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NOMINATION AU CONSEIL
CATHOLIQUE
Le Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-Est (CECCE) a une nouvelle surintendante exécutive de
l’éducation. À l’emploi du conseil depuis cinq ans à titre de surintendante de l’éducation, Sylvie
Tremblay est enseignante de formation. Ce poste de surintendance exécutive était vacant depuis la
nomination de Bernard Roy au poste de directeur de l’éducation du CECCE, en remplacement de Lise
Bourgeois, maintenant à La Cité collégiale. Au fil des années, elle a occupé le poste de directrice
adjointe, de directrice d’école, puis de directrice des services pédagogiques. Les quatre surintendants
de l’éducation du CECCE ont tous touché des salaires de 144 200 $ l’an dernier.
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NOUVELLE PRÉSIDENTE AU
CONSEIL D’ADMINISTRATION
DE L’UQO
Le conseil d’administration de l’Université du Québec en Outaouais (UQO) aura une nouvelle
présidente, dès mardi prochain. Lisette Blouin-Monfils, une ancienne diplômée de l’UQO, prendra la
relève de Marlène Thonnard, qui n’a pas sollicité un nouveau mandat après quatre ans à la présidence.
Mme BlouinMonfils a longtemps travaillé au sein de la fonction publique fédérale et oeuvre depuis 12
ans en tant que consultante pour divers ministères. Elle siège depuis trois ans au conseil
d’administration.
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High schools receive defibrillators
By ANDREW SNOOK, SPECIAL TO THE OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: May 28, 2010 5:49pm

High schools across Ottawa are being handed a donation that truly
provides a shock to the system.
Every one of Ottawa’s 51 high schools is being equipped with an automated external defibrillator (AED).
The initiative was spearheaded by the Advanced Coronary Treatment (ACT) Foundation. ACT has partnered with the
province, the Sens Foundation, Ottawa Senators owner Eugene Melnyk, and the Heart and Stroke Foundation to train
more than 10,000 high school students on how to use a defibrillator.
ACT’s partners have donated $280,000 towards the implementation of the Ottawa ACT High School AED Program.
The announcement was made Friday at Holy Trinity Catholic High School in Kanata.
Melnyk knows the importance of defibrillators and CPR first-hand, having lost his father to a heart attack when he was
17.
“This was something that struck a real nerve with him,” said Cyril Leeder, president of Senators Sports and
Entertainment. “He wanted to be part of this.”
The Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario says cardiac arrest is the No. 1 cause of death for young adults.
“Unfortunately, to know whether you have a heart condition as a youth only typically happens when the cardiac arrest
occurs,” said Joanne Cote, manager of resuscitation programs at the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario.
“The reason why CPR is so important right after you deliver the shock is because that’s when the heart and brain
needs oxygen the most,” Cote said. “The unit is great, but it’s a complement to CPR.”
Cote said that high school students have nothing to fear from pranksters looking to give a fellow classmate a wake-up
call courtesy of their school’s defibrillator.
“The unit is not capable of shocking someone that doesn’t need it,” she said.
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BY GLEN MCGREGOR

Ashbury files statement of defence in
alleged attack
Stands by teachers’ actions on Boston trip
Ashbury College says its teachers responded quickly and acted professionally after an alleged
assault on a Grade 11 student on a school history trip to Boston in 2007.
The elite Rockcliffe private school is actively defending a lawsuit launched by the boy and his
parents and has filed a cross-claim against three other students allegedly involved in the incident.
The parents claim the boy, then 16, was held down on his hotel room bed by two students while
another grabbed his genitals and digitally penetrated his anus. Another student videotaped the attack
and the clip was uploaded onto a student’s laptop computer, the suit alleged.
Two of the students are facing criminal charges in Massachusetts over the incident.
In a statement of defence, filed in Ontario Superior court Friday, the school says teachers on the
trip responded immediately when the boy told them of the attack, just before midnight on Nov. 16,
2007.
The teachers seized the camera and laptop, interviewed students and — realizing the seriousness of
the incident — contacted Ashbury headmaster Tam Matthews at 1:45 a.m., according to the defence.
He ordered that, in keeping with the school’s discipline policy, two of the boys allegedly involved
leave the trip immediately and return home. They were flown to Ottawa the next day.
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Ashbury files defence in assault case
By LAURA CZEKAJ, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: May 28, 2010 7:44pm

Ashbury College has officially denied allegations that the private
school mishandled and “downplayed” an alleged assault against a 16-year-old student during a school trip two years
ago.
