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Four local school boards and the Ottawa police will meet Tuesday to 
begin training on a new protocol to deal with, and possibly prevent, future threats of violence at schools said Sgt. Mark 
Houldsworth. 

Houldsworth explained the protocol will assist everyone in the event of scenarios like a school shooting or if a student 
says online he or she intends to harm someone at school. 

“You want to identity possible threats of serious violence and you want to respond to them. We don’t want to over react 
and we don’t want to under react.  

We want to react appropriately,” said Houldsworth who works in the Ottawa police youth section. 

Each school board currently have their own set of rules to manage such situations but the new violence/threat risk 
assessment protocol will bring everyone under the same umbrella. 

“The approach is when you have information you respond to it,” he said. 

That includes sharing student information without jeopardizing their right to privacy, if possible. 

Each school will have a response team that share and review student information to create a plan of action. 

The protocol is based on the work of Kevin Cameron of the Canadian Centre for Threat Assessment and Trauma 
Response. 

Cameron is an expert in traumatic stress and trains crisis response teams nationally and internationally said police. 

Cameron will provide a two-day training for the response teams Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-Est, Conseil des écoles 
publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario and the Ottawa Catholic School Board are the boards taking place in the training. 

Kenneth.jackson@sunmedia.ca 
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Des rêves grandioses à La Cité 
collégiale  

30 novembre 2010 Le Droit 

Le collège francophone planche sur neuf projets totalisant 225 millions $ 

La Cité collégiale d’Ottawa veut littéralement faire « éclater ses murs » au cours de la prochaine 
décennie avec la mise en chantier de neuf projets majeurs totalisant 225 millions $, a appris LeDroit. 
campus virtuel qui offrirait une dizaine de programmes d’études.  

La Cité collégiale planche sur neuf projets d’agrandissement, dont deux nouveaux pavillons 
complets (en gris foncé sur l’esquisse), qui viendraient se greffer à son campus principal de 
la promenade de l’Aviation. 

Lise Bourgeois espère mettre en branle un premier projet, celui de l’institut des sciences de la 
santé, d’ici un an. Elle aimerait ensuite voir les autres projets démarrer l’un après l’autre, à mesure que 
le financement des gouvernements supérieurs sera disponible.  
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Des studios de radio tout neufs  
30 novembre 2010 Le Droit LeDroit 

Les étudiants du programme de radiodiffusion de La Cité collégiale ont maintenant des studios à la 
fine pointe de la technologie pour faire l’apprentissage de leur métier.  

Hier, le collège a procédé à l’inauguration de ses studios complètement réaménagés. Les étudiants 
ont dorénavant accès à des locaux professionnels, complètement redessinés, équipés de consoles 
numériques et de logiciels de mise en ondes et de production à l’avant-garde de l’industrie. « Nous 
n’avons gardé que les murs et les micros. Tout le reste est neuf », d’illustrer Claude Boucher, le 
coordonnateur du programme.  

La mise à jour des studios de radio de La Cité avait été entamée l’an dernier. Pour la présidente du 
collège, Lise Bourgeois, il est important que l’institution se renouvelle continuellement pour demeurer 
un chef de file dans la formation de futurs animateurs de radio. Elle a rappelé que plusieurs diplômés 
sont aujourd’hui au micro de radios francophones dans la région et ailleurs au pays.  
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School board agrees to reviews at 
last meeting  

Article rank 30 Nov 2010 Ottawa Citizen BY MATTHEW PEARSON 

She’s no Woody Guthrie, but school board chairwoman Cathy Curry was certainly a hit at Monday 
night’s board meeting when she serenaded outgoing trustees with a song.  

“This board is your board” — a play on Guthrie’s famous folk anthem This Land Is Your Land — was 
one of several lighter moments at the largely ceremonial final board meeting for the current roster of 
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board trustees.  

Riley Brockington, Doug Lloyd, David Moen and Pam Morse are all wrapping up their terms this 
week. Each was presented with a certificate, framed photo of trustees and a silver plate 
commemorating their respective years of service to the school board.  

Morse, who served a total of 14 years on the Carleton and Ottawa-Carleton school boards, said she 
will miss the opportunity to “make a difference” in her community and urged the new board members 
to govern wisely.  

“I am trusting you to make fair and balanced decisions. This is your chance to make a difference — 
use it wisely.”  

Brockington, who said his relationship with the Ottawa school board began in 1979 when he started 
kindergarten, joked that his seven years representing the municipal River ward have turned his brown 
hair grey.   
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Board: Review to aid planning, 
balance enrolment numbers  

Article rank 30 Nov 2010 Ottawa Citizen mpearson@ottawacitizen.com 

Curry was also recognized for her work as board chair. She was re-elected to the board, but 
announced recently she will not seek re-election to the position of board chair. Trustees will elect a 
board chair and vice-chair at the new board’s inaugural meeting Wednesday.  

Farewells aside, trustees had a full agenda Monday.  
The board passed a recommendation for a grade, program and boundary review of Barrhaven-area 

schools, including Farley Mowat and Barrhaven Public Schools, which are both dealing with 
overcrowding issues.  

