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Le Centre franco-ontarien de ressources pédagogiques (CFORP) a lancé hier une nouvelle 
collection mettant en valeur les plus grands acteurs de la communauté franco-ontarienne. 
Les trois premiers ouvrages de la collection « Des gens d’exception » sont dédiés à Gisèle 
Lalonde, Mariette Carrier-Fraser, et Maurice Lapointe. Les livres, sous forme de petites 
biographies, retracent les moments forts de la vie des trois infatigables activistes. La 
collection s’adresse principalement aux étudiants ontariens de 12e année. « Les élèves 
doivent connaître ce que ces gens-là ont fait pour la francophonie en Ontario », estime le 
directeur général du CFORP, Gilles Leroux. M. Leroux croit que les ouvrages, de format très 
accessible – entre 70 et 100 pages – contribueront à l’amélioration des connaissances 
historiques des Franco-Ontariens de tous âges. Le lancement a été particulièrement 
émouvant pour Gisèle Lalonde, dont l’ouvrage qui lui a été consacré a été écrit par son 
neveu, le défunt journaliste Michel Gratton. Le manuscrit a été déposé une semaine avant le 
décès de ce dernier, survenu plus tôt cette année, le 13 janvier. 

ÉTIENNE RANGER, LeDroit 

Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 27 mai 2011 - DES FRANCO-ONTARIENS D’EXCE...

2011-05-27http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=2f6a42f...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 27 mai 2011 - Page #44

2011-05-27http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...
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L’aide offerte par l’Université du Québec en Outaouais à ses étudiants en enseignement pour les 
préparer au Test de certification en français écrit pour l’enseignement a porté fruit. Au total, 93% des 
étudiants de la cohorte 2008 ont réussi cet examen obligatoire. L’hiver dernier, l’UQO avait invité les 
étudiants de la cohorte 2008 qui avaient failli le test à s’inscrire à des cours de mise à niveau. Les 15 
étudiants qui ont suivi ces cours ont tous réussi leur examen.  

LeDroit  
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Le nouveau visage de la Côte-de-
Sable  

27 mai 2011 Le Droit PHILIPPE ORFALI porfali@ledroit.com 

Avec une douzaine de projets immobiliers terminés depuis cinq ans ou en cours de développement, 
près de 2 000 nouveaux logements et pas moins de 3000 résidents attendus, le quartier de la Côte-de-
Sable change progressivement de visage. Un remodelage qui ne s’effectue pas sans heurts.  

Avec pas moins de 3000 nouveaux résidents attendus, l’ancien quartier patrominial de la 
Côte-de-Sable change rapidement de visage. 

Robert Stehle a tout vu depuis qu’il s’est installé dans la Côte-de-Sable, en 1981 : le vacarme de la 
population étudiante, la réfection de l’avenue King Edward, les maisons à crack de la rue Besserer, ou 
encore l’établissement de nouvelles ambassades le long de l’avenue Laurier. Mais le président de 
l’association communautaire Action Côtede-Sable est le premier à reconnaître que jamais son quartier 
n’a-t-il autant suscité l’engouement des promoteurs immobiliers de la capitale – du moins, pas depuis le 
début du XXe siècle.  

Quatre mille nouvelles personnes sont venues s’installer à deux blocs à la ronde de l’angle des rues 
Cumberland et Rideau depuis 2001.  

Rien que cet été, des tours à logements seront construites sur les rues Daly, Besserer et 
Cumberland. À elles seules, les tours de Claridge qui seront bâties à l’angle Rideau et Cumberland 
ajouteront 450 unités de logement au quartier. C’est sans compter l’édification d’un nouveau Shopper’s 
Drug Mart sur les lieux du défunt restaurant Nate’s, sur Rideau, et de deux édifices de l’Université 
d’Ottawa sur Louis-Pasteur et King Edward.  

L’inévitable  
« Nous sommes dans un quartier rempli de maisons patrimoniales, urbain, situé au centre-ville. 

L’intensification résidentielle va se produire, et se produit déjà, affirme M. Stehle. Qu’on le désire ou 
non. »  

Par le passé, son groupe n’a pas hésité à disputer devant la Commission des affaires municipales de 
l’Ontario certains projets immobiliers. Des poursuites qui se sont soldées par des échecs. Aujourd’hui, 
Action Côte-de-Sable « travaille avec les promoteurs plutôt que de les confronter », pour s’assurer que 
ce qu’ils construisent s’intègre bien au secteur. Les pressions du groupe ont par exemple permis de 
diminuer le nombre d’étages de certains édifices, de planter davantage de végétation ou d’élargir les 
trottoirs aux environs de nouveaux bâtiments.  

