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Article rank 8 Dec 2012 Ottawa Citizen GORD HOLDER 

Ottawa’s Shaïnah Joseph was cut from her first volleyball team, GORD 
HOLDER writes. Now, the 17-year-old is being touted as one of the best 
prospects to emerge in the last 10 years 

Mary Wise did what people do in Ottawa on July 1: She wore red, joined thousands for a big party 
on Parliament Hill and ate a Beavertail.  
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Shaïnah Joseph’s skills have landed her a full ride at the University of Florida and rave 
JEAN LEVAC/OTTAWA CITIZEN 
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reviews from coaches. ‘She’s probably the best middle at her age group in Canada,’ said one. 
‘But, if you put her on the right side, she would probably be the best right side in all of 
Canada.’ 

The funny thing was that, until she finalized travel arrangements, the University of Florida Gators 
women’s volleyball coach didn’t know it was Canada Day.  

“I learned more about the history of Canada than I learned in any of my grade school days,” she 
said.  

Wise came to the National Capital Region on July 1 because it marked her first opportunity to visit 
the home of Shaïnah Joseph, described by one of many coaches who fell short in recruiting as “one of 
the best young prospects in the country in the past 10 years, and not just because she’s a great 
athlete.”  

Now a 17-year-old Grade 12 student at Franco Cité, Joseph caught the eyes of postsecondary 
coaches in 200910, her first Ottawa Mavericks club season.  

The attraction grew as the six-foot power hitter played for provincial girls teams and the Canadian 
junior women’s squad. The suitors listed on a spreadsheet by her aunt, Yoline Joseph-Hoskin, 
eventually totalled 20, including the universities of Ottawa, Toronto, Laval and Thompson Rivers plus 
Florida and U.S. college volleyball powers such as Nebraska, Penn State, Wisconsin and Stanford.  

They called and emailed Joseph-Hoskin and her husband, Terrance, and Mavericks coaches John 
Spack and John Nguyen. They arranged conference calls with Shaïnah through coaches and relatives 
and they attended Mavericks practices and games.  

“I was really surprised because, like wow, I never thought that any university would want me to 
come play for them, and I never thought that a university in the States would want to come get me all 
the way from Canada and want me to be on their team,” Joseph said before practice on Tuesday.  

Occasionally the process seemed overwhelming, leading to a trim of the list of candidates for 
Joseph, who has lived with her aunt and uncle since age 10 and refers to them as her parents.  

That was partly because rules of the NCAA, which governs major-college sports in the United States, 
state that schools can pay athletes travel costs for “official visits” to campus, but not for travel 
companions and or “unofficial” visits.  

As it turned out, Joseph made only one official visit: to Gainesville, Fla., in October, accompanied by 
her aunt.  

Nebraska topped her list at the beginning, but it didn’t have the health sciences program she 
wanted, so she reset her sights on Florida.  

“It is far from home, but it is easier for my parents to come and see me,” Joseph said.  
“They can get an easy flight to Florida compared to getting a flight to, let’s say, Arkansas or 

somewhere in the middle of nowhere. Mostly it was a really good fit.”  
Asked why she picked Florida, Joseph cited the Gators’ tradition of success, including 20 

Southeastern Conference titles and the chance to play for Wise, who has been SEC coach of year 13th 
times in 22 years. In addition, she was impressed by the support system for student-athletes.  

As for why she wouldn’t stay in Canada, she said she believed the level of competition would be 
higher in NCAA Division 1, but primarily it was because schools in her home country couldn’t match the 
full athletic scholarship she would receive from Florida.  

It will cover everything except the costs of travelling back and forth between Ottawa and 
Gainesville.  

By choosing not to attend university in Canada, Joseph will forfeit the opportunity to federal and 
provincial government funding. However, Canadian schools are restricted in what financial support they 
can offer athletes. Outside Ontario, it’s capped at the full amount of tuition, while Ontario University 
Athletics members are limited to $4,000, said Lionel Woods, head coach of the Ottawa Gee-Gees.  

First-year student athletes in Canada can’t receive athletic scholarships unless they have course 
averages of 80 per cent or higher, in which case they’re possibly also eligible for no-limit academic 
bursaries, Woods added.  

There may also be bursaries for leadership and community involvement, but those are not linked to 
athletics, either, in contrast to the U.S. major-college system of basing scholarships solely on sport 
involvement.   
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Prospect: Gators set for Joseph  
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Woods, the coach who described Joseph as one of Canada’s best prospects, said U of O didn’t have 
a chance to put its final financial package on the table for her.  

Coach Mary Wise and Joseph on Canada Day. Wise visited on the first possible day under 
NCAA rules. 