The review will serve to balance enrolments within the seven elementary schools in the area in 
conjunction with the planned opening in 2012 of a new elementary school in Chapman Mills. The review 
will also consider the implementation of full-day kindergarten at all schools in the area.  

Trustees signed off on a plan to end the alternative program at Manor Park Public School. The board 
voted earlier this year to close the program, effective the end of this school year. They also voted 
unanimously to ask director of education Barrie Hammond to contact the City of Ottawa and officials at 
the city’s three other boards to gauge interest in re-establishing a city-school boards liaison committee. 

Finally, the board discussed the list of schools it’s recommending to the province to offer full-day 
kindergarten in the third year of the program’s five-year roll-out.  

The addition of kindergarten classes in 26 more schools across the city would bring the number of 
eligible children enrolled in the fullday program to 49 per cent by the 2012-2013 school year.  
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Stop panic over French immersion 
 

Article rank 30 Nov 2010 Ottawa Citizen 
BY MAGGIE MAMEN Maggie Mamen is a child psychologist at Centrepointe Professional Services in Nepean. 

1 
Iwas fascinated by the Citizen article on the inequalities between the French immersion and English 

school systems, and the issue of the English system being overloaded with special needs and ESL 
(English as a second language) students (“French immersion demand creating two solitudes,” Nov. 28). 
I was, however, disappointed at the somewhat simplistic suggestion made by the school board trustee, 
Rob Campbell, that the problem would be addressed by evening out the demographics “so that the 
French-language program has its fair share of both ESL and special education needs kids.”  

Having worked with children for more than 30 years, both within and outside the school system, 
and as a psychologist interested in learning difficulties, I have conducted thousands of assessments, 
spoken extensively with educators at all levels, and been involved with countless families who have 
struggled to find good, basic education for their children. I am fully aware of the tendency for parents 
to panic at the thought of their children not being able to get a job with the federal government or 
having to struggle through French language training, if they are not immersed in French in utero and 
beyond.  

This is simply nonsense. I believe that we need to stop fuelling this panic, and take a common-
sense view of the overall situation.  

Rather than talking about the possibility of middle immersion as an “idea worth exploring,” 
Campbell and the other trustees might want to revisit the extensive multidisciplinary study of the 
French immersion issue conducted by the former Carleton Board of Education’s special services 
professionals (including psychologists, speech-language pathologists and educational consultants) back 
in the late 1980s. It was definitively concluded that the best approach to French-as-a-second-language 
education was the middle immersion model — i.e. at the Grade 4 level.  

This model allows all children the opportunity to consolidate their early learning skills in their 
mother tongue before introducing a second language, and provides the necessary exposure to French 
before puberty, when vocal cords settle into their more adult-like state. It also encourages both parents 
and professionals to have an informed discussion about the range of options open to each child, based 
on actual knowledge of their academic and learning histories.  

Despite the overwhelming empirical and professional support for this approach, the notion was 
rejected by the trustees at the time and never reached the public domain for consideration.  

The notion that “French immersion is for all students,” which continues to be the mandated “ party 
line” for all Ottawa-Carleton District School Board employees, is one that grated on me when I worked 
within the system, and continues to do so to this day. There are many children for whom learning in 
their first language presents a major challenge, let alone adding the stress of a second, especially when 
they are struggling to consolidate their early academic skills. Children with developmental delays, 
language-based difficulties, auditory processing problems, and other well-defined special needs that 
place them at an immediate and clear risk for academic problems, cannot be arbitrarily sprinkled 
around the French immersion system in order to make the statistics look better.  

Rather, there needs to be a comprehensive look at program delivery across the system. If money is 
to be spent to address the current issues, please don’t spend it on yet another extensive and 
timeconsuming study to find out what we know already.  
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A New Edinburgh mother said her 15-year-old son was punched in 
the face by an Ottawa police officer while already in handcuffs. 

The woman, who doesn’t want to be named for fear it might identify her son — whose case is currently before the 
courts — said her complaint comes after a May 28, 2010 incident when her son and three of his friends were spotted 
on Rockcliffe Park Public School property. 

She said, around 10:30 p.m., Ottawa cop Thomas MacFadden arrived, in plain clothes and identified himself while her 
son was watching one of the other boys light a newspaper on fire.  

Her son ran and was tackled by the officer, his arms pinned underneath him.  

When he was unable to get his arms out, the officer allegedly began punching the teen in the head and throat — 
breaking his own hand in the process. The officer is also said to have received a split lip in the altercation. 

“My son said to officer MacFadden ‘you didn’t have to hit me that many times did you?’” according to the woman. 

She said that’s when the officer punched her son in the face again. 

None of this has been proven, but is currently under investigation by the Office of the Independent Police Review 
Director. 

Her son faces six charges, four of which were laid after she delivered a letter of complaint to police. He was the only 
one of the boys charged. 

She said the Crown has offered a deal that would see the charges withdrawn in exchange for community service — 
which she refused, claiming her son already takes part in two annual fundraisers. 

doug.hempstead@sunmedia.ca 
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