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NOUVELLE CHAIRE DE
RECHERCHE À L’U D’O
Un donateur préférant garder l’anonymat verse 3,5 millions $ à l’École de gestion Telfer de
l’Université d’Ottawa pour la création d’une chaire de recherche en histoire des affaires. Cette chaire
portera le nom d’Edgard Thivierge, qui a enseigné à l’Université d’Ottawa entre 1927 et 1966. Ses
travaux doivent débuter dès l’année 2011-2012 et consisteront en des recherches sur la gestion dans
les secteurs privés, publics et sans but lucratif. Son titulaire, qui dont être nommé dans les prochains
mois devra concentrer ses recherches sur les multiples facettes de l’histoire des affaires, telles les
entreprises familiales et les modèles de gouvernance.
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BY DAVID REEVELY

Ashbury sought deal in sex case,
parents say
Attempts to satisfy teen’s family failed, says chairman of private school’s board
An elite Ottawa private school allegedly offered to cover the costs of any lawsuit if the parents who
claim their son was sexually assaulted on a school trip would try to get any possible charges dropped
against the school’s teachers, according to court documents filed by the parents.
The claim is part of a lawsuit the parents are pursuing against Ashbury College, saying that one of
their children was assaulted during a trip to Boston by fellow students, who allegedly pounced on the
youth in his hotel room and digitally penetrated him.
The suit claims teachers mishandled the incident and frustrated a Boston police investigation by
sending the alleged attackers home and trying to hush the matter up.
None of the allegations has been proved in any court.
The youths, two of whom are facing charges in Massachusetts, say the incident was ordinary
“roughhousing.”
The teachers and the school say the incident was handled properly.
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Ashbury: Chairman says school,
parents could not agree
In the latest filing, the parents of the alleged victim say that in an earlier effort to settle the matter,
one intractable difference between them and the school was that they “ refused to interfere with
procedures undertaken by Boston authorities.”
Meanwhile, they say, the school offered that “ provided that the Boston authorities would formally
advise that no criminal proceedings would be undertaken against the teachers and ( headmaster Tam)
Matthews, Ashbury would then indemnify (the parents) if Matthews (and the teachers involved) were to
sue them,” presumably for making a claim that the teachers acted wrongly and then later recanting.
Chris Teron, the chairman of Ashbury’s board, said there was a negotiation between the school and
the parents after the incident.
“ There was certainly a process that took place with the parents where we attempted to understand
their concerns and see if we could move forward in a healthy relationship,” he said. The negotiation
failed, he said, though he declined to discuss any details. “I wasn’t directly involved in the negotiations
with them.”
The new documents also say that the Ashbury authorities wanted to have the Ottawa police deal
with the criminal allegations, but the force didn’t have jurisdiction over the matter.
The parents claim that the teachers informed the Ottawa police of the incident through the school’s
resource officer, but because the report was made on Saturday, nobody would look into it until at least
the following Monday. At any rate, the parents claim, that wasn’t the appropriate way to report a
potentially criminal matter.
None of the students involved now attends Ashbury, which has become part of the lawsuit. The
parents allege that their child and his siblings weren’t sent their annual reapplication packages when
they refused to go along with the school’s way of handling the situation.
Teron said Tuesday that since the school and the parents couldn’t agree on how to move forward
together, the family wasn’t invited to register again.
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Catholic board’s steady hand is
leaving behind a proud legacy
Jamie McCracken is set to retire as director, having shaped a school board
ready to meet today’s educational challenges. MATTHEW PEARSON reports.
After more than 20 years with the Ottawa Catholic School Board, Jamie McCracken says he wants to
be as far away as possible from a classroom come September.

