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Les élèves franco-ontariens continuent de s’améliorer en lecture, en écriture et en mathématiques, 
révèlent les résultats des plus récents tests de rendement provinciaux de l’Office de la qualité et de la 
responsabilité en éducation (OQRE).  

Les élèves de troisième année sont ceux dont le rendement scolaire a l e plus progressé au cours 
des cinq dernières années. En lecture, le pourcentage d’élèves ayant atteint ou dépassé la norme 
provinciale a augmenté de 17 points par rapport à 2007, passant de 54 % à 71 %. C’est la première 
fois que ces résultats dépassent la barre des 70 %. Toujours en troisième année, les résultats en 
écriture et en mathématiques ont également connu une forte progression, enregistrant respectivement 
une augmentation de 10 et 12 points sur la même période.  

C’est aussi en lecture que les élèves de sixième année ont fait le plus de progrès par rapport à 
2007. Le pourcentage d’élèves ayant atteint ou dépassé la norme provinciale a augmenté de 14 points, 
passant de 68 % à 82 %. En écriture et en mathématiques, ils se sont améliorés respectivement de 
huit et quatre points par rapport à il y a cinq ans. En neuvième année, le pourcentage d’élèves du cours 
de mathématiques appliquées qui ont atteint ou dépassé la norme provinciale a augmenté de quatre 
points par rapport à 2007, passant de 33 % à 37 %. Le pourcentage d’élèves du cours de 
mathématiques théoriques qui ont satisfait aux exigences de l’OQRE est demeuré le même depuis cinq 
ans, soit 70 %.  

Les progrès sont sensiblement les mêmes du côté anglophone.  
L’OQRE dévoilera les résultats du rendement des élèves pour chaque école et chaque conseil 

scolaire, le 14 septembre.  
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Menace de grève à La Cité collégiale  
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Une menace de grève plane sur La Cité collégiale, en plein blitz de la rentrée scolaire. Les 155 
employés de soutien du collège francophone d’Ottawa pourraient débrayer jeudi matin s’ils n’arrivent 
pas à s’entendre avec leur employeur.  

La menace s’étend également à tous les autres collèges d’arts appliqués et de technologie de 
l’Ontario, dont les collèges Algonquin et St. Lawrence dans la région.  

Des négociations de la onzième heure se poursuivaient, hier, entre le Syndicat des employés de la 
fonction publique de l’Ontario ( SEFPO) et l e Conseil des employeurs des collèges. Si aucune entente 
n’est ratifiée d’ici demain soir, plus de 8000 employés à travers la province rejoindront les lignes de 
piquetage jeudi à l’aube. Leur convention collective viendra à échéance demain à minuit.  

Le syndicat qui représente le personnel administratif, les spécialistes en informatique et les 
travailleurs d’entretien des 24 collèges communautaires de l’Ontario réclame la bonification des salaires 
et des avantages sociaux de ses membres. Il revendique également une meilleure sécurité d’emploi.  

« C’est troublant de voir les directions des collèges embaucher de plus en plus d’employés de 
soutien à temps partiel. Ça veut dire qu’un plus grand nombre d’employés doivent se contenter d’un 
travail précaire et moins bien rémunéré. Nous assistons à une érosion constante des conditions de 
travail de nos membres », a déclaré au Droit le porte-parole du SEFPO, Greg Hamara.  

M. Hamara a par ailleurs déploré la lenteur des pourparlers et accusé la partie patronale de « ne pas 
prendre les négociations très au sérieux ». « Nous préférons de loin négocier. Mais tout indique que 
l’employeur veut nous forcer à débrayer », a-t-il insinué.  

À la mi-juillet, les employés de soutien des collèges ontariens se sont donné un mandat de grève 
dans une proportion de 77 %. Leur dernière grève remonte à 1979.  

La Cité prête, grève ou pas  
De son côté, La Cité collégiale se dit prête à toute éventualité. La direction du collège dit néanmoins 

souhaiter un dénouement positif au conflit. « Les négociations se poursuivent et nous espérons 
sincèrement en arriver à une entente pour que nous puissions recevoir nos employés de soutien, jeudi 
matin, avec un nouveau contrat de travail », a fait savoir la porte-parole Mona Fortier.  

Grève ou pas, La Cité collégiale entend maintenir les cours et les services de base aux étudiants. 
Mais sans personnel de soutien, l’administration du collège risque de tourner au ralenti.  

