
dwellings when it rained.
“ Some things are just shocking,” he said. “ Folks have no idea when they’re going to get some type
of life back.”
That is exactly what Silverstein, executive campaign director of the Jewish Federation of Ottawa, is
trying to help earthquake victims do. He went to Haiti as part of a two-day mission organized by the
Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) to assess the progress of relief projects funded by the
federation and its partners.
The Ottawa organization, which falls under the umbrella of JFNA, has raised more than $44,000 for
the relief effort. JFNA as a whole has raised about $5.4 million.
“Our goal is to create a better tomorrow for Haiti,” Silverstein said. “These people need our help.”
While in the country, Silverstein toured a displaced persons camp set up by the Joint Distribution
Committee, a Jewish relief organization funded by JFNA. The camp features a temporary school and a
large water tank, which are luxuries in today’s Haiti, Silverstein said.
On his second day, he met with a graduate of a mason training program created by JDC to help
Haitians rebuild their country. He also visited an amputee rehabilitation program set up by JDC, as well
as a clinic where JDC funded the purchase of four vehicles to transport teams of doctors, nurses and
medical equipment to Haitians in need.
However, while the Jewish community’s efforts are helping, he said lifting Haiti out of its devastation
would require much more time, money, volunteers and equipment.
For example, in his 21⁄ 2 days in Port-au-Prince, Silverstein saw only five dump trucks in a city
buried in rubble.
“There is an incomprehensible level of damage,” he said. “How do you rebuild a country that needed
rebuilding even before the earthquake?”
Silverstein fears that the lack of proper building codes and oversight will mean that any new
structures that are built will be of the same flimsy construction as those they replace. He also says
some builders are sacrificing quality for speed.
“ It’s likely that the same thing could happen all over again,” he said. “This could be a chance for
Haiti to rebuild itself and no longer be the poorest country in the western hemisphere, but I don’t think
it will head in that direction.… The devastation is so overwhelming.
“ But we have to keep trying.”
Despite the scarring impact of the earthquake, Silverstein says there are pockets of inspiration,
such as a young boy who was told he would probably lose his leg, but somehow kept a smile on his face
and a positive outlook on life.
“They find a way to smile, no matter how hard their life is,” Silverstein said. “ It’s a Haitian attitude
that we should all adopt. It gets them through, and we have to continue to look out for them.”
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
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City receiving many calls about hogweed
By JON WILLING, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: July 16, 2010 7:13am

A wave of relief is crashing over residents when they learn a monster
shoot in their backyards isn’t a dreaded plant.
City staff from several departments have been dispatched to handle
calls, which have increased since a public advisory went out this
week about the dangerous giant hogweed.
David Barkley, the city’s manager of forestry services, said calls are
prompting inspections in each end of Ottawa.
“It ends up being triaged between bylaw, parks and buildings and
grounds, and roadways operations staff,” Barkley said Thursday.

This image shows a giant hogweed plant
discovered recently in Renfrew County. (QMI
Agency file photo)

City Hall has fielded about 150 calls from residents about potential
giant hogweed sightings, but there haven’t been any confirmed as
the poisonous plant, other than the first two that prompted the
advisory.
City workers found the weed in an undisclosed park in Old Ottawa
South and on one private property.

Barkley said the most common plants mistaken for the giant hogweed are Queen Anne’s lace, which has a similar
white flower but isn’t as tall, and the wild parsnip, another poisonous weed that delivers a less severe wallop than the
hogweed.
The sap from the giant hogweed can result in serious skin burns, especially if it’s exposed to sunlight. Contact with the
eyes can result in temporary or permanent blindness.
The public health department hasn’t received any reports about people suffering ill effects from the plant.
Barkley said it wasn’t until the giant hogweed was reported in the Renfrew area recently that reports started to come in
about the plant in Ottawa. Other parts of Canada are also reporting an increased number of findings.
“It just started to seed in eastern Ontario,” Barkley said. “We want to keep it in check if we can.”
People should call 311 if they think they have found a giant hogweed. The city will deploy staff to investigate, but if it’s
in a private yard, it will be up to the homeowner to deal with the plant.
Barkley is asking residents to have some patience waiting for staff to respond because the call volumes have been
high. It could take a few hours, depending on how many calls are in the queue.
jon.willing@sunmedia.ca
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Immigrants face high drowning risk
Immigrants are four times more likely to be unable to swim than native-born Canadians., says a
study released Thursday. The study, conducted by the Lifesaving Society, found that about one in five
newcomers don’t know how to swim, compared to one in 20 people born in Canada. Seventy-three per
cent of people who had been in Canada less than five years said they feared for their children’s lives
when they were near water. “The results point to the need for water safety education targeted to reach
new immigrants,” said a spokeswoman for the society. The report’s release comes amid a spate of
drowning deaths across the country, including 10 in a recent 10-day period in Ontario.
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Python pays visit to Montreal
daycare
More than 100 parents of children who attend a suburban Montreal daycare have signed a petition
asking city officials to prevent any more escapes by a python that lives next door. On June 28, children
at the Royaume des Enfants daycare spotted the python through a window. “The snake came toward
the noise of the laughing kids,” said daycare owner Jose Raposo. “They were all excited … the snake
came right up to the window.” Police and animal control officers later caught the animal and it was
returned to its owner, who could not be reached for comment Thursday. Raposo said a police officer
told him the snake was a Burmese python, about two metres in length. Such snakes kill by constricting
prey.
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Universal f lu vaccine to be ready
within years
U.S. scientists say ‘one-fits-all’ shot already being tested
‘I would take this very seriously. They seem to have identified a universal or general antibody that attacks many
different types of virus.’
JOHN OXFORD, British virologist