A statement of defence was filed in court late Friday afternoon on behalf of the college, four teachers and the
headmaster, along with a cross claim against the three students accused of the alleged assault.
The cross claim filed by headmaster Tam Matthews, teachers Alyssa Novick, Ian Middleton, Hugh Penton, Lyne
Desfosses and Ashbury College Inc., demands compensation from the accused students for any legal costs incurred.
Earlier Friday, college alumni were sent a letter from Chris Teron, chair of the board of governors, advising them not to
speak publicly about the matter and to forward any questions to college officials.
“The school handled the incident in a very caring and professional manner cooperating fully with the authorities,
investigations and legal proceedings,” Teron wrote. “Our statement of defence responds to the allegations and the
school will work through the legal process to fully support our teachers, students and the integrity of the school.”
The family of the alleged victim claims the school hindered efforts to have the case reported and investigated and that
it minimized the assault and therefore shamed the boy. They also claim the boy and his siblings were “expelled” from
the school.
None of the allegations have been proven in court.
The alleged assault happened during a school trip to Boston in November 2007. The student claims that four
classmates entered his hotel room and pinned him to the bed, and that one student grabbed his genitals and digitally
penetrated his anus while another student video taped the incident. The video was then downloaded onto a laptop
computer.
The college claims the teachers on the trip immediately responded to the incident by launching an investigation,
seizing the laptop and notifying parents and authorities in Boston. Two of the accused students were flown back to
Ottawa along with a teacher carrying the laptop for safe keeping.
The school’s defence statement also claims the parents of the boy attacked the teachers’ character, competence and
parenting abilities. As a result the teachers have suffered “stress and anxiety in their personal, professional and family
lives.”
Two of the accused students have been charged with indecent assault and battery, and assault and battery in
Massachusetts.
laura.czekaj@sunmedia.ca
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Health crisis puts teen in CHEO spotlight
By GREG PEERENBOOM, QMI AGENCY
Last Updated: May 30, 2010 11:23pm

LONG SAULT — Emilie Brown is still very much a normal teenager.
She likes dance and theatre, is surrounded by a loving family — her best friend is her sister — and lives in a pleasant,
middle-class neighbourhood. She’s generally near the top in her classes.
You wouldn’t know that almost a year ago she came face-to-face with her own mortality, when she had just finished
her exams and was looking forward to a summer job with the City of Cornwall that would add to her savings for
university.
“I was just getting to go the movies (on June 20, 2009),” she said, and then gets up from the sofa and walks over to the
top of the stairs.
“I was about here when I started babbling and drooling, and I almost lost my balance on the stairs.”
Her dad, Jim, came over and guided Emilie over to the couch “and kind of looked at me.”
Emilie found it difficult to form words, so Jim asked her to write about her symptoms.
She explained her tongue couldn’t seem to respond to what she was trying to say.
Her parents call for an ambulance and when paramedics arrived, they gave her glucose in the guess that her blood
sugar was low (she’s not diabetic, however).
‘Was I going to die?’
The family then headed to Cornwall Community Hospital, where emergency department staff tried to figure out what
was happening.
“I was kind of scared; I looked over to my mom (Helen) and asked, ‘Was I going to die?’”
In a short while, the ER physician decided Emilie should go to CHEO.
By the time she arrived at CHEO, the 16-year-old was also suffering from partial paralysis. “My face was drooping on
the left side.”
She was administered the blood thinner Coumadin and she went through a barrage of tests: CTC, MRI and ECG,
which determined the location of a clot in her brain.
“I had a lot of bruises,” she said of the Coumadin injections in various parts of her body.
It was part of an 11-day stay at CHEO, 10 with Helen next to her.
“It was frightening, when you’re wondering if she’ll be able to pull through,” Helen said. “At the beginning, there was a
lot of swelling on the brain.”
Emilie was eventually cleared to go home, with an understanding of what led to the stroke — a defective heart valve,
which was corrected by a minor heart surgery last October.
In-between were many physio and speech therapy sessions.
“They had someone work on her face (as soon as possible),” Helen said.
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Telethon co-host
“I still have a bit of (imbalance),” Emilie said, with both agreeing the slight imperfection can give more character to
someone’s features.
One of her visits to physio at CHEO led to by-chance encounter between Helen and Max Keeping, the former CJOH
news anchor who hosts the CHEO telethon.