« Le boom que connaît Côte-de-Sable est un couteau à double tranchant, ajoute le conseiller 

MARTIN ROY, LeDroit 
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municipal Mathieu Fleury. Certains voient des aspects positifs aux investissements qui ont cours. 
D’autres craignent de voir disparaître Côte-de-Sable. »  

Les deux ont peut-être raison, opinet-il. « Le boom ne doit pas se faire n’importe comment. » 
N’importe comment, comme le Beer Store de la rue Rideau, ou le Shoppers Drug Mart actuellement en 
construction à l’est de l’intersection RideauKing Edward. « Le terrain de la pharmacie est zoné pour un 
maximum de 10 étages. Le promoteur a fait le strict minimum requis. Une première », expose le 
gestionnaire de programme pour le secteur urbain central de la Ville d’Ottawa, Alain Miguelez.  

Comment expliquer cet engouement des constructeurs ? Simple question de demande, dit-il. La 
demande provient surtout d’une nouvelle génération, jeune, urbaine, éduquée et financièrement à 
l’aise… et ayant horreur des bouchons de circulation.  

« L’engouement est réel. Les tours à logement ne sont pas construites tout bonnement. Depuis dix 
ans, la revitalisation du centre-ville fait en sorte qu’il est plus facile d’habiter, de travailler et de se 
divertir au centre-ville, tout ça en se déplaçant à pied », dit-il.  

Mathieu Fleury, lui, ne se désole pas de voir les édifices en piètre état tomber sous le pic des 
démolisseurs, et les nombreux terrains vagues du quartier se faire plus rares. « L’important, c’est la 
façon dont c’est fait. Et la ville, les promoteurs et la communauté semblent avoir compris qu’il est plus 
facile de travailler ensemble pour éviter les problèmes. » Une vision partagée par le groupe de M. 
Stehle.  
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Le ministère de la Famille verse 47000 $ à différents services de garde de la Vallée de la Gatineau 
pour combler l’absence de service à la fin de l’été, entre la fin des camps de jour et le début de l’année 
scolaire. Les parents devront débourser 18$ par jour pour profiter de ce service.  
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Parents scramble to update 
children’s vaccinations after school 
warning  
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Article rank 27 May 2011 Ottawa Citizen By kristy nease and Louisa tayLor 

Letters sent to 20,000 families 

Hundreds of parents across the city scrambled to update their children’s immunization records this 
week — and more were expected to do so next week — after receiving notice that students were going 
to be suspended for not being properly vaccinated.  

At one school in Lowertown, École secondaire publique De La Salle, more than 60 students were in 
danger of being sent home this week unless they updated their records with Ottawa Public Health.  

The city’s health agency updates immunization records every year by monitoring a sample of 
families, according to Dr. Nadine Sicard, Ottawa’s associate medical officer of health. Two warning 
notices were sent to parents in the sample — the first in late February/early March, the second in April 
— indicating which records were incomplete, as well as the deadline for filing the updates. The notices 
also warned that their children could be suspended from school if their records weren’t updated by the 
deadline, which this year was May 8.  

Records can be updated by calling, faxing or mailing the information to Ottawa Public Health, using 
the agency’s website, or reporting in person.  

Still, some parents said they were caught off-guard when the notice of impending suspension went 
out to 1,800 families last week. The same notice will be going out to another 1,800 next week.  

Alex Fraser’s two daughters, a 15-year-old in Grade 10 and a 17-year-old in Grade 11, attend École 
secondaire publique De La Salle. They received their pending suspension notice last Friday, and got 
their shots on Wednesday morning. That afternoon, according to the father, the girls were called into 
the principal’s office and told by a secretary that they had to go home.  

“It was not a suspension,” said Marilyne Guèvremont, head of communications for the French Public 
School Board of Eastern Ontario. “The students were asked to go home to get the documents and come 
back, to close the loop on the paperwork.”  

Under provincial legislation in place since the mid’80s, parents are legally responsible for updating 
their child’s vaccination records and public health units are required to monitor vaccination levels.  

This year, Ottawa Public Health chose a sample of 20,000 families to monitor, working with school 
boards to gather class lists. Warning notices were sent to all 20,000 families, the majority of which 
updated their records by the May 8 deadline, Sicard said, adding that “very rarely” the agency hears 
from parents who say they received no notification.  