“We would have absolutely loved her to come here,” he said.  
Another litmus test Joseph used for U.S. universities was whether they would allow her to continue 

playing for Canada, which matters to a young athlete dreaming of the Olympics and playing 
professionally. National team competitions sometimes run into August, potentially conflicting with U.S. 
college schedules.  

According to Joseph, Wise said Florida would accommodate those obligations as much as possible.  
The Gators actually came late to the recruiting party for Joseph, only making contact via Spack in 

February.  
The father of another female volleyballer who attended a U.S. school sent an email about Joseph to 

various coaches. That led to an online video of Joseph in action with the Mavericks, which in turn 
prompted Wise to ask Canadian coaches if her arm speed was as fast as it appeared to be in the clip.  

Wise attended a Mavericks practice in April, then arranged the home visit for July 1, the first 
possible day under NCAA rules.  

The NCAA limit for women’s volleyball is 12 scholarship players, so there’s no room for getting it 
wrong, Wise said.  

“Position is very critical, but any coach will tell you that the special athletes don’t come along that 
often, and, if you get a chance to bring in an elite-level athlete, regardless of position, you’ll figure it 
out.”  

JOSEPH-HOSKIN FAMILY 
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Team needs may force Joseph into the middle at the start, but long-term she’s likely line up at 
outside or “pin” hitter.  

“We’ll find a way to get her on the court,” Wise said.  
Spack, whose recent teams have produced scores of collegeand university-bound players — as 

many as 10 this year, he says — describes Joseph as someone with a lot of skills conducive to 
volleyball: Quick-twitch muscles, explosive jumping and an ability to move quickly from side to side at 
the net.  

Her “spike touch” mark, he said, is 10 feet six inches, international calibre for volleyball. Put another 
way: If she was a basketball player, she could probably dunk.  

“She’s probably the best middle at her age group in Canada,” Spack said, “but, if you put her on the 
right side, she would probably be the best right side in all of Canada.”  

There was a time not all that long ago, though, when Joseph wasn’t good at volleyball. She was cut 
from the Grade 6 team at St-Geneviève, dashing her goal of making every available sports team there, 
and it was only after extra work on her own that she had a successful tryout for Franco Cité’s Grade 7 
team.  

After its first practice, she said, “I went up to the coach and said, ‘I never thought I could sweat in 
volleyball …’ He was laughing.”  

Grade 8 was when things began to happen. The coach of that Faucons team, Louise Gratton, had an 
affiliation with the Mavericks and talked about tryouts. Gratton also mentioned Spack, though Joseph 
had already heard about him from players at other schools.  

What really mattered, however, was that Gratton showed Joseph that volleyball could be 
competitive and intense.  

“She got me to really love volleyball as a sport.”  
Life and school aren’t just about volleyball, obviously, and Joseph has been busy off the court, too.  
Until last year, she was in the Governor General’s Foot Guards Army Cadet Corps. There have also 

been school activities such as Ambassadeurs et Ambassadrices du drapeau franco-ontarien, a Grade 8-
9 committee promoting French-language activities, the Comité des Eleves des activités culturels and 
another program for mentoring younger students.  

There’s less of that in Grade 12, but Joseph’s to-do list still includes keeping her marks up — likely 
not a problem for someone who was in the Franco Défi advanced program in French, math and science 
program — and passing the Scholastic Aptitude Test standardized U.S. university admission exam.  

She no longer plays for the Franco Cité senior girls team, but will be busy enough with Mavericks 
practices three times a week and 8-10 tournaments leading up to the provincial championships at 
Waterloo in April and the nationals at Edmonton in May. Plus she’d like to make Canada’s team for the 
FISU Summer Universiade in Russia in July and Ontario’s squad for the Canada Summer Games at 
Sherbrooke in early August.  

Classes and practices at Florida begin soon after that.  
There’s still room for improvement, like continuing to improve her passing technique, admittedly her 

biggest weakness when she started, but it has still been an impressive career path for someone who 
couldn’t make her Grade 6 team, hated volleyball and used to say it was for “old people.”  

“Her learning curve, to me as a coach that has coached her for four years, is just beginning,” Spack 
said.  

“Right now she is just at that point where she is realizing her own capability.”  
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Les enseignants débrayent, les 
médecins signent la paix  
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fpdufault@fpdufault@ledroit.ledroit.com 

Le premier ministre Dalton McGuinty a accusé le syndicat des enseignants des écoles élémentaires 
publiques anglophones de l’Ontario d’avoir « mis fin à neuf années de paix syndicale à propos d’un 
désaccord concernant le salaire », hier, alors que des syndiqués de deux conseils scolaires sont 
descendus dans la rue pour protester contre la loi spéciale 115.  