“He said he still had a spot open for a co-host, so I suggested Emilie.”
The telethon is next Saturday and Sunday, from the Canadian War Museum.
The stroke has also influenced less vain attributes. Emilie has a new perspective on her future.
“I have more interest in the medical field; before I thought about teaching,” she said.
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Hotel shortage hits school survivor
summit
An upcoming meeting of the commission that’s trying to help heal the legacy of residential schools
in Canada has been hit by a shortage of available hotel rooms in the Winnipeg area. So organizers are
asking Winnipeg residents if they’d be willing to host residential school survivors who are gathering for
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada conference next month. The event — being held in
The Forks, Man., from June 16 to 19 — is the first of seven national get-togethers organizers say could
draw as many as 15,000 people.
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Kindergarten killer executed
A man was executed Sunday for carrying out a bloody assault on 32 people, mostly small children,
at a kindergarten in eastern China, one of a spate of attacks on schools that shocked the nation. Xu
Yuyuan, 47, burst into a classroom in the city of Taixing last month and stabbed children and teachers
with a large knife, leaving four victims badly injured. The assault is one of a number that took place in
China in a period of less than two months, leaving 17 people — including 15 children — dead and more
than 80 injured. Two of the attackers committed suicide.
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Suit: School denies delay in
reporting incident
The parents alleged in the lawsuit that Ashbury teachers delayed telling them about the incident and
rushed the two students home to frustrate attempts by Boston police to investigate.
However, in the statement of defence, Ashbury says the boy didn’t want teachers to call his
parents. They decided to let him sleep and planned to wake him before 7 a.m. the next day to contact
his parents.
“The teachers immediately took steps to ensure the well-being and safety of (the boy) and isolated
(two of the students allegedly involved) for the safety of all other students on the trip pending an
investigation,” the defence says.
The following day, the defence says, the boy “was observed to be laughing and partaking in the trip
activities.” When they asked him if he wanted to go home, he said he wanted to stay and enjoy the rest
of the trip.
The school also disputes that delays in reporting the incident interfered in the criminal investigation
by Boston police. They co-operated with authorities, the school claims, with the teachers leaving their
cellphone numbers with the hotel so they could be contacted, the defence says.
None of the allegations in either the lawsuit or the statement of defence has been proved in court.
The lawsuit names only three of the alleged attackers as defendants. One of the boys apologized to
the family and was not sued. Also named as defendants are Matthews and four Ashbury teachers.
The school also notes that the boy’s parents signed a consent form before the optional Boston trip
that expressly stated he would be unsupervised at times.
“We agree that the conduct of the student during these substantially unsupervised hours (the
“unsupervised time”), as well as all consequences flowing from such conduct, are the student’s sole
responsibility,” the consent form said, according to the defence.
Contrary to the claims in the lawsuit, the school says the boy and his younger siblings were not
expelled from Ashbury.
The school says they were offered re-enrollment if the parents agreed to “work co-operatively” with
the school, but they didn’t respond, the defence says.
After the trip, the school says, the boy’s parents actively pushed Boston authorities for criminal
prosecution of the teachers and expressed surprise to other parents that the individuals were still
allowed to teach.
The parents “impugned the character, competence and parenting abilities of the teachers and
suggested that Ashbury and the teachers did not adequately care for” their son, the defence says.
This caused “irreparable damage to the physical and mental health of the teachers and caused them
to suffer stress and anxiety in their personal, professional and family lives,” the defence says.
The cross-claim says that, if the lawsuit is successful, the three boys are liable for any damages
Ashbury is forced to pay.
Chris Teron, chairman of Ashbury’s board of governors, said Friday he was proud of how the
teachers handled the incident.
“We’ve got all sorts of great policies on how our trips work,” he said. “ The teachers certainly
followed that and did a good job.”
Teron warned alumni in an e-mail on Friday morning that they should not speak to the media about
the case. In the message, he complained that the coverage of the case had been “ largely unbalanced”
and asked alumni to refer any calls they receive back to the headmaster or the school’s new director of
communications.
Teron said he sent the note because unfortunate perceptions about the school had been advanced
in the media through reporting on the lawsuit. These reports gave “a very inaccurate twist on what
happened,” he said.
The four students allegedly involved in the incident are no longer at Ashbury.
The student who held the camera has also filed a statement of defence.
He claims he was invited by other students to “ play a joke” and accompanied them to the boy’s
hotel room, but did not encourage or otherwise take part, other than videotaping.
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