To update your child’s immunization records, call Ottawa Public Health at 613580-6744, or enter the 
information online at www.ottawa.  
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Dame nature n’a pas été tendre envers les 22 élèves de 5e secondaire participant à la 21e édition 
des 30 heures de vélo de l’école polyvalente Nicolas-Gatineau, dont le départ a été donné hier matin à 
5 h 30. La pluie s’est abattue hier et devait continuer à tomber par moments aujourd’hui. Elle allait 
certes compliquer la vie des jeunes athlètes qui pédaleront jusqu’à 11 h 30 aujourd’hui afin d’amasser 
des fonds pour la Fondation Go, organisme qui s’est donné une double mission : promouvoir des projets 
qui visent l’adoption de saines habitudes de vie chez les jeunes du Québec et soutenir la recherche sur 
les maladies héréditaires orphelines.  

PATRICK WOODBURY, Le Droit 
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UN QUARTIER AU COEUR DE 
L’HISTOIRE D’OTTAWA  
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Le quartier Côte-de-Sable, situé à proximité de l’Université d’Ottawa et caractérisé par ses 
nombreuses maisons de briques, a longtemps été occupé par la classe bourgeoise francophone. C’est 
en 1828 que Louis-Théodore Besserer, un notaire de Québec, devient propriétaire d’un vaste terrain 
situé dans la Côte-de-Sable. À l’époque, cette propriété allait des rues Rideau et Laurier, jusqu’à la 
rivière Rideau et la rue Waller. Aujourd’hui, le quartier de la Côtede-Sable englobe tout le territoire 
situé entre le canal Rideau et la rivière Rideau, entre la rue Rideau et l’avenue Mann. Le quartier doit 
son nom à son sol, composé en partie de sable. Les somptueuses résidences, dont plusieurs ont 
aujourd’hui été transformées en ambassades, y sont nombreuses.  
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Drame à l’école Mother Theresa  
27 mai 2011 Le Droit LOUIS-DENIS ÉBACHER ldebacher@ledroit.com 

Une explosion tue une personne et en blesse cinq autres 

Une tragédie a frappé l’école secondaire catholique Mother Teresa d’Ottawa, hier, alors qu’un élève 
de 12e année a perdu la vie à la suite d’une violente explosion qui s’est produite dans une classe de 
mécanique.  

Un projet de fin d’année a pris un tournant tragique, hier matin, dans l’atelier de mécanique 
de l’école secondaire catholique Mother Theresa, dans le secteur Barrhaven. Une violente 
explosion y a tué Eric Leighton, 18 ans, en plus de blesser cinq autres personnes. 

Le décès de Eric Leighton, 18 ans, a été confirmé par une source hospitalière, tard hier soir.  
La victime avait d’abord été réanimée par les paramédics dépêchés sur les lieux vers 10 h 40, peu 

après l’incident. Jusqu’à 13 h 30, la nouvelle à l’effet que le jeune Leighton était mort s’était répandue, 
puis un nouveau bilan a redonné espoir aux nombreux badauds ainsi qu’aux élèves et personnel de 
l’école. « Le jeune a été réanimé, mais il se trouve toujours dans un état critique », avait alors indiqué 
Marc Soucy, de la police d’Ottawa.  

Malheureusement, vers 21 h, une source provenant du campus Civic de l’Hôpital général d’Ottawa 
confirmait ce que tout le monde craignait et annonçait le décès d’Eric Leighton.  

Une longue journée  
Dés que l’appel fut logé au 9-1-1 vers 10 h 40, un important déploiement de policiers et d’équipes 

d’urgence s’est produit autour de l’école secondaire. Les policiers ont érigé un très large périmètre de 
sécurité autour de l’école située au 440, promenade Longfields, dans Barrhaven, et les spécialistes des 
produits dangereux des pompiers d’Ottawa (HAZMAT) sont même entrés en action. Il a fallu au moins 
trois heures avant que les porteparoles des autorités viennent rencontrer les médias pour les informer 
de la situation.  

La tragédie s’est produite dans un atelier de mécanique de l’école. Eric Leighton et onze autres 
élèves oeuvraient alors à leur projet de fin d’année. À moins d’un mois des vacances estivales, la 
construction de barbecues était tout indiquée.  

Mais la violente explosion d’un contenant d’huile a soufflé le jeune homme, son enseignant et quatre 
autres élèves.  

La Presse Canadienne 
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L’enseignant de 33 ans et les quatre autres élèves ont été aussi transportés à l’hôpital par mesure 
préventive.  

En fin d’après-midi, les pompiers ont confirmé l’explosion d’un contenant de 55 gallons « renfermant 
des résidus d’huile en évaporation ».  