« Il est regrettable que des élèves perdent du temps d’apprentissage et il est malheureux que des 
familles soient obligées de recourir à des mesures alternatives », a déclaré M. McGuinty, pendant que 
manifestaient les enseignants de l’élémentaire de l’Avon-Maitland District School Board, dans le sud-
ouest de la province, et de l’Ontario NorthEast District School Board, dans la région de Timmins.  

La Fédération des enseignants de l ’ élémentaire de l ’ Ontario ( FEEO) prévoit d’autres débrayages 
d’un jour, notamment dans les écoles élémentaires publiques anglophones d’Ottawa, demain.  

« La loi 115 menace les valeurs démocratiques et les institutions comme l’enseignement public qui 
ont bâti l’Ontario. C’est malheureux que le premier ministre ait banalisé notre bataille la plus 
importante contre la loi 115 comme s’il s’agissait d’un simple désaccord concernant le salaire », a pesté 
Sam Hammond, président de la FEEO, dans un communiqué.  

Le gouvernement libéral à Queen’s Park cherche à geler l es salaires et suspendre l e droit de grève 
des enseignants pour deux ans. La loi 115 donne aux conseils scolaires et leurs enseignants jusqu’à la 
fin du mois pour ratifier de nouveaux contrats de travail respectant ces paramètres. Sinon, l’État leur 
imposera de nouveaux contrats.  

Le clan McGuinty n’a toutefois pas l’intention d’utiliser à fond sa loi spéciale, bien qu’une clause lui 
permette de casser tout mouvement de grève mettant la sécurité des élèves en jeu.  

Les médecins satisfaits  
Par ailleurs, les médecins de l’Ontario ont approuvé à plus de 80 % une entente de principe 

intervenue après que le gouvernement eut fait marche arrière sur une réduction de certains honoraires 
versés par l’assurance-santé, le mois dernier. Les nouveaux contrats de travail de ces quelque 25000 
salariés de l’État prendront fin le 31 mars 2014.  

« En travaillant ensemble et en faisant preuve d’imagination, nous avons réussi à trouver des 
solutions qui renforcent notre système de santé tout en respectant nos contraintes financières », a 
déclaré Deb Matthews, ministre de la Santé et des Soins de longue durée. « Nous avons établi un 
partenariat qui nous permettra de continuer à faire notre travail », a ajouté le Dr Doug Weir, président 
de l’Association médicale de l’Ontario.  
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Striking Ottawa elementary school teachers to protest at 
70 locations on Wednesday 
 

BY MIKE AUBRY ,OTTAWA SUN 

FIRST POSTED: MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2012 10:26 PM EST | UPDATED: MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2012 11:12 PM EST  

 

Chanting slogans and lugging picket signs, local elementary school teachers will walk out and descend upon nearly 70 

strike locations Wednesday to protest the controversial Putting Students First Act. 

Teachers will stake out dozens of schools and the offices of prominent politicians — including those of Liberal Premier 

Dalton McGuinty in Ottawa South and Tory Lisa MacLeod in Nepean-Carleton — as they battle the province for 

“trampling” on their democratic rights. 

It’s a move that was forced on the union, Ottawa-Carleton Elementary Teachers’ Federation president Peter Giuliani 

insisted. 

“It’s not that sexy,” he said. “This is simply a one-day strike to get out there and to increase our visibility across the city.” 

All elementary schools in the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board will be closed, as will extended day programs run by 

the board. 

While teachers will be striking outside two Ottawa high schools — Sir Robert Borden and Longfields-Davidson Heights — 

protesters will allow high school teachers and students to cross the line and go to class. 

When strikes were first announced, parents feared Longfields-Davidson, the public board’s only Grade 7-12 school, would 

have to be closed with teachers protesting outside. 

Giuliani assures parents that won’t be the case. 

“We’ll engage adults in conversation, but it will be polite and respectful,” said Giuliani. “We’re going to tell them what 

we’re doing and why.” 

All public high schools will be open, and students are expected at the bell, even though some in Hamilton and Oshawa are 

 

Headquarters of the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board on Greenbank Rd. (ERROL McGIHON/OTTAWA SUN FILE 
PHOTO) 
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planning protests and walkouts of their own. 

Teachers won’t be bringing home a full paycheque once they take to the picket line. The OCDSB won’t be paying teachers 

during the walkout, and the union will offer them a nominal strike pay of $50-$55 for the day. 

“If you’re on strike, you lose a day’s pay, that’s all there is to it,” said Giuliani. 

With Ottawa strike day fast approaching, many community groups are hastening to find solutions for parents caught in a 

lurch. 

The Ottawa Academy of Martial Arts — with locations in Kanata, Ottawa and Rockland — is offering a full day of children’s 

programming from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday for $50. 

“Parents won’t have a lot of options, and this is our way of giving back to the community,” said manager Nick Castiglia, 

whose centres will have room for 350 kids. 