Le bureau des admissions et du registraire, par exemple, reposerait sur des effectifs réduits. La 
prestation de certains cours qui s’appuient sur l’informatique devrait être revue. Certains locaux 
devraient aussi être fermés pour des raisons de santé et de sécurité au travail.  
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Le NPD de l’Ontario a choisi Paul-Étienne Laliberté-Tipple pour défendre les couleurs du parti 
d’Andrea Horwath dans Ottawa-Vanier, lors des élections du 6 octobre. Le candidat franco-ontarien de 
29 ans est récemment rentré au pays après avoir étudié les finances et le droit à l’Université 
Georgetown, à Washington. Il affrontera la libérale sortante et ministre déléguée aux Affaires 
francophones, Madeleine Meilleur, le progressiste-conservateur Fred Sherman et le vert Dave Bagler. 
Par ailleurs, les Verts ont choisi Taylor Howarth, une étudiante en éthique à l’Université SaintPaul, dans 
Glengarry-PrescottRussell.  
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La police de Gatineau tente de 
calmer le jeu  
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Le meurtre de Valérie Leblanc n’est pas relié aux trois tentatives d’enlèvement survenues dans l’est 
de Gatineau, le 8 juin dernier, indique la police.  

« Aucun élément ne lie » ces événements, affirme dans son communiqué l’agent Pierre Lanthier. Et 
la police insiste : le premier homicide à survenir cette année sur le territoire de Gatineau « n’est pas en 
lien avec ces tentatives d’enlèvement ».  

Les médias ont fait place à de la spéculation concernant cette information, déplore le corps policier. 
Ces rapprochements amènent des renseignements d’un type différent que celui qu’on recherche sur la 
ligne dédiée à ce cas d’homicide.  

La police a ouvert une ligne réservée au dossier de meurtre (819-243-2346, poste 6677), pour 
toute personne susceptible d’avoir des informations sur des déplacements suspects observés dans le 
secteur du campus Gabrielle-Roy, mardi dernier, entre 8 h et 13 h.  

Valérie Leblanc a été découverte sans vie dans le boisé derrière le campus, vers 13 h. Les passants 
qui l’ont découverte n’ont cependant pas contacté les policiers sur le coup, mais plutôt vers 15 h 30, 
deux heures et demie plus tard.  

Les quatre jeunes croyaient d’abord qu’il s’agissait d’un mannequin installé à cet endroit dans le 
cadre d’un cours du programme de Techniques policières.  

Une enquête parallèle a été ouverte sur les quatre jeunes — non reliés au meurtre — qui auraient « 
manipulé » le cadavre. Ils s’exposent à des accusations d’outrage à un cadavre et d’entrave au travail 
des policiers.  
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Math not adding up for students in 
Ontario  

Article rank 30 Aug 2011 Ottawa Citizen MATTHEW PEARSON 

Half of Grade 9 applied math students below provincial standard, EQAO says 

Half the students in Grade 9 applied math don’t meet the provincial standard, Ontario has a math 
problem.  

Students from across the province continue to make steady gains in reading and writing, but the 
latest batch of standardized test results released Monday by the Education Quality and Accountability 
Office (EQAO) suggests improvements in math aren’t keeping pace. Fewer than half of Grade 9 
students enrolled in applied math are meeting the provincial standard.  

In Grades 3 and 6, the percentage of students meeting the standard has been stable over the past 
five years, at 69 per cent and 58 per cent, respectively.  

The EQAO says the math results clearly point to an area that Ontario’s publicly-funded schools must 
focus on.  

“This should be a call to action for the education system as a whole,” said Brian Desbiens, chair of 
the board of directors.  

Using the example of literacy, Desbiens said gains could be made in the school system through 
focused attention and intervention once a trouble spot had been identified. “This attention must now be 
applied to improving math achievement,” he said.  

By tracking the progress of students in math through three provincial tests — the group of students 
who advanced from Grade 3 in 2005 to Grade 6 in 2008 to Grade 9 in 2011 — a pattern appears to 
emerge.  

Students who met the provincial standard early in their schooling are most likely to continue 
meeting the standard, while students who didn’t before still don’t.  

Of the students who did not meet the provincial standard in Grades 3 and 6, 51 per cent did not 
meet in again in Grade 9 academic math and 71 per cent did not meet it in the applied course.  

However, the majority of students whose math problems were identified early and received support 
were able to meet the standard in Grade 6 and again in Grade 9, after failing to meet it in Grade 3.  