PAT MCGRATH, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

After more than 20 years, Ottawa Catholic School Board director James McCracken will retire
at the end of the school year. He ushered in an era of fiscal responsibility, professional
development and charity.
“I have to be in another time zone on a different continent,” said McCracken, who retires June 30.
Otherwise, he joked, he’d be peering in the windows, making sure everything is under control.
It’s the kind of separation anxiety you might expect from a man vacating his job as the board’s
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director of education after seven years.
What McCracken, 57, leaves behind is a lean, fiscally prudent board determined to open the f irst
high schools in new and growing communities across the city; a board that envisions professional
development for all staff and gives hundreds of thousands of dollars to charity every year.
After teaching English for about a dozen years in Mississauga, McCracken came to Ottawa in 1989
to be vice-principal of St. Paul High School in Nepean.
He rose up through the ranks and, by 2001, was the deputy director of education.
As director, he’s proven to be a steady hand when it comes to the board’s finances, including next
year’s $404.6-million budget, which trustees recently passed in seven minutes.
The public Ottawa-Carleton District School Board might wish for that kind of budget ease as it
grapples with a multimillion-dollar deficit and protracted budgetary process.
McCracken wouldn’t talk about the public board’s finances, but he was more than happy to explain
how the Catholic board balances its books.
One way is by conserving energy. From installing better windows and replacing outdated heating
systems to turning lights and computers off when classrooms aren’t in use, McCracken said the board
has avoided spending about $7.5 million on gas, hydro and heating bills over the past four years.
“If you don’t spend that money on heating your building, you can spend (it) on hiring more
teachers,” he said.
The board also keeps its administrative ranks lean and doesn’t automatically fill every job vacancy,
but instead looks for ways to reconfigure positions to save money.
That fiscal prudence has helped the Catholic board be nimble and quick when it comes to building
new schools in fast-developing areas, giving it a head start on securing students.
The board has opened seven new high schools since 1990, including St. Francis Xavier High School
— the f irst high school in the Riverside South area.
McCracken makes no apologies about his board’s determination to be first in a new community,
beating out the city’s three other school boards.
“There’s a healthy competition between the four school boards,” he said. “I think that’s an obvious
thing.”
Not long after becoming director, McCracken decided to offer professional development
opportunities to all staff, not just teachers. He also started bringing all 4,000 employees — from
superintendents to janitors — to a one-day pep rally dubbed Christian Community Day.
“I wanted to send that message … there’s not two levels of staff in the school board — academic
and administrative. They’re all equal, they’re all worthy of professional development, they’re all worthy
of coming to a day to celebrate Catholic education.”
The board, he added with pride, gives generously to charity.
The Catholic Education Foundation of Ottawa, which is funded primarily through employee payroll
deductions, has given about $1 million over the past four years to students whose families needed help
making ends meet.
The board also raises a sizable sum of cash for the United Way and gives the Shepherds of Good
Hope more than $500,000 every year.
“We stress academic excellence, but we also stress living your faith. It’s not just a matter of talking
about your faith, but doing something to help other people,” he said.
McCracken, whose recreational passions range from reading and painting to golf and kayaking, said
he plans to devote the first part of his retirement to sitting on several boards, including the United Way,
Shepherds of Good Hope and The Ottawa Hospital.
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BY MATTHEW PEARSON

School board passes two-year budget
Trustees worried about tying hands
of future board
Committing a future board to making cuts — particularly when this is an election year — was diff
icult for some trustees to swallow, but the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board passed a balanced
budget late Tuesday night.
Weary applause broke out after the final vote was tallied and board chair Cathy Curry declared the
process over for another year.
“ Superintendent Clarke, your blood pressure can go right back down to normal levels,” she joked.
With the public school board facing a $ 14.9-million deficit, it was Michael Clarke, the board’s chief f
inancial off icer, who devised a twoyear plan that would see trustees approve some cuts for the 20102011 school year and some for the following year.
Otherwise, Clarke said, a year from now, the board could face even tougher challenges and have
less money to address them.
But with a school board election in the fall and fears the proposed cuts could cause unnecessary
grief for the public, some trustees opposed the idea of a two-year plan.
“ I don’t know why we should be attempting to gaze into a murky crystal ball,” said Rob Campbell,
who represents the Rideau/Vanier and Capital wards.
Clarke told trustees the two-year plan would let the community know how the board plans to deal
with its current funding problem. Given the province’s own financial difficulties, he added funding for
the 2011-2012 school year could pose its own problems.
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Budget: Trustees had already
approved $2.9 million in cuts
“The existing problem needs to be dealt with completely,” Clarke said.
The main budget motion passed unanimously, but several trustees opposed the secondary motion
that included the proposed changes for the 2011-2012 school year, including Jennifer McKenzie.
The trustee for the Kitchissippi and Somerset wards said the board has no idea how much provincial
grants will be next year and said the proposed changes are inconsistent with the board’s strategic plan.
“I’m not comfortable at all with it and I couldn’t support it,” she said.
But Riley Brockington, chair of the budget committee, said nothing trustees approved is set in
stone.
“If next year’s board of trustees is uncomfortable with any of those, it will be in order for any
member of the budget committee to address it,” he said.
Speaking for himself — and not on behalf of the budget committee — Brockington blamed the
provincial government for the board’s budgetary challenges.
He said both the full-day kindergarten and English as a Second Language programs are
underfunded and noted there is a large gap between what the province funds the board to pay its
teachers and what the board actually pays them.
The school board projects expenditures for the 2010-2011 school year totaling $737.6 million —
about $15 million shy of its $722.8 million in revenues, much of which comes from the province.
Trustees previously approved $2.9 million in cuts and the current budget outlines plans for $ 3.6
million more in cuts or savings and $1.9 million in revenue increases. The board will cover the
remaining $6.5 million through its reserves.
Over the course of several budget committee meetings, trustees identified an additional $700,000 in
possible reductions as well as the potential of an additional $100,000 in revenue, for a total of
$800,000.
Trustees used that money to add four English as a Second Language teachers back into the mix at
the elementary level at a cost of $270,000. They also decided to allot $265,000 to individual school
budgets, designated $165,000 to fund Multicultural Liaison Officers for next year and put $100,000
back into reserves.
McKenzie said adding the four ESL teachers would be a “blessing” for schools struggling to serve
these students.
Curry said the added money for schools is in response to the most common request she gets from
principals and noted it will help students in all schools and at all grade levels.
Orléans-Cumberland trustee John Shea agreed, saying “this is important money that affects every
student in the board.”
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