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Les fidèles de l’église Sainte-Anne 
rentre à la maison  

Classement de l'article 23 déc. 2010 L\'Express Ottawa Par Karine Régimbald 
karine.regimbald@transcontinental.ca 

L’église est rouverte depuis le 12 décembre dernier 

Après plus de 18 mois de travaux pour réparer l’église Sainte-Anne d’Ottawa, les fidèles ont pu 
retrouver leur sanctuaire qui fait partie du patrimoine religieux franco-ontarien de la capitale nationale. 
Sur le coût total de 618 000$ pour les réparations, 241 000$ devront être déboursés par les paroissiens 
et paroissiennes.  

« Il a fallu beaucoup se battre, donner des coups de téléphone», se rappelle Maryse David, la 
responsable du conseil de pastorale paroissiale.  

En avril 2009, une partie du plafond du lieu de culte s’était effondrer, ce qui avait subitement 
provoqué la fermeture de l’église. Cet événement avait vivement inquiété la communauté en plus de 
semer la peur chez les défendeurs du patrimoine religieux francoontarien. Tous craignaient la fermeture 
définitive de Sainte-Anne.  

Dans un plan de réorganisation des paroisses, l’archevêque Terrence Prendergast avait annoncé la 
fermeture de trois églises, témoins de la vitalité francophone des quartiers. En juin dernier, l’église 
SaintCharles-Borromée a dû fermer ses portes faute de fidèles. Quelques mois auparavant, l’église 
Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes de Cyrville avait subi le même sort.  

Selon Michel Prévost, la fermeture de l’église Sainte-Anne aurait été une erreur. « Il ne fait pas de 
doute qu’une fermeture définitive aurait été une perte inestimable, puisque Sainte-Anne demeure l’une 
des rares églises de l’Ontario français protégées en vertu de la Loi du patrimoine ontarien », a-t-il 
soutenu.  

À cet effet, l’église Sainte-Anne est la seule église de la basse-ville. « Ça fait partie du patrimoine 
d’Ottawa. C’est un pan de leur (les gens de la basse-ville) histoire. Les gens sont très attachés à leur 
église » , soutient Mme David.  

Le lieu de culte contient notamment un orgue Casavant, un instrument de musique qui date du 
début 20e siècle et qui est classé parmi les meilleurs de l’Est ontarien.  
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OTTAWA - The head of Ontario's Catholic teachers' union is 
defending a donation and partnership with a gay-rights lobby group that is often at odds with the Catholic Church and 
Catholic school boards. 

The Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association, which represents 45,000 teachers in the province, gave a $1,000 
donation to Egale Canada. The donation was to support Egale's website mygsa.ca, part of their national safer schools 
campaign that promotes gay-straight alliance clubs. 

“I don't actually see the contradiction,” OECTA president James Ryan said, when told some members were upset at 
the partnership. 

“OECTA decided to join Egale because both OECTA and Egale are committed to fighting any type of bullying,” Ryan 
said. “Certainly the Catholic Church is against bullying.” 

The mygsa.ca project aims to help schools across Canada set up clubs “with lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, two-spirited, 
queer and questioning (LGBTQ) and heterosexual student membership.” 

Egale has been at the forefront of the gay-rights movement in Canada and was involved in the fight to legalize same-
sex marriage. Egale is now involved with a human-rights complaint in Alberta to force a Catholic school there to rehire 
a supply teacher who was dropped from the list of eligible teachers after beginning the process to change from a 
woman to a man. 

Catholic teaching prohibits discrimination against homosexuals, but rejects the idea that gender can be changed. 

Several teachers contacted by QMI Agency expressed frustration and disappointment with their union's decision to 
partner with Egale, but were afraid to speak out in public for fear of reprisals. 

“How can we justify supporting an organization that is against the faith we profess?” asked one teacher who requested 
anonymity. 

“Our Catholicism is entrusted to us and we have an obligation to support the Catholic Church. We can't do that by 
supporting groups like this.” 

OECTA is more than the union for Catholic teachers, one member pointed out; it is also the organization that provides 
the certification for members to teach religion classes. 

The Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario declined comment on the matter. A spokesman for Archbishop Thomas 
Collins of Toronto, the president of the assembly, said there is an ongoing dialogue. 

“This issue, among others, would be one such example of that dialogue," said spokesman Neil MacCarthy. 

Ryan played down the idea that Catholic bishops might take issue with the partnership. 