Le porte-parole du service des incendies, Marc Messier, a expliqué qu’il s’agissait d’huile de menthe 
concentrée, qui peut servir à la fabrication de désodorisant d’intérieur. L’huile en évaporation, en 
contact avec l’air, a explosé, provoquant « un flash » bref et intense, explique M. Messier.  

Des prières  
Autant le maire Jim Watson que l’archevêque d’Ottawa Terrence Prendergast ont indiqué que leurs 

prières étaient dirigées vers les familles éprouvées.  
Un élève de 11e année, Felipe Garcia, a eu de bons mots pour la victime, qu’il connaît bien. « C’est 

un gars athlétique, qui joue à la crosse et au hockey. Un gars cool, à qui je parle souvent en sortant de 
l’école. »  

L’adolescent était toujours ébranlé après avoir senti la secousse de l’explosion. « Je n’étais pas dans 
la même classe, mais on a senti la vibration dans les murs et le tremblement dans le plancher. Au 
départ, je croyais à une bombe. Ensuite un prof est venu nous voir et nous a dit d’évacuer. »  

L’évacuation des 1400 élèves s’est parfaitement déroulée, souligne Marc Soucy. « Les exercices 
d’évacuation nous ont bien servis. » Tous les étudiants ont été évacués vers l’école secondaire 
Longfields-Davidson Heights. Les pompiers ont ouvert une enquête. Cet événement, de l’aveu du 
policier Soucy, « est une première en 23 ans de carrière ».  

Le maire d’Ottawa, Jim Watson a transmis une déclaration depuis l’hôtel de ville. « L’accident qui 
s’est produit m’a profondément attristé. Mes pensées vont aux élèves et aux professeurs de l’école, à 
leur famille et à leurs amis. »  

avec Guillaume St-Pierre  
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Drama school ‘open and taking 
registrations’  
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Article rank 27 May 2011 Ottawa Citizen — Joanne Chianello 

City deputy manager Steve Kanellakos told council that city staff was able to help the Ottawa School 
of Speech and Drama with a cash crunch that threatened to close the school. That means that council 
will not have to guarantee a $75,000 loan, which the school had requested last week. Instead, the city 
will advance OSSD $40,000 from its regular operating grant (the city contributes $53,000 a year to 
OSSD’s $920,000 operating budget). Kanellakos also said, the school has moved aggressively to find 
cost-cutting measures and launch a fundraising campaign that aims to raise $50,000 by the end of 
August. After news of the school’s troubles were reported last week, community members have been 
making donations. The school’s landlord also helped out by deferring the rent for three months. “We 
need to get the message out: OSSD is open and taking registrations,” said Randy McIntyre, OSSD’s 
chairman of the board.  
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NEWS OTTAWA & REGION  

Students from Mother Teresa evacuated and taken to Longfields 2  
 

FIRST POSTED: THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2011 5:58:04 EDT PM  

An 18-year-old is in critical condition in hospital following an explosion in a mechanical shop at Mother 
Teresa high school in Barrhaven Thursday May 26, 2011. Witnesses tell the Sun the blast occurred just 
before 11 a.m., as a class was working to construct some barbecues in one of the mechanical shops. 
Somehow, one witness said, a spark was created and a "barrel of oil" exploded inside the shop. This woman 
reacts to the news of the explosion. (TONY CALDWELL/OTTAWA SUN)  
2Share  

More Coverage 

 Wonky PA system raises serious questions for school board 
 Cause of blast under investigation 
 ‘Well liked good kid’ mourned by thousands 
 Student dies after blast 

Topics 

 Police, Ottawa and Region 
 School Explosion 
 Schools and Education 

Worry lines on their faces, cellphones pressed to their ears, anxious parents paced in line at Longfields-
Davidson Heights Secondary School waiting to be reunited with their children, evacuated hours earlier from 
nearby Mother Teresa Catholic High School. 

“I’m just happy they’re safe,” said one mother through tears as she left the school gymnasium clutching her 
two sons. 



Students said the PA system at Mother Teresa was down at the time of the shop class explosion that killed 
18-year-old Eric Leighton and left a teacher and other students hurt. 

But word travelled quickly via cellphones and text messages. 

“I didn’t realize anything had happened until my sister phoned me and said there’s an explosion in the 
school. I was actually just down the hall from the auto shop, and I didn’t hear a thing,” said Grade 11 student 
Thomas Lapine. 

“A teacher came around and started knocking on the door to say we were evacuating the school. We were 
all a little shocked.” 

The next call was to Lapine’s grandfather, Jim McLellan, who drove to the evacuation site at the public high 
school on Berrigan Dr. and “got into the queue.” 