SCHOOLS WITH PROTESTS ON WEDNESDAY: 

 Centennial  

 Connaught  

 Elgin Street  

 First Avenue  

 Fisher Park  

 Glashan  

 Hopewell  

 Manor Park  

 Queen Elizabeth  

 Rockcliffe Park  

 Viscount Alexander  

 W.E. Gowling  

 York Street  

 Bayshore  

 Bell’s Corners  

 Bridlewood  

 Castlefrank  

 Huntley Centennial  

 Jack Donohue  

 John Young  

 Katimavik  

 Roch Carrier  

 South March P.S.  

 Stephen Leacock  

 W.O. Mitchell  

 Avalon  

 Dunning-Foubert  

 Fallingbrook  

 Henry Larsen  

 Henry Munro  

 Heritage  

 Maple Ridge  

 Terry Fox  

 Trillium  

 Blossom Park  

 Carleton Heights  

 Charles H. Hulse  

 Featherston Drive  

 Hawthorne  

 Pleasant Park  
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Contract could be forced on striking 
teachers  
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There must be deal by end of year or one will be imposed 

Education Minister Laurel Broten confirmed Monday she will impose a new contract on thousands of 
striking teachers and education workers if their unions don’t reach deals with school boards by the end 
of the year.  

In her clearest language yet, the minister reiterated that the government’s preference would be for 
the two sides to reach agreements on their own.  

But if that doesn’t happen, Broten told the Citizen she will use the powers bestowed upon her in Bill 
115 to impose a new contract and end the months-long impasse.  

“Look, there will be no more time for negotiations and we do need to see agreements put in place,” 
Broten said.  

“The act gives the government the ability to impose agreements where agreements have not been 
reached and when you put agreements in place, you do not have a situation where you have the 
opportunity to have labour unrest and that is something that is important to us.”  

Enacted in September — in part to prevent labour disruptions in schools — Bill 115 gives school 
boards and unions until Dec. 31 to reach local agreements that must include specific parameters around 
pay and benefits modelled after an agreement reached in July between the provincial government and 
the Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association.  

Unions representing elementary and high school teachers and other education workers are 
vehemently opposed to the legislation.  
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Elementary teachers walking out over pay, Dalton McGuinty 
says 
 

BY ANTONELLA ARTUSO ,QUEEN'S PARK BUREAU CHIEF 

FIRST POSTED: MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2012 12:19 PM EST | UPDATED: MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2012 07:05 PM EST  

 

TORONTO - A sharp exchange broke out between Premier Dalton McGuinty and the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of 

Ontario (ETFO) Monday as the province lost its first school day to labour strife since 2003. 

“The Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario has disrupted nine years of labour peace over a disagreement about 

pay,” McGuinty said in a statement Monday. “It’s regrettable that students miss any time learning, and it’s unfortunate 

that families will need to make alternate arrangements. 

“While inconvenient, these one-day legal strike actions do not warrant the intervention of the government and are a small 

price to pay to protect full-day kindergarten, smaller class sizes and 10,000 teaching jobs,” the premier said. 

ETFO responded later Monday with a rebuke to McGuinty, saying teachers had been “forced” into striking by his 

government’s Bill 115 and that his comments were particularly offside on International Human Rights Day. 

“Bill 115 threatens the very democratic values and institutions like public education that have built Ontario,” ETFO 

president Sam Hammond said in a statement. “How unfortunate that the premier of this province has today trivialized 

this most important fight against Bill 115 as a disagreement over pay.” 

Hammond said the labour actions are not related to a wage freeze, but are a response to the loss of the constitutional right 

to collective bargaining. 

Public elementary teachers in the North East and Avon Maitland school boards conducted a one-day strike Monday — the 

first time since McGuinty was elected premier that student instructional time has been lost to job action. 

Teacher strikes are planned for the Niagara and Keewatin-Patricia school boards Tuesday; Lakehead, Hastings-Prince 

Edward and Ottawa-Carleton school boards Wednesday; and Trillium Lakelands, Renfrew and York Region school boards 

Thursday. 

“If you take away people’s rights, then it’s going to be a lot harder to come to an agreement with them,” said NDP MPP 

Peter Tabuns, who called on Education Minister Laurel Broten to scrap Bill 115. “Perhaps she deserves a detention on 

this.” 

Tory MPP Lisa MacLeod said the government has the power under Bill 115 to impose collective agreements and ban 

strikes, and should be acting to keep kids in class. 

The Ontario Conservatives supported the Liberal legislation because otherwise teacher contracts would have automatically 

rolled over on Aug. 31, 2012, ensuring wage increases the deficit-plagued province couldn’t afford, MacLeod said. 

 

POLL 
Do you agree with Premier McGuinty that the teachers are staging walk-outs over 
pay? 