That’s encouraging, says Douglas McDougall, an expert in mathematics education at the University 
of Toronto’s Ontario Institute of Studies in Education.  

“With focused attention, we know we can make a difference and increase scores,” he said.  
McDougall has been working with several Toronto-area school boards for the past few years to help 

improve poor results in Grade 9 applied math.  
He recommends creating math-improvement teams in schools and holding workshops for teachers 

on ways to better their lesson plans and learning environments. In Toronto, where the country’s largest 
school board has made improving math scores a central focus, an online wiki has been created to allow 
teachers to share successful strategies and lessons  

Seeing improved results also requires year-round commitment and can’t just be something teachers 
do in the weeks leading up to the EQAO test, McDougall said.  

Many Ontario school boards still spend more on literacy-related professional development, while 
school systems in Asia and Europe put a heavier emphasis on math. “For them, that’s what gets you 
the job,” McDougall said.  

Liberal MPP Yasir Naqvi said it was a good sign that students identified early showed improvement 
in their math skills, but that more must be done to address the students who aren’t being identified. 
“That’s where we need to focus,” he said.  

Naqvi said the province must ensure that teachers and school boards had the necessary resources 
to focus on improving math skill, but he couldn’t identify a specific program or funding envelope that 
would do just that and wouldn’t say if it was time to reconsider the way math was taught.  

“Politicians aren’t the ones who create curriculum,” he said.  
Elizabeth Witmer, a Tory MPP and her party’s education critic, said Ontario was not seeing the kind 

of improvements in math performance that the McGuinty government had promised.  
If elected, the Progressive Conservatives would reinstate the fall report card for elementary 
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students so parents know as early as possible how their children are doing in school, the former 
education minister said. The Tories would also review what’s currently happening in the classroom, she 
said.  

Witmer said science and innovation were key to Ontario’s future and finding a job would require a 
strong foundation in math.  

There is one bright spot in the numbers: Most students in the academic stream of Grade 9 math — 
83 per cent — now meet or exceed the provincial standard, up from 71 per cent five years ago.  

Meanwhile, there were modest gains in Grade 6 reading and writing results. The percentage of 
students meeting or exceeding the provincial standard in reading is 74, up from 64 in 2007, while the 
percentage of students meeting or exceeding the writing standard is 73, up from 61 in 2007.  

65 per cent of students in Grade 3 now meet or exceed the provincial standard for reading, up 
slightly from 62 per cent five years ago, while 74 per cent of Grade 3 students are meeting the 
province’s standard for writing, up from 64 per cent.  

Established in 1996, the EQAO uses four levels of student achievement to report its results to the 
province. The Ministry of Education has established level 3 as the provincial standard. That represents 
the range from B minus to B plus for elementary students and the range from 70 to 79 per cent for 
high school students.  

School and individual student results will be released in September.  
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Half of Grade 9 applied math students below provincial standard, EQAO says 

Ontario has a math problem.  
Students from across the province continue to make steady gains in reading and writing, but the 

latest batch of standardized test results released Monday by the Education Quality and Accountability 
Office (EQAO) suggests improvements in math aren’t keeping pace. Fewer than half of Grade 9 
students enrolled in applied math are meeting the provincial standard.  

In Grades 3 and 6, the percentage of students meeting the standard has been stable over the past 
five years, at 69 per cent and 58 per cent, respectively.  

The EQAO says the math results clearly point to an area that Ontario’s publicly-funded schools must 
focus on.  

“This should be a call to action for the education system as a whole,” said Brian Desbiens, chair of 
the board of directors.  

Using the example of literacy, Desbiens said gains could be made in the school system through 
focused attention and intervention once a trouble spot had been identified. “This attention must now be 
applied to improving math achievement,” he said.  

By tracking the progress of students in math through three provincial tests — the group of students 
who advanced from Grade 3 in 2005 to Grade 6 in 2008 to Grade 9 in 2011 — a pattern appears to 
emerge.  

Students who met the provincial standard early in their schooling are most likely to continue 
meeting the standard, while students who didn’t before still don’t.  

Of the students who did not meet the provincial standard in Grades 3 and 6, 51 per cent did not 
meet in again in Grade 9 academic math and 71 per cent did not meet it in the applied course.  

However, the majority of students whose math problems were identified early and received support 
were able to meet the standard in Grade 6 and again in Grade 9, after failing to meet it in Grade 3.  