A “universal” flu vaccine that protects against many strains of the virus could be available within a
few years, American scientists say.
They believe they have solved the problem of designing a “one fits all” shot using a new two-step
approach to immunization.
Early safety trials of the vaccine have already started and it could be tested on patients as early as
2013.
Working with mice, ferrets and monkeys, the U. S. team “ primed” the immune system with a
“base” of influenza DNA.
They then added a “booster” consisting of a regular seasonal flu vaccine that boosted and
broadened its immunity.
The vaccine’s effectiveness improves each year until, theoretically, recipients would be immune to
flu.
The “ priming” or base vaccine came from a 1999 virus, but antibodies were generated that
neutralized viruses of different sub-types and from different years, the researchers report in the journal
Science.
Mice and ferrets were able to fight off viruses dating from before 1999, including the deadly strain
of 1934, and also strains from 2006 and 2007.
The vaccine was also effective against H5N1 “bird flu.”
Dr. Gary Nabel, the study leader from the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
in Bethesda, Maryland, said the team was “excited” by the results.
“ The prime-boost approach opens a new door to vaccinations for influenza that would be similar to
vaccination against such diseases as hepatitis, where we vaccinate early in life and then boost immunity
through occasional, additional inoculations in adulthood.
“We may be able to begin efficacy trials of a broadly protective flu vaccine in three to five years.”
The scientists measured how well the prime-boost vaccine protected mice and ferrets against deadly
levels of flu virus.
Three weeks after receiving the boost, 20 mice were exposed to high levels of 1934 flu virus and 80
per cent survived. When mice were given only the “prime” or “boost” elements alone, or a sham
vaccine, all died.
Similar results were seen in ferrets, which are good predictors of flu vaccine effectiveness in
humans.
John Oxford, Britain’s leading flu expert and a virologist at St. Bart’s and Royal London hospitals,
said: “ This a new and interesting approach and they are a very respected group. I would take this very
seriously. They seem to have identified a universal or general antibody that attacks many different
types of virus.”
“This is something that we have been after for a long time but the next stage is crucial.
“Many new vaccines fall at the human trial stage.”
Hugh Pennington, Britain’s leading microbiologist, of Aberdeen University, said: “ It is an exciting
and attractive approach. We really do desperately need something along these lines.
“It is a nice idea, but the proof will be in the pudding and seeing whether it works in humans.”
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White lab coat tours win national
award
High-school students introduced to world of cancer research
It only takes about one hour for Natalie Andrews to turn high-school students into cancer
researchers.

DAVID KAWAI, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

Natalie Andrews, a 23-year-old biochemistry master’s student at the University of Ottawa
has developed educational tours at the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute Cancer Centre to
introduce high-school students to the world of cancer research. She has been recognized
with a national award for her work.
For the past two years, students from across Canada have come to the Ottawa Hospital Research
Institute Cancer Centre, where Andrews does her research, to don the white lab coats and latex gloves
of real scientists.
Andrews, a 23-year-old biochemistry master’s student at the University of Ottawa, leads them
through a series of lab experiments to examine DNA in a gel substance made from seaweed, compare
cancer cells with healthy cells and, most importantly, learn about cancer research.
The interactive tour developed by Andrews recently helped her earn a Canadian Institutes of Health
Research Synapse Award, a national recognition given to people who have contributed to the promotion
of health research among high school students.
Only three of the awards are given nationally each year. One goes to a graduate or post-doctoral
student, another to an accomplished researcher and the third to a research group.
Andrews said she was honoured by the recognition.
“It validates all of the hard work I’ve done and makes me feel like I have made a difference,” she
said Thursday. “Nothing is more important than getting younger kids interested and knowledgeable
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about scientific research.”
More than 250 students have taken Andrews’ tours so far. Most are students from the national
capital region, but, through a partnership with Encounters with Canada, a national student tour group,
Andrews now reaches students from across the country.
She has also done tours for cancer survivors.
Andrews said she decided to develop the tour because when she was in high school, she had no
idea the kind of cancer research she does now existed. Her tour is designed to make students aware of
more options before going to university.
“If I had the opportunity to learn what we’re teaching these kids when I was in high school, I would
have cherished it,” Andrews said. “It’s important that they know what’s out there for them and that
scientists aren’t crazy people with crazy grey hair.”
Andrews became involved with cancer research while completing her undergraduate degree at the
University of Ottawa, where she became fascinated with the science behind the disease.
She said she hopes her research will one day help lead to a cure.
“To help even one person get better would be an amazing thing.”
The lab where the tours take place is on the second floor of the cancer wing at The Ottawa
Hospital’s General campus, so, even though she spends most of her time in the lab, Andrews sees
cancer patients every day.
“When I see them there, I know why I’m doing what I’m doing and what I’m working towards,” she
said. “It’s about making these people better.”
Andrews said she hoped her tours would encourage students to follow her lead and become cancer
researchers, or at least interested in science.
“The more people we have working towards the goal of making cancer therapies more effective, the
better.”
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