 Yes  

 No  

 It's more complicated than that  

 







View Results

VOTE
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Bravo to inspiring teacher  
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Re: Teacher defies union call to boycott extracurriculars, Dec. 8. Caroline Orchard was an 
inspirational teacher when I attended Sir Robert Borden many years ago, and clearly she still is.  

Bravo to her for taking a stand. The union wants to remind us that extracurricular activities are 
extras that teachers can withdraw because they are on their own time — now they’re getting a taste of 
their own medicine.  

HEATHER (MATHERS) ROURKE,  
Ottawa  
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IT’S TIME TO GET MOVING, 
EDUCATION MINISTER SAYS  
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OTTAWACITIZEN.COM /CITY 

While icy conditions kept school buses off the Ottawa roads on Monday, Education Minister Laurel 
Broten confirmed to the Citizen that she would use the powers bestowed upon her in Bill 115 to impose 
a new contract on striking teachers. On the weather front, a big chill is coming. See A big chill on 
Tuesday after Monday’s icy rain will mean more wintry weather for residents to navigate.  

Environment Canada forecast temperatures hovering around -8 Tuesday, with a mix of sun and 
cloud throughout the day. The temperature on Tuesday night will fall to -12 under cloudy skies.  

Const. Marc Soucy of the Ottawa Police said there were at least 24 car collisions on Monday. He 
warned drivers to leave enough distance between their car and others to avoid collisions, and allow for 
plenty of time to get where they need to be going.  

Roberto Giannetti of Preston Street Hardware said that after Monday’s freezing rain he sold rock 
salt, sand and ice melter by the pallet.  

He’s surprised so many people needed to stock up.  
“I didn’t know if they realized they live in Ottawa!” he said.  

JEAN LEVAC/OTTAWA CITIZEN 
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By Monday afternoon, he’d sold at least 2,000 bags.  
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Public elementary teachers to picket 
at dozens of schools, MPP offices  
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Before- and after-school programs to be affected by labour action 

Striking public elementary school teachers will set up picket lines Wednesday at dozens of schools 
across the city.  

Members of the OSSTF picket outside the Ottawa Convention Centre earlier this month. 
Striking elementary school teachers will set up picket lines at dozens of schools across 
Ottawa on Wednesday. 

The list of designated sites for the one-day walkout, obtained by the Citizen, also lists two high 
schools and the constituency offices of Premier Dalton McGuinty, Liberals MPPs Bob Chiarelli, Phil 
McNeely, Madeleine Meilleur and Yasir Naqvi, and Progressive Conservative MPP Lisa MacLeod, who is 
her party’s education critic.  

Elementary schools will be closed Wednesday and beforeand after-school programs run by the 
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board will be cancelled.  

But in a email to its members, the OSSTF says schools will remain open to staff and those who are 
not members of the striking bargaining unit will be required to be in attendance.  

The OSSTF has told its members that they can’t bring their own children to work on Wednesday and 
that no special leave days will be granted for that day. Days off approved in advance will be allowed.  

A picket line will be set up at Longfields-Davidson Heights Secondary School in Barrhaven, which is 
the OCDSB’s only high school serving students in Grades 7 to 12. Classes will be cancelled Wednesday 

JEAN LEVAC/OTTAWA CITIZEN 
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for Grade 7 and 8 students because their teachers are members of the OttawaCarleton Elementary 
Teachers’ Federation.  

High school students will be forced to cross the picket line to get to class but, according to the union 
email, “additional planning by the OCDSB will be done to recognize the situation.”  

A picket line will also be set up at Sir Robert Borden High School because the school shares its 
Greenbank Road site with the OCDSB’s main office.  

Elementary teachers across the province began holding the one-day protests in Stratford and 
Timmins on Monday. Walkouts are also planned for schools in Renfrew, York Region, Niagara, Muskoka 
and Thunder Bay.  
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Dozens of locations across the city have been targeted for picket lines, They say the legislation 
tramples on their democratic rights to collectively bargain and scraps sick leave and other benefits that 
were won in previous rounds of negotiations.  

Broten says the bill is about “preserving the gains we’ve made in education while meeting our fiscal 
challenges,” which include a $14.4-billion provincial deficit.  

Although the legislation also gives Broten the power to prevent strikes, the government has allowed 
elementary teachers across the province to hold one-day walkouts, beginning Monday in Stratford and 
Timmins.  

Several thousand elementary school teachers are expected to picket at more than 60 locations in 
Ottawa on Wednesday.  

Meanwhile, members of the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF) withdrew from 
all non-classroom work, including extracurricular sports and events such as holiday concerts, as of 
Monday.  

“Ontarians expect us to be fair and balanced in the approach that we take,” Broten said of the 
walkouts.  