That’s encouraging, says Douglas McDougall, an expert in mathematics education at the University 
of Toronto’s Ontario Institute of Studies in Education.  

“With focused attention, we know we can make a difference and increase scores,” he said.  
McDougall has been working with several Toronto-area school boards for the past few years to help 

improve poor results in Grade 9 applied math.  
He recommends creating math-improvement teams in schools and holding workshops for teachers 

on ways to better their lesson plans and learning environments.   
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Math: Key to jobs  
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In Toronto, where the country’s largest school board has made improving math scores a central 
focus, an online wiki has been created to allow teachers to share successful strategies and lessons  

Seeing improved results also requires year-round commitment and can’t just be something teachers 
do in the weeks leading up to the EQAO test, McDougall said.  

Many Ontario school boards still spend more on literacy-related professional development, while 
school systems in Asia and Europe put a heavier emphasis on math. “For them, that’s what gets you 
the job,” McDougall said.  

Liberal MPP Yasir Naqvi said it was a good sign that students identified early showed improvement 
in their math skills, but that more must be done to address the students who aren’t being identified. 
“That’s where we need to focus,” he said.  

Naqvi said the province must ensure that teachers and school boards had the necessary resources 
to focus on improving math skill, but he couldn’t identify a specific program or funding envelope that 
would do just that and wouldn’t say if it was time to reconsider the way math was taught.  

“Politicians aren’t the ones who create curriculum,” he said.  
Elizabeth Witmer, a Tory MPP and her party’s education critic, said Ontario was not seeing the kind 

of improvements in math performance that the McGuinty government had promised.  
If elected, the Progressive Conservatives would reinstate the fall report card for elementary 

students so parents know as early as possible how their children are doing in school, the former 
education minister said. The Tories would also review what’s currently happening in the classroom, she 
said.  

Witmer said science and innovation were key to Ontario’s future and finding a job would require a 
strong foundation in math.  

There is one bright spot in the numbers: Most students in the academic stream of Grade 9 math — 
83 per cent — now meet or exceed the provincial standard, up from 71 per cent five years ago.  

Meanwhile, there were modest gains in Grade 6 reading and writing results. The percentage of 
students meeting or exceeding the provincial standard in reading is 74, up from 64 in 2007, while the 
percentage of students meeting or exceeding the writing standard is 73, up from 61 in 2007.  

65 per cent of students in Grade 3 now meet or exceed the provincial standard for reading, up 
slightly from 62 per cent five years ago, while 74 per cent of Grade 3 students are meeting the 
province’s standard for writing, up from 64 per cent.  

Established in 1996, the EQAO uses four levels of student achievement to report its results to the 
province. The Ministry of Education has established level 3 as the provincial standard. That represents 
the range from B minus to B plus for elementary students and the range from 70 to 79 per cent for 
high school students.  

School and individual student results will be released in September.  
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University enrolment hits all-time 
high  

Article rank 30 Aug 2011 Ottawa Citizen JULIA JOHNSON 

Job-focused programs — such as science, engineering, business — growing in 
popularity 

More students than ever will start classes at Ontario universities next week.  
At 90,029 confirmed members of the class of 2011-12, the province has set a new record for 

incoming undergrads, surpassing the double cohort class of 2003 for the first time, according to data 
released by the Council of Ontario Universities. In September 2003 — when Ontario high schools 
graduated their first Grade 12s at the same time as the last year of Grade 13s — there were 88,118 
incoming frosh.  

Enrolment in Ontario has gone up every year since 2004 and the council suggests an increase in the 
demand from the workforce drives perennial enrolment hikes.  

Ottawa’s two universities say job-focused programs, such as science and engineering and business 
programs in particular, are growing in popularity.  

Carleton’s first-year population is up six per cent over last year and the University of Ottawa’s has 
risen 4.3 per cent.  

Carleton University registrar Suzanne Blanchard said the school has seen an enrolment jump for the 
bachelor of computer science, bachelor of information technology, engineering and sciences programs. 
Carleton also had to increase and cap the size of its bachelor of commerce program.  

This year the school has introduced several new programs and concentrations within these fields, 
including a bachelor of engineering in architectural conservation and sustainability, new commerce 
concentrations in supply chain management and entrepreneurship and a bachelor of computer science 
mobile computing stream.  