“We've had minor conversations with the assembly,” Ryan said. 

Ryan said despite criticism from some members, he's sure the majority of Catholic teachers support the donation to 
Egale. 

 
  

Catholic teachers' union supports gay lobby group 
By BRIAN LILLEY, QMI AGENCY 

Last Updated: December 22, 2010 2:34pm 
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Memory and good cheer  
Article rank 23 Dec 2010 Ottawa Citizen Janice Kennedy writes here on Thursdays. 

From my wonder-filled earliest sense of it to my more jaded present day, I have always understood Christmas to 
be so much broader than mere tribalism. 

In Montreal in the 1950s, the school I attended was called St. Malachy’s, named for the parish 
church right next door. My friend Sandra, who was Jewish, had a different name for it, one her father 
had jokingly come up with. In her family, apparently, St. Malachy’s church and school were known as 
“St. Malarkey’s.”  

She thought this hilarious. I laughed when she told me, but deep down ( little priss that I was), I 
worried it might be irreverent. If the Pope ever caught wind of it, I thought, he might get really mad.  

Nowadays, the Pope’s state of mind is not something I care much about. And, in a bittersweet sort 
of way, I can actually appreciate the joke.  

St. Malarkey’s. Was that what it was, really? Was the Catholicism of my childhood just a bunch of 
nonsense?  

No doubt some of it was. Looked at today, the rigid emphasis on rules and the pointless silliness of 
1950s Catholicism seemed designed to steer people away from, rather than toward, the Christian ideal. 

But a lot of it was not malarkey at all. Especially the parts having to do with Christmas.  
On this page a couple of days ago, columnist Andrew Cohen wrote evocatively of growing up Jewish 

in 1960s Montreal and what that meant at Christmastime. For him, it involved looking in on festivities 
from the outside — and yet realizing he could still find much there to like.  

( As did I a decade earlier when I learned a little about Hanukkah. Although we who celebrated 
Christmas were convinced we got the better deal, gift-wise, than our Jewish friends, we still wanted to 
be respectful, even in those pre-politically correct days. In the kids’ theatrical troupe to which I 
belonged, we learned the lyrics to Hanukkah songs and performed them with gusto on our weekly radio 
show. To this day, I can still sing a sprightly little ditty about dreidels — although, once again this year, 
nobody asked me to do so.)  

In contrast with Cohen’s, my Montreal Christmases were lived emphatically on the inside. But they 
weren’t confined there. From my wonder-filled earliest sense of it to my more jaded present day, I have 
always understood Christmas to be so much broader than mere tribalism.  

Along with home and the blessing of family, St. Malachy’s shaped my notion of the season, gave me 
the memories that define me still. There was the nighttime enchantment of the church’s crèche, a large 
wooden structure that appeared every year on the snowy front lawn, its nativity scene (with life-sized 
figures and baby Jesus nestled on real straw) softly aglow in the surrounding darkness.  

There were the nuns at school, our teachers, moulding our understanding of the Christmas message 
with lessons in Biblical history, with celebratory concerts and pageants, with enthusiastic charity drives. 

And there was Midnight Mass: the exciting strangeness of being out in the middle of the night; the 
poinsettias on the altar and the gold vestments on the priest; the organ and choir delivering the 
majesty of Adeste Fideles; the respite of Father Britt’s seemingly endless sermon, when, as wisps of 
incense drifted about and I snuggled drowsily against my mother’s warm winter coat, I could dream 
about what awaited me under the tree.  

Such was Christmas — that abiding comfort, that proof of loving generosity, those sweet hints of 
transcendence.  

And so it remains, even now. I still head off to church under a sky of midnight blue filled with stars. 
A small unfashionable crèche remains part of the seasonal decor in our home. And — even as I grow 
increasingly weepy with each passing year at the sound of Adeste Fideles, still my favourite carol — I 
continue to think of Christmas as a preternaturally feel-good time. I still believe the season, both for 
those who celebrate it formally and those who don’t, is magical.  

It doesn’t matter where you grew up, or when. Nor does it matter what your religious affiliation is, 
or lack thereof. Christmas’s larger picture has a universal theme that small boundaries cannot contain.  