“We are balancing the needs of teachers to express their concerns and the need of the province to 
have certainty with respect to the school year.”  

That didn’t stop Premier Dalton McGuinty from rebuking the province’s public elementary school 
teachers union for launching a wave of oneday walkouts on Monday.  

But McGuinty called the rotating strikes “a small price to pay” to protect fullday kindergarten, 
smaller class sizes and thousands of teaching jobs.  

“The Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario has disrupted nine years of labour peace over a 
disagreement about pay,” he said in a statement. “It’s regrettable that students miss any time learning, 
and it’s unfortunate that families will need to make alternate arrangements.”  

While he’s disappointed that some teachers’ unions have put students in the middle, McGuinty said 
he hopes teachers will take no more than one day away from school.  

The government has said it has drawn up legal documents to stop any strikes that stretch beyond a 
single school day.  

Broten wouldn’t say in the interview how actively engaged the outgoing premier is on the labour 
dispute file, nor if the two are in daily contact.  

“He is very focused on education and that is why we have seen the success that we have in 
Ontario’s education system,” she said.  

Progressive Conservative education critic Lisa MacLeod says the teachers’ union should pay for the 
child care that parents are now scrambling to find for their kids. “Thirty to 50 dollars is a lot to a lot of 
Ontario families,” she said. “Especially those families who are going without this year because mom or 
dad doesn’t have a job.”  

Once a contract is imposed, the only avenue left for unions to challenge Bill 115 may be through the 
courts.  

Four of them, including ETFO and OSSTF, have already begun legal proceedings.  
MacLeod says that’s probably the best place to settle the dispute anyway.  
“At some point, the union is going to have to follow the law and if they don’t like the law, the best 

way to do this is to actually deal with it through the court system and not through the school system,” 
she said.  

With files from The Canadian Press  
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They say the legislation tramples on their democratic rights to collectively bargain and scraps sick 
leave and other benefits that were won in previous rounds of negotiations.  

Broten says the bill is about “preserving the gains we’ve made in education while meeting our fiscal 
challenges,” which include a $14.4-billion provincial deficit.  

Although the legislation also gives Broten the power to prevent strikes, the government has allowed 
elementary teachers across the province to hold one-day walkouts, beginning Monday in Stratford and 
Timmins.  

Several thousand elementary school teachers are expected to picket at more than 60 locations in 
Ottawa on Wednesday.  

Meanwhile, members of the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF) withdrew from 
all non-classroom work, including extracurricular sports and events such as holiday concerts, as of 
Monday.  

“Ontarians expect us to be fair and balanced in the approach that we take,” Broten said of the 
walkouts.  

“We are balancing the needs of teachers to express their concerns and the need of the province to 
have certainty with respect to the school year.”  

That didn’t stop Premier Dalton McGuinty from rebuking the province’s public elementary school 
teachers union for launching a wave of oneday walkouts on Monday.  

But McGuinty called the rotating strikes “a small price to pay” to protect fullday kindergarten, 
smaller class sizes and thousands of teaching jobs.  

“The Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario has disrupted nine years of labour peace over a 
disagreement about pay,” he said in a statement. “It’s regrettable that students miss any time learning, 
and it’s unfortunate that families will need to make alternate arrangements.”  

While he’s disappointed that some teachers’ unions have put students in the middle, McGuinty said 
he hopes teachers will take no more than one day away from school.  

The government has said it has drawn up legal documents to stop any strikes that stretch beyond a 
single school day.  

Broten wouldn’t say in the interview how actively engaged the outgoing premier is on the labour 
dispute file, nor if the two are in daily contact.  

“He is very focused on education and that is why we have seen the success that we have in 
Ontario’s education system,” she said.  

Progressive Conservative education critic Lisa MacLeod says the teachers’ union should pay for the 
child care that parents are now scrambling to find for their kids. “Thirty to 50 dollars is a lot to a lot of 
Ontario families,” she said. “Especially those families who are going without this year because mom or 
dad doesn’t have a job.”  

Once a contract is imposed, the only avenue left for unions to challenge Bill 115 may be through the 
courts.  

Four of them, including ETFO and OSSTF, have already begun legal proceedings.  
MacLeod says that’s probably the best place to settle the dispute anyway.  
“At some point, the union is going to have to follow the law and if they don’t like the law, the best 

way to do this is to actually deal with it through the court system and not through the school system,” 
she said.  

With files from The Canadian Press  
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Walkout may put union loyalties to 
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Emotions run high as teachers ready protest 

When Ottawa’s elementary public school teachers are out on the picket lines Wednesday, many 
parents who are also union members might wonder if their union card gives them a special 
responsibility to stand with their brothers and sisters in education.  
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Erin Lightfoot takes her daughter Hayle to an alternate care arrangement on Monday. The 
Grade 5 student’s school in Stratford, Ont., was closed because teachers in the Avon 
Maitland school district participated in a one-day strike. 