“It seemed a little disorganized to me, but this doesn’t happen very often, and you know in disaster planning 
you have to go through all this so you can identify every student. It just seemed a little haphazard,” said 
McLellan. 

One father, who gave his first name, Ed, said the first word he received was from a radio news broadcast. 

“I work shift work and my wife woke me up and told me that she heard it on the radio. We didn’t really hear 
anything more about it, so I rushed down here. I was obviously very concerned for my daughter. We were 
hearing a lot of back and forth, and obviously it was picked up pretty quickly on social media,” he said. 

Friends of Leighton’s, including Ed’s daughter, were distraught at initial reports that the teenager had died at 
the scene of the explosion. 

Word later spread through the school parking lot that paramedics managed to resuscitate Leighton, and that 
he was listed in critical condition. Hours later, Leighton succumbed to his injuries in hospital. 

With emotions running high, Longfields-Davidson staff did their best to keep parents calm as they waited in 
line outside the school. 

“All I’ve heard is that there was an explosion and that students were hurt,” said one frantic mother, cellphone 
in one hand, car keys still dangling from the other. 

“That’s all I needed to know, I got here as fast as I could.” 
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Article rank 27 May 2011 Ottawa Citizen BY KRISTY NEASE 

Eric Leighton was described by the people who have watched him play hockey over the years as a 
“strong, rugged defenceman” with a lot of enthusiasm and an unquenchable love of the game.  

The athletic 18-year-old played for the Almonte Thunder Junior B hockey club after he was traded 
from the Ottawa West Golden Knights just before Halloween last year. He had been with the Golden 
Knights for two months before the trade.  

After the rest of the 20102011 season with the Thunder, Leighton was named the team’s rookie of 
the year. He played 25 games with the Thunder, during which he scored seven goals and 13 assists.  

The Thunder’s owner and general manager, Jeff Hawkins, said Leighton was a physical player, but 
also a great skater. Hawkins knew he wanted Leighton on his team when he watched the youth play in 
Toronto with the Ottawa Senators AAA minor midget team at the provincial championships. As soon as 
he had the opportunity to trade for him, Hawkins jumped.  

“Ever since we had him he’s been just full of enthusiasm,” Hawkins said Thursday night. “You never 
had an issue with him. You knew he was going to show up for every game, every practice. He paid 
attention. And he was a personable kid. He got along with everybody.  

“We grew to really like him a lot. He had a lot of good skills, but he just absolutely loved to play. He 
was one of those kids that all he wanted to do was play, play, play.”  

Blake Sinclair, head coach of the Golden Knights, said they didn’t want to trade Leighton away, but 
they knew he’d get more ice time with the Thunder, which would help develop his game.  

“This young man had a future in hockey, and he always had a smile on his face. We’re all in shock 
over here,” Sinclair said. “ This was a very confident, very talented young man who was a real good 
teammate, and he … really competed hard.”  
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Explosion at high school 
kills Grade 12 student  

Article rank 27 May 2011 Ottawa Citizen BY MEGHAN HURLEY AND MICHAEL AUBRY 

5 others hurt in blast at Mother Teresa in Barrhaven 

The classroom shook with an explosion felt throughout Mother Teresa Catholic High School in south 
Barrhaven.  

britney Kingsbury pays her respects to eric leighton thursday night at a memorial outside 
Mother teresa high school. leighton was to be her date at her prom at st. Joseph Catholic 
high school tonight. 

In an instant, at 10:40 on a Thursday morning, one student was fatally injured, and four other 
students and a teacher were hurt badly enough to be sent to hospital. Three students were treated at 
the scene.  

Friends said Eric Leighton was blown back from the barrel he’d been sawing in the school’s auto 
shop, working on a project to build a barbecue. He lay unconscious, covered in oil from inside the 
barrel, and was bleeding out of his mouth.  

Leighton had no vital signs when he was taken from the scene by ambulance. Paramedics 
“aggressively” worked to save his life and he regained a pulse on the way to hospital, a paramedic 
spokesman said. He died in hospital Thursday night.  

“It is with a heavy heart that I inform you that a Grade 12 student, Eric Leighton, passed away in 
the hospital evening around 8 p.m,” school principal Mary Ellen Agnel wrote in an e-mail to students.  

“Please keep Eric’s family, the staff and students, and our large Mother Teresa community in your 
thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.”  

Mike CarroCCeTTo, The oTTawa CiTiZeN 
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One minute, Mohammed Aldhasseim said he was working on a barbecue in shop class 10 inches 
away from his friend, Leighton.  

“There was a loud explosion noise with white smoke and everything was shattered in the whole 
show room,” Aldhasseim said.  