For me, it involves taking a past filled with choirs and carols and the comfort of a mother, and 
carrying it into the present, a lifelong transfer of warmth and unfading lessons of love. For Cohen, it 
means appreciating others, enjoying the season’s bright trappings and welcoming the momentary 
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“illusion of peace and goodwill among humanity.”  
For all of us, no matter who we are or what else we celebrate, Christmas echoes with the joyful 

voice of the human spirit, the one that speaks to our need for goodness and radiance.  
And isn’t that enough? To be surrounded once a year by the cheer of lights, the evidence of love, 

the grace of hope?  

That’s no malarkey. Happy spirit of the season.  
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Students put teaching into 
practice with house build 
Posted Dec 23, 2010 

BY RYLAND COYNE 
 

 
 

EMC News - It's early December but there's a mid-winter 
feel to the day. With a nasty wind cutting through sending the 
temperature plummeting past the -20 mark, one wouldn't 
blame anyone for not wanting to take up their tools at this 
outdoor work site.  
 
Don't even suggest that to the dozen students pounding away 
at their 'job' in the Stittsville subdivision of Jackson Trails. 
Despite the bitter conditions, smiles and a willingness to put up 
with whatever nature, or their teacher, throws their way, are 
the order of the day. 
 
For some, the upbeat attitude may be a 180-degree turn from 
the alternative - spending day after day in class at South 
Carleton High School in Richmond.  
 
"We don't skip when we're here," admits Greg Proulx, a Grade 12 student who, along with a crew from 
South Carleton and John McCrae Secondary School in Nepean, participate in the unique Specialist High 
Skills Major - Construction Program through the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board. 
 
"The course seems to be a big hit with the kids, especially those who haven't flousished in the regular 
classroom setting," explains their teacher Michael Nesbitt. "Generally attendance is really good." 
 
Here, along Denali Way in Stittsville, Nesbitt and the students are building a 2,200 square foot two-storey 
single-family Tamarack home.  
 
The company prepared the site, built the foundation and has provided the young builders with all the 
materials needed to get the job done. 
 
"We're so appreciative of the support of builders like Tamarack and Minto," Nesbitt says.  
 
Before arriving at the site back in September, the students who qualified for the program say they started 
at their school, spending several weeks framing and building a shed together.  
 
"Then we just got here and started going at it," explains Justin Mash.  
 
The students appreciate the patience shown by their teacher. While they enter the program with some 
basic skills, much of what they are being taught on site is new. 
 
Last summer, Mash built a barn with his father. Classmate Mike Fisher has built fences and Denis 
McGuire says he's worked odd jobs doing renovations.  
 
All say these experiences don't compare to what they are learning now. From the proper way to use a skil 

Click to Enlarge 

 
Ryland Coyne, Nepean 

Barrhaven EMC  
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saw to installing windows to code, the students are benefiting in many ways. 
 
"I'm under pressure to make sure it's a good product. We take our time...we'll do something two or three 
times to get it right," Nesbitt says, noting it takes 12-14 weeks to complete the project.  
 
His young crew concurs, noting they'd prefer to take the time to make sure there are no deficiencies. 
 
"You've gotta kind of go slow," Tim Maguire says. "Mike doesn't want to be on our case 14/7." 
 
PERFECT FIT 
 
Nesbitt says the teaching position is a perfect fit for him. A builder by trade with 25 years experience as a 
construction manager and general contractor, the Ottawa native put in extra hours to earn his Bachelor of 
Education from Queen's University when he first joined the OCDSB program a few years ago. 
 
"I've always had a lot of time for kids," he says. "I learn as much from them as they do from me." 
 
While the young people learn to build "a great house that's marketable," he gains a real sense of 
satisfaction, knowing he's able to share his knowledge with them in a tangible way. 
 
"I have so much to offer," he says. "I'm building a good relationship with a lot of these kids."  
 
And one gets a sense of mutual respect at the site.  
 
"It's fun," notes Grade 12 student Owen Anderson. "He's a big kid himself...a special guy to put up with 
us." 
 
By the end of the semester in mid-January, Nesbitt says the students will be able to look upon this new 
home with pride. And they will leave with a new-found confidence in their abilities, well on their way to 
becoming apprentice carpenters. 
 
Asked what they hope to gain from this course, some talk of the high school credits they will earn while 
others discuss building on this experience at college and beyond. 
 
"After this, when I'm looking for a job, I can say I have some experience," Mash says. 
 
"Hopefully, I'll have a career in this stuff," Maguire adds. 
 
The Stittsville program is one of six running throughout the city. More students can be found getting real, 
hands-on experience in skill trades through Nepean High School, Osgoode Township High School, Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School, Elizabeth Wyn Wood and West Carleton Secondary. 
 