How deep does Ottawa’s union brotherhood run, and will recent spats between unions and the 
federal government in this town have any impact on how parents treat their children’s teachers?  

“I think solidarity is important, but, it’s crucial right now,” said Vicky Smallman, a mother of an 
Ottawa elementary school student and the Director of the Womens’ and Human Rights department at 
the Canadian Labour Congress.  

“It’s not just desirable to have people of other unions out there supporting the teachers vocally, it’s 
absolutely necessary for people who believe in the process of collective bargaining to voice their 
displeasure at what’s happening right now.”  

According to the official line at Ottawa’s major unions, however, the role played by other union 
members during this strike is far from clear.  

DAVE CHIDLEY/THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Neither the Ontario chapter of the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) nor the Public 
Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) has provided members with written guidance about how to deal with 
the coming job action.  

Craig Saunders from CUPE said members — not just teachers — have been “very active” in rallies 
across the province for the past many months and, as such, have stood strong with the teachers and 
teacher support workers.  

Upon request, the Canadian Association of Public Employees (CAPE) gives members a few pointers: 
ask before crossing picket lines (if you must), graciously accept any stickers or leaflets being distributed 
by strikers, and refrain from volunteering to replace workers during lunch hour or after-school 
activities. The latter, it says, “is the same as performing the work of employees on strike.”  

Tammy Ames, a single mother and executive member of the Professional Association of Foreign 
Service Officers, said her union, which represents 1,500 federal employees, hasn’t issued any formal 
directive to members who might also be parents.  

That’s why, when Ottawa’s high school teachers stopped leading after-school activities as part of 
their job action, Ames stepped in to help organize a school play so her 17-year-old daughter, Kristen 
Merke, would have a chance to direct a production before graduating in June.  

“I don’t consider what we’re doing to be undermining the teachers’ union position,” said Ames.  
“While all of our students are from Merivale High School, we’re not associated with the school in any 

way. It’s not the same thing as the sports teams that are through the school.”  
She pointed out that while her daughter’s drama teacher didn’t say one way or another whether the 

play was stepping on union toes, she didn’t get any “bad feelings” from teachers and, in fact, some will 
be in the audience when the play debuts on Dec. 14 “to cheer from the sidelines.”  

In terms of her position as an executive of PAFSO, Ames said, “As of now, we’re not doing anything 
specific” beyond generally supporting the rights of unions to collective bargaining.  

For Corina Crawley, 37, mother of two and staff member at CUPE’s national office in Ottawa, 
Wednesday’s job action is an opportunity for parents to get engaged, but she fears that many will use 
the childcare services being provided by the city and thus avoid having to take a position in the debate. 

“I think the parents in my neighbourhood that are going to be taking advantage of (daycare 
services) should actually be inconvenienced by (the strike) and have to think about it and have to take 
some action and decide what their position is and engage a little bit.”  

Crawley’s five-year-old son will still be at school Wednesday because his school is operated by the 
French language school board, but Crawley said that if his teachers were picketing, she would reject the 
childcare services offered and would instead take the day off work, being sure to let her employer know 
the reason for her absence.  

“Ideally, I would express my concerns around the policy issues and the reasons why (the teachers) 
are out, instead of just complaining about the inconvenience.”  

She said the unions are partly at fault if parents blame teachers, not government, for the dispute 
as, in her view, unions haven’t done a proper job of educating parents about which government agency 
should be the target of letters or calls with concerns.  

“I think it would be helpful if the unions were more clear about who’s the target and what people 
can do, instead of it being this private negotiation process that no one is aware of.”  

Smallman said she’ll be out on the picket lines — with her six-year-old, Gordon — to show solidarity 
with the teachers on Wednesday.  

“I want to use it as a teachable moment for the day about the importance of standing up for what 
you believe in,” she said.  

“Hopefully it will be a shortlived thing,” she said, adding that she looks to the government to resolve 
the conflict, not with legislation, but with negotiation.  

Previous Story
 

Next Story
 

Page 3 of 3Ottawa Citizen ePaper - Ottawa Citizen - 11 Dec 2012 - Walkout may put union loyalties ...

2012-12-11http://digital.ottawacitizen.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=b7f05bf5-c397-4704-8aa...



L’UQO face à de nouveaux sacrifices  
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Compressions de 3,2 millions $ pour l’année en cours 

Les visages étaient sombres, hier soir, au terme de la rencontre du conseil d’administration de 
l’Université du Québec en Outaouais (UQO). Une réunion déchirante au cours de laquelle la direction a 
été contrainte de couper 3,2 millions des 75 millions $ prévus à son budget en cours afin de satisfaire 
les exigences du ministre de l’Enseignement supérieur, Pierre Duchesne.  