In all, six people were taken to hospital, including a 33-year-old teacher. Three others were treated 
outside the school at 440 Longfields Dr. in Barrhaven. One of the injured students, identified by friends 
as Adam Soliman, lost his hearing, at least temporarily.  

Paramedic Supt. Darryl Wilton said the drum Leighton was cutting for his project contained 
peppermint oil, the fumes of which can be explosive when mixed with air.  

Outside the classroom, other students heard and felt the boom and began to panic.  
Directly above the auto shop, Chris Ventura was in science class when the room began to shake.  
“It’s kinda scary because it could have happened to anyone,” said Ventura outside the school. “We 

didn’t know what it was.”  
The school’s public announcement system wasn’t working, so teachers had to hurry their students 

out of the building at the same time as they tried to find out what was going on.  
Felipe Garcia-Salas Vidal was in the gym when a teacher rushed in, ordering the students out.  
At first, he thought it was a bomb threat. “I was pretty freaked out. I didn’t know whether there was

someone bad in the school,” GarciaSalas Vidal said. “I was really scared, to be honest. My first instinct 
is to get out of there as soon as I can because I didn’t know what to expect.”  

“We went into a secure classroom and then Ms. Cooper, (the vice-principal) came and told us to 
leave the school,” said Luca Pizzoferrato, who was on the third floor of the school.  

About 1,400 students flocked across the wet grass to huddle inside the gym at Longfields-Davidson 
Heights Secondary School, unsure at the time exactly what was going on. The public school board’s 
director of education, Barrie Hammond, soon arrived to supervise the situation personally.  

“We weren’t allowed to leave,” said Pizzoferrato, “We had to get our parents to call and sign us out.” 
An e-mail news alert from the Catholic school board advised parents that there had been one 

student “gravely injured” in the explosion and that buses would pick up other Mother Teresa students at 
Longfields-Davidson at 1:15 p.m.  

Well before that, hundreds of parents lined up at the front doors of LongfieldsDavidson Heights. 
Many paced, using cellphones to try to reach their children.  

Police allowed 10 parents to enter at a time, and students’ names were called out on a bullhorn to 
be reunited with their parents.  

“There’s an identification process in terms of releasing students that we must follow,” said 
Hammond.  

It took several hours for all of the students to leave the gym, but the process was orderly.  
Friends and family members flocked to Mother Teresa, searching for information.  
Adam Amidi was trying to find his brother Hassan, a student at the school who should have been in 

the auto shop when the explosion happened.  
Hassan was scheduled to bring his car into the auto shop around 10:30 a.m. He tried calling his 

brother, but he didn’t pick up the phone. Soon, Amidi realized that the critically injured student was not 
his brother.  

“I thought something might have happened to him,” Amidi said.  
First reports from the Ottawa Paramedic Service were that Leighton had died, before he was revived 

on the way to the hospital. Brenna Thompson, a close friend of Leighton’s, arrived at the school 
hysterical.  

“He’s just a really good person,” Thompson said, breaking down into tears. “There was a text and 
we didn’t know if he was actually dead or if he was going to make it.”  

Thompson, who wasn’t aware that Leighton was been resuscitated on the way to the hospital, said 
she last saw her friend at the prom a week ago.  

They talked, they laughed and they danced, she said.  
Grade 9 student Jaren Burke hung around the school with friends as he tried to come to terms with 

what had happened.  
An hour before the explosion, Burke was on his way to get breakfast and happened to hold a door 

open for Leighton.  
“It’s really sad. The last time you see him, he says ‘ hi’ and ‘thank you’,” Burke said.  
“It’s really devastating because an hour before, you see him walking around the school.”  
The Catholic board said its critical incident team was at the school with a team of psychologists, 

counsellors, staff and chaplains to provide support to students and staff.  
The Ottawa police arson unit and the Office of the Ontario Fire Marshal are investigating the 
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explosion.  
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‘Well liked good kid’ mourned by thousands 5  
 
By Jamie Long ,Ottawa Sun  
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Eric Leighton died of his injuries Thursday night after an explosion at Mother Teresa Catholic High School 
earlier in the day. Yearbook photo  
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Grieving friends by the thousands remembered “good kid” Eric Leighton Thursday night after word spread 
the athletic young man had died in hospital from an explosion earlier that day at Mother Teresa Catholic 
School. 

Good friend Charlotte Ross started the R.I.P./ Pray for Eric Leighton Facebook event page. 

It had more than 5,200 members by 10 p.m. Thursday — all mourning the popular young man. 