The University of Ottawa is experiencing similar demand for sciences.  
“The life sciences, engineering and health sciences have proven to be the most popular in terms of 

applications and acceptance,” said University of Ottawa registrar Eric Bercier.  
But student and faculty groups warn that if public funding doesn’t keep up with rising enrolment, 

quality of post-secondary education will suffer. As enrolment climbs, so does the ratio of students to 
full-time faculty. Between 2000 and 2007, Ontario had the highest ratio of students to full-time faculty 
in Canada, increasing each year, according to the Canadian Association of University Teachers.  

“What this translates into for the new students coming in is less face-to-face contact with 
professors, fewer course choices, very large class sizes. And what we keep hearing is that students 
definitely want real contact with their professors. They want to be able to receive assistance from the 
academic librarians and that’s just getting more and more difficult,” Constance Adamson, president of 
the Ontario Confederation of University Faculty Associations.  

Students want smaller class sizes and Ontario has the largest, said Sandy Hudson, the Ontario chair 
of the Canadian Federation of Students.  

“It’s obviously a great thing to make sure more students are able to access university, but we also 
want to make sure that they’re accessing a quality education, that we’re funding the system, that the 
classes they’re getting into aren’t the largest classrooms,” Hudson said.  

Hudson said more students are entering university because the government is funding more spots, 
but more perstudent funding to reduce tuition fees is needed, especially in Ontario where it is currently 
the lowest in Canada.  

“We want the government to not only just be looking at enrolment, but look at the system 
holistically. At the same time that you’re increasing enrolment ... it has to be an equitable system and it 
has to be a well-funded system.”  

The faculty confederation is advocating for more public funding as well and hopes it becomes a focal 
point in the upcoming provincial election, Adamson said.  

“What professors and academic librarians are concerned about is that the universities really don’t 
have the resources they need to continue providing a quality learning experience to these new 
students,” Adamson said.  
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Carleton and the University of Ottawa maintain that the schools are keeping up with undergrad 
population growth.  

“Every year we adjust our course offerings in terms of the students, the incoming cohort, to make 
sure that we offer them the best services possible and the best courses possible based on the programs 
we have and their fields of interest,” Bercier said. “We’re very confident that the incoming cohort will be 
wellserved.”  

Page 2 sur 2Ottawa Citizen Digital - Ottawa Citizen - 30 Aug 2011 - University enrolment hits all-ti...

2011-08-30http://digital.ottawacitizen.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=f4823440-a8af-4aa0-963...



Enrolment:  

Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and 
protected by applicable law. 

Article rank 30 Aug 2011 Ottawa Citizen 

Student-faculty ratio rises 

As enrolment climbs, so does the ratio of students to full-time faculty. Between 2000 and 2007, 
Ontario had the highest ratio of students to full-time faculty in Canada, increasing each year, according 
to the Canadian Association of University Teachers.  

“What this translates into for the new students coming in is less face-to-face contact with 
professors, fewer course choices, very large class sizes. And what we keep hearing is that students 
definitely want real contact with their professors. They want to be able to receive assistance from the 
academic librarians and that’s just getting more and more difficult,” Constance Adamson, president of 
the Ontario Confederation of University Faculty Associations.  

Students want smaller class sizes and Ontario has the largest, said Sandy Hudson, the Ontario chair 
of the Canadian Federation of Students.  

“It’s obviously a great thing to make sure more students are able to access university, but we also 
want to make sure that they’re accessing a quality education, that we’re funding the system, that the 
classes they’re getting into aren’t the largest classrooms,” Hudson said.  

Hudson said more students are entering university because the government is funding more spots, 
but more perstudent funding to reduce tuition fees is needed, especially in Ontario where it is currently 
the lowest in Canada.  

“We want the government to not only just be looking at enrolment, but look at the system 
holistically. At the same time that you’re increasing enrolment ... it has to be an equitable system and it 
has to be a well-funded system.”  

The faculty confederation is advocating for more public funding as well and hopes it becomes a focal 
point in the upcoming provincial election, Adamson said.  

“What professors and academic librarians are concerned about is that the universities really don’t 
have the resources they need to continue providing a quality learning experience to these new 
students,” Adamson said.  

Carleton and the University of Ottawa maintain that the schools are keeping up with undergrad 
population growth.  

“Every year we adjust our course offerings in terms of the students, the incoming cohort, to make 
sure that we offer them the best services possible and the best courses possible based on the programs 
we have and their fields of interest,” Bercier said. “We’re very confident that the incoming cohort will be 
wellserved.”  
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