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Cyclist’s friends plan tribute in 
colours  

Article rank 18 May 2010 Ottawa Citizen BY TONY SPEARS 

To wear pink, purple in honour of boy killed in motorcycle crash 

Students at Sir Guy Carleton Secondary School will wear pink and purple today to remember 16-
yearold Robin Freeman, a Grade 10 student whose death Sunday cast a pall over a small knot of 
teenagers sitting in front of the high school under the hot May sun.  

Girlfriend Ashley Wilson, dressed in a black hoodie, said Monday the pair used to hang out at her 
place, listen to hip-hop artists like Drake or Eminem, and even talk about their future together in a big 
house. She saw him die. Freeman was riding his BMX bike on Carling Avenue when a westbound 
motorcycle drove “really fast and hit him,” Wilson said. “ I look away for five seconds and he’s gone.”  

A red Honda motorcycle headed westbound at high speed struck Freeman near Woodroffe Avenue 
as he was doing bike tricks.  

The 26-year-old motorcyclist, Kyle Ferguson, was critically injured in the crash.   
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Tribute: Funny, unique and 
colourful  

Article rank 18 May 2010 Ottawa Citizen 

The 19-year-old woman on the back of the bike suffered less-serious injuries, paramedics said.  
Police said speed was a factor in the collision and would not rule out charges. None had been laid as 

of late Monday afternoon.  
Wilson, 14, said her future was to be intertwined with Freeman’s. She plans to be a contractor. He 

was to start a landscaping company “since I’m going to be building houses,” Wilson said.  
But the two had kept their relationship somewhat secret.  
“ I told everyone I wasn’t ready to date again,” Wilson said. But Freeman, whom she’d dated briefly 

in Grade 4, treated women — and Wilson — with great respect.  
Wilson went to school Monday to tell administration she would be taking some time off and to see 

her friends, the teen said.  
Brandon Samson, 15, met Freeman about seven years ago at a summer camp. “ He was a 

character,” Samson said.  
Freeman had gotten himself into a fight at camp — probably girl-related — “and I had his back. 

We’ve been really tight ever since.”  
Freeman had a way with words “ and was a crowdpleaser,” Samson said.  
Others in the group jumped in with their own adjectives, becoming suddenly animated. His heart 

was gold, he was the funniest guy, unique, colourful, and made everyone smile, his friends said.  
A woman at Freeman’s home declined to comment Monday.  

The motorcyclist was still in critical condition Monday afternoon, police said. He suffered a severe 
head injury. His passenger suffered a pelvis injury and possibly a minor head injury. She was in stable 
condition Monday and her injuries were not considered to be life-threatening.  
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End the divisions  
Article rank 18 May 2010 Ottawa Citizen 

The hypocrisy shown by Ottawa Catholic schools is startling. To allow students time off to protest 
abortion rights while the Roman Catholic Church is up to its clerical collars in sexual abuse scandals is 
outrageous.  

Ontario needs to follow the lead of other provinces in eliminating publicly funded separate schools 
and concentrating on one high-quality public system where children of all backgrounds can learn 
together.  

It’s worked elsewhere in Canada. It will also work in Ontario and will eliminate decades of division 
and unnecessary religious conflict.  

JOHN NOWLAN, Halifax  
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Flush with $25M, U of O gets its 
man  

Article rank 18 May 2010 Ottawa Citizen BY MATTHEW PEARSON 

University recruits American expert to help establish world-class photonics 
research centre 

The University of Ottawa has recruited a top-notch American researcher as part of a $ 25-million 
plan to establish a world-class optics and photonics research centre.  

‘… I’m just so thrilled about moving here,’ says professor Robert W. Boyd, who spent nearly 
three decades with the University of Rochester. 

Robert W. Boyd was appointed Monday as the inaugural Canada Excellence Research Chair in 
Quantum Nonlinear Optics. He is one of 19 researchers appointed at 13 universities across Canada as 
part of the Canada Excellence Research Chair program.  

Created in 2008, the program is designed to draw accomplished scientists to Canada and develop 
ambitious research programs that fit with the federal government’s science and technology strategy.  

For each chair, universities will receive up to $10 million over seven years to support chairholders 
and their research teams.  

The University of Ottawa has raised an additional $15 million and plans to hire three professors to 
work with Boyd, who joins the school after nearly 30 years at the University of Rochester.  

Boyd was in Ottawa for the announcement and said the level of funding and support is 
unprecedented. “ I don’t know anyone who’s ever been given this much research funding to come to a 
new university.”   
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Research: New program takes 
photonics knowledge to another 
level  

Article rank 18 May 2010 Ottawa Citizen 

Boyd said there is already an “enormous amount” of infrastructure in photonics at the university 
and in the city, but the new program will take this knowledge to another level.  

“We will turn this into one of the — if not the — leading world centres for research in photonics,” he 
said, adding part of his mandate is to develop joint programs with the National Research Council of 
Canada and build connections with other leading researchers across the country and around the world.  

Boyd’s research has spanned topics as diverse as physics, engineering, and classical and quantum 
nonlinear optics, a field that combines nonlinear optics (the interaction of light with light) and quantum 
optics (optics at the level of photons).  

Using nanofabrication technologies available at the university and at the National Research Council, 
Boyd will produce photonic crystals to slow the speed of light.  

Photonics, as Boyd described, is the control of light for useful purposes and can act as an enabling 
technology.  

“Anything that involves light we can do better if we have better laboratory tools for manipulating 
the properties of light,” he said.  

One application would be in telecommunications — using photonics to increase the data rate of 
information travelling on optical fibres.  

Photonics can also be used to build better diagnostic tools for the bio-medical industry and to build 
miniature spectrometers, which measure the spectrum of light to find out what chemical constituents 
there are in a material object — helpful in detecting chemical warfare agents.  

Boyd, 62, studied at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and at the University of California at 
Berkeley, where he worked with Nobel prize-winning physicist Charles Townes.  

“Ottawa is an incredible city,” Boyd said. “I am planning on loving it here. It’s very cosmopolitan, 
it’s beautiful, it has a vibrancy about it that one rarely sees in American cities, so I’m just so thrilled 
about moving here.”  
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