Ross, who had many mutual hockey friends, said a plan is in place for friends to wear blue on Friday in 
memory of the 18-year-old. 

“He definitely knew how to light up a room,” said Ross. 

“He always knew how to calm people down. It was kind of like if you were having a bad day, or had a lot on 
your mind, during the time you were with him it went away,” she told the Sun. 

Leighton’s favourite colour was blue, Ross said, and having all his friends wear blue to honour him will help 
them heal. 

The avid hockey and lacrosse player, at 5-foot-10 and 170 lbs., clung to life in hospital Thursday surrounded 
by family but died later that night. 

“There was a text. We didn’t know if he was going to die or going to make it,” said a tearful Brenna 
Thompson, 17. 

She was dancing alongside Leighton and other friends last Friday at the prom. “He always cared about 
everyone else. If they were upset, he always wanted to help them,” she told the Sun. 

So many of his teammates — both past and present — and friends arrived at the hospital throughout the 
day they were shuffled to a separate visiting room. 

Tears were also shed by staff at Sport Chek in Merivale Mall, where Leighton has worked for two years and 
was scheduled to be Thursday night. 

“He’s kind of my guy,” said manager Justin Hills. “He brings a certain level of enthusiasm to the job which is 
far and above what we normally see. He’s fun to have around. 

“He’s a good kid and well-liked,” he added. 



Leighton’s hockey family was also in shock as the news spread about the explosion. 

Mark Atkinson coached Leighton two years ago with the Ottawa Senators Major Midget AAA team, the 
highest level before junior hockey. 

He remembers the family well, as Leighton’s father Patrick was the team’s trainer. 

“He’s one of the nicest boys I’ve come across in years,” said Atkinson, who was in touch with many players 
and coaches. 

Leighton was traded to the Jr. B Almonte Thunder in October, but nagging injuries plagued him all season 
long. 

“I know you want to play, but you’re just a young kid,” team owner Mike Hughes remembers telling the oft-
injured player, who missed the end of the season with a bad shoulder. 

He kept refusing to sit out, too, even begging to play in a rookie camp with the Central Hockey League’s 
Gloucester Rangers a couple weeks ago. The Rangers drafted him in the fourth round in 2010. 

“We were counting on him coming back next year and possibly being the captain of the team,” said Hughes. 

“That’s how good of a player the kid is.” 

— With files from Doug Hempstead 
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The school’s public address system that would have informed the students what had happened, and 
evacuated them much quicker from possible terrible harm, even death, was not working. 

“We sat locked in our classroom for about 20 minutes after we heard what happened before there was this 
loud banging at the door,” said Amir Yusefi, 16, grade 10 student at Mother Teresa Catholic High School.  

“It was the vice-principals and firefighters, they had to go from room to room telling everybody to get out of 
the school. The firefighters had gas masks on.”  

The school’s some 1,400 students were evacuated to nearby Longfields-Davidson Heights Secondary 
School.  

Outside that building, on the sidewalk, three other students, and a teacher, told me independent of another 
that the school’s PA system that would have expedited the evacuation was not functioning. 

“We were told by the teacher it was down,” said Kyle MacDonald, 15, Grade 10 student. 

His friend and classmate Cameron nodded in affirmation. 

Another student, Rachel, in Grade 12, said: “Our teacher told us in class it (PA system) wasn’t working.”  

The teacher I spoke to who declined to give his name: “Apparently there was some kind of problem. Bad 
time for a problem.”  

Asked if a working PA system would have got the students out of the school, and possible harm’s way, a lot 
faster, he said: “Yes. It was an unfortunate time for it to be down.”  

I phoned Mardi DeKemp, communications officer for the Ottawa Catholic School Board.  

“I hadn’t heard this,” she said. “I’ll check into it and get back to you.”  

Later: “The PA system was not working. It was working at the end of the day Wednesday, but not today 
(Thursday). The work order was submitted (Thursday) morning, but there wasn’t enough time to have it fixed 
before the explosion.”  

Late Thursday it was still being repaired. DeKemp did not know why the PA system failed.  

She speculated it might have had to do with a thunderstorm in the area Wednesday night. 



Students also told me the school’s fire alarm did not go off. True, there was no fire. But, with an explosion, 
there could have been. DeKemp confirmed the alarm wasn’t used.  

All the schools, she said, have an emergency response plan to evacuate when a PA system malfunctions. 
and which doesn’t include fire alarms.  

“The plan,” she said, “is for staff to go door to door.”  

There are some 70 classrooms in the school. How long does it take to go room to room over each floor 
telling the students to leave? A lot longer than it would have taken, surely, by sounding the fire alarm right 
after the explosion, or ordering them to do so in one announcement over the PA system. How often are the 
alarm and sound systems checked? 