According to the OCDSB, the program is ministry-approved. It gives students an opportunity to meet 
requirements for their secondary school diploma while preparing them for the transition to post-secondary 
education, apprenticeship training or joining the work force. 
 
The 'curriculum' includes floor and wall framing, drywall boarding, roof trusses and sheathing, insulation, 
trim and flooring. They also learn about electrical, plumbing and heating systems. 
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Education Foundation of Ottawa 
to provide kid's skating helmets 
Posted Dec 23, 2010 

BY EMC NEWS 
 

 
 
EMC News New regulations in Ontario require that every child must have a CSA approved helmet in 
order to skate this year. The Education Foundation of Ottawa has learned that 850 children in the District 
will need helmets to skate safely. Just $29 to the Foundation can help to ensure the safety of our children. 
 
Executive Director of the Education Foundation Dr. Jane Fulton says, "Everything we do to promote 
outdoor activities makes our children stronger and healthier. Our children are the future of Ottawa and we 
need the public's help to make it a safe and fun place to be." 
 
Anyone wishing to help a child in need, can simply make a credit card donation of $29 to Canada Helps 
through www.canadahelps.org, or mail the Education Foundation of Ottawa at 133 Greenbank Road, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K2H 6L3. The Foundation can provide an official tax receipt. 
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On a day when many Ottawa dads were tearing across the city in 
search of last-minute Christmas gifts, Obi Okoye was trying to make 
funeral arrangements for his nine-year-old son. 

“It’s frantic, I’m swamped,” Okoye told the Sun Wednesday. 

He said he was “all over the city” making final arrangements for his 
son Olisadike “Oli” Soludo Okoye, who drowned Tuesday afternoon 
in the swift and frigid Rideau River at Strathcona Park — just a few 
blocks from their Sandy Hill apartment. 

The nine-year-old died despite desperate attempts by firefighters and 
paramedics to save him. The boy and a friend were playing along the 
edge of the river when Oli somehow went into the water. About 16 
minutes later, his body was pulled from the waters about 800 metres 
downstream. 

Efforts to revive him failed and he was declared dead at CHEO later 
in the afternoon. 

Wednesday Okoye was on the road all day — speaking to funeral homes and cemetery operators — but money is 
scarce for the young family who live in subsidized housing and had invested what little spare they had in gifts for their 
two young children — Oli and his four-year-old sister Adora. 

Wednesday night a private family gathering was held at the home of a friend on St. Laurent Blvd. About 50 people 
filled the small home to go over details and plans for the coming busy, difficult days and to collect donations to help 
Okoye and his partner Donna Joseph pay for their son’s funeral. 

As shoes piled up by the door, family members exchanged long, tight hugs and cried while friends stood nervously, 
wishing they could do more.  

“I’m glad you’re here, I really need you,” Okoye said to a friend as he held his arm with two hands.  

Shawn Joseph-Felteau was one of those invited to the meeting and will never be able to shake the image of his little 
cousin’s lifeless body. 

“He looked like he was sleeping,” said Joseph-Felteau, who went to CHEO Tuesday night after receiving a phone call 
about the tragedy. 

“There’s no words, I can’t describe it. I just broke down as soon as I saw him. I was shaking him to wake up.”  

Joseph-Felteau is Oli’s second cousin. 

“He was such an outgoing little person,” he said of the bespectacled lad, who was tall for his age. “He reminded me of 
myself. 

“He was always hyper and liked to play. He had a (Nintendo) DS and never put it down.”  

He said Oli, who recently celebrated a birthday, was a very good student. He attended Grade 4 at St. Brigid Catholic 
school on Springfield Rd. 

 
A nine-year-old boy who fell into the Rideau 
River near Strathcona Park is dead.  
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The last time he saw the boy alive was on Dec. 6 for a funeral and memorial for Joseph-Felteau’s grandfather — Oli’s 
great-grandfather. 

“They say the good die young,” he said. “I guess he was going to be one of the good ones. My grandfather was calling 
for him.”  

Joseph-Felteau planned to go shopping this week for Oli’s Christmas present, or perhaps would have just brought him 
cash this weekend. 

“I don’t wish this on anybody,” said Joseph-Felteau, who has four kids of his own.  

“Christmas is the worst time for this to happen.”  

doug.hempstead@sunmedia.ca 
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