With the PA system that would have alerted the students right away that there was an explosion — and to 
evacuate — not working, is this why they, and staff, didn’t know something was happening until they heard 
the sirens, and saw the many firetrucks, outside the school? That elapsed time could have been critical. 

Amir Yusef: “When we heard the sirens, the teacher looked out the window and said surprised like ‘They’re 
coming <i> here.’</i> We all stood up and looked out to see them.”  

He said neither the teacher or students reacted until several moments later. 

“Nobody knew what was going on. No one told us. Then one of the girls in class got a text message from her 
friend in a classroom near the auto shop saying there’d been a big explosion in there. She told our teacher. 
He phoned the office, and then he told us there was a lockdown. He locked our door.”  

And, said Yusef, he and his classmates sat there, locked in, not knowing what caused the explosion, who 
caused the explosion, how serious it was, or if the lockdown that kept them captive for some 20 minutes — 
in what could have been a spreading fire — was the response to an explosion caused by a lunatic with 
homicidal intentions running loose in the school. 

I asked Kyle MacDonald and his buddy Cameron if they could recall any similar incidents at the school. “Not 
like right at the school itself,” said Cameron, “but there have been some strange things. Like deaths.” He 
mentioned two of them: 

Christian “Sisco” Williams and Kristen Cross. 

Williams, 18,  a grade 12 student at Mother Teresa, died last June in a high-speed car race through the 
streets two days before his graduation. 

Cross, 19, Mother Teresa graduate, drowned last August in Dalhousie Lake the day after her birthday. 

On Thursday, the devil visited for the third time the school named after a saintly woman of God. 
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No changes have been made to the Ottawa Catholic School Board’s emergency response and safety policy 
in the wake of Thursday’s fatal shop-class blast. 

And board officials would not say whether the policy would be reviewed pending the results of a police, fire 
and independent school board investigation. 

OCSB communications director Mardi de Kemp said the board’s “comprehensive” policy already includes 
hazardous materials, like the substance suspected to have sparked Thursday’s explosion. 

“Every school has a copy of this,” de Kemp said. “This thing is under investigation — by police, fire and (the 
school board) — all having investigations and those are all open right now, so no (policy) changes have 
been made right now.” 

The board declined to comment further, directing all inquiries to director of education Julian Hanlon, who will 
address media Friday. 

Barrie Hammond, the Ottawa Carleton District School Board director of education, said it’s “standard 
practice for the two boards to work together when any situation arises that we need to support each other.” 

A critical incident team — including psychologists, counsellors, staff and chaplains — was on scene 
Thursday to provide support to students and staff “now and in the days ahead.” 

“Please keep the injured, their families, our students and staff in your prayers,” the board said in a 
statement. 

Archbishop Terrence Prendergast said in a statement his prayers would go out to all those “touched by this 
tragic incident,” including the staff at St. Andrew’s parish, within the school. 

Archbishop Prendergast said with the end of the school year looming, “We pray that the school may be a 
safe place to study and take exams. We pray that the students be free of any post-traumatic stress or 
depression.” 

Two priests, Rev. Stephen Amesse and Rev. Jessi Tapia, were on site Thursday and planned to return 
Friday to assist with counselling. 
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27 mai 2011 Le Droit 

L’accès aux articles de la version électronique du Ottawa Citizen pourrait prochainement devenir 
payant. Le quotidien montréalais The Gazette et le Victoria Times Colonist de Colombie-Britannique, qui 
appartiennent tous deux au même groupe de journaux que le Citizen, ont annoncé hier que leur site 
web deviendrait payant pour les non-abonnés. « C’est possible que cela se passe aussi au Citizen, nous 
n’en sommes pas encore sûrs », a indiqué au Droit un membre de la direction du principal journal 
anglophone de la capitale. À Montréal et Victoria, les visiteurs du site web qui ne sont pas abonnés à 
l’édition papier ou électronique auront désormais accès à un maximum de 20 textes par mois, après 
quoi ils devront payer pour les articles qu’ils souhaitent consulter. Les abonnés des deux journaux 
continueront à avoir un accès illimité au site. D’autres grands journaux, dont le New York Times, ont 
récemment commencé à faire payer l’accès au contenu de leur site Internet, après des années de 
gratuité. La direction de The Gazette a souligné hier que le « vieux modèle » de financement des 
journaux, qui combine des abonnements et de la publicité, ne suffisait plus.  

Philippe Orfali, LeDroit avec La Presse Canadienne  
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