La dernière réunion du c.a. de l’UQO a été particulièrement éprouvante « Le c.a. a prolongé 
ses discussions jusqu’à tard [hier soir] et nous avons étudié toutes les avenues possibles », 
explique le recteur Vaillancourt. 

Pour un établissement déjà aux prises avec un sous-financement chronique, un déficit accumulé 
d’une dizaine de millions de dollars et d’importantes pertes encourues par le conflit étudiant du 
printemps dernier, l’effort budgétaire supplémentaire récemment demandé par Québec prend l’allure 
d’un mauvais rêve pour le recteur de l’UQO, Jean Vaillancourt. Ce dernier ignore pour le moment les 
conséquences engendrées par ce déficit de plusieurs millions de dollars.  

« Le conseil d’administration a prolongé ses discussions jusqu’à tard [hier soir] et nous avons étudié 
toutes les avenues possibles. Un comité a été formé pour trouver des solutions pour le budget en cours 
mais aussi pour celui de l’année 2013-2014 qui s’annonce difficile », affirme M. Vaillancourt.  

À l’UQO, comme dans l’ensemble du milieu universitaire québécois, les coupures de 124 millions$ 
exigées par le ministre Duchesne à quatre mois de la fin de l’année fiscale en cours ont pris tout le 
monde par surprise. Plusieurs analystes et observateurs de la scène provinciale ont vu les exigences du 
ministre comme une déclaration de guerre et un signe d’une incompréhension du système universitaire 
de la part du ministre.  

La hausse des droits de scolarité annulée par le gouvernement péquiste rendra encore plus difficile 
l’effort budgétaire demandé par le ministre. Les établissements avaient pour la plupart fait leur budget, 
le printemps dernier, en prenant en considération que ces sommes seraient au rendez-vous.  

SIMON SÉGUIN-BERTRAND, Archives Ledroit 
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L’UQO sera au Sommet  
Certains recteurs, sous le coup de la colère, ont même remis en question leur participation au 

Sommet sur l’enseignement supérieur qui doit se tenir en début d’année. Le recteur de l’UQO a 
toutefois l’intention de participer au Sommet et il se rendra à la deuxième rencontre thématique ce 
jeudi, à TroisRivières.  

« Le dialogue doit demeurer une priorité pour trouver des solutions. J’invite toutefois les 
enseignants et les étudiants de l’UQO et de niveau collégial à se mobiliser lors de la venue du Sommet 
à Gatineau afin de venir parler de l’importance de notre université et de ses défis », souligne Jean 
Vaillancourt.  

Le ministre Pierre Duchesne a aussi affirmé, la semaine dernière, qu’il demandait à être convaincu 
du sous-financement du réseau universitaire québécois. L’UQO tente depuis des années, avec de 
nombreux chiffres à l’appui, de convaincre Québec du sous-financement dont elle est victime 
historiquement.  

« Il s’agit d’une remise en question étonnante dans un contexte où plusieurs partenaires du 
ministère reconnaissaient encore jusqu’à tout récemment le sousf inancement des universités 
québécoises. Cette remise en questions nous a jetés par terre », indique le recteur de l’UQO.  
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Les fonctionnaires pourront décorer 
leur bureau  
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Finie la rectitude politique dans l a f onction publique : sapins de Noël et menoras sont désormais 
les bienvenus dans les cubicules des employés de l’État.  
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À moins de trois semaines de Noël, le gouvernement du Canada a transmis hier à la plupart des 
fonctionnaires une note de service qui affirme que « tous ont le droit de décorer leurs bureaux et leurs 
espaces de travail comme bon leur semble ».  

Plus question de décorer un « sapin des Fêtes », comme cela s’est déjà fait au sein du 
gouvernement du Canada, ouu d’effa-d’effacer toute trace de Noëll comme l’avait édicté un cadree de 
Ser-Services Canada au Québecbec l’an dernier.  

Le gouvernement n’a pas l’intention de jouer auu « Grin-Grincheux qui voulait gâcherer Noël », a 
insisté hier le présidentident du Conseil du Trésor, Tonyony Cle-Clement. C’est la deuxièmee année que 
les conservateurs envoient nvoient un message du genree aux employés de la fonction tion publique.  

« Noël et Hanoukka sont des moments spéciauxux de l’année que les Canadiens adiens attendent 
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avec impatience. ience. Les lumières et les décoraécorations remontent le moralmoral et 
confèrenconfèrent à la période un sentimenttiment dd’émerveillement et de célébratcélébration, a dit 
Tony Clement. Qu’il s’s’agisse d’exposer des cartes dde Noël, de poser des guirlandguirlandes ou de 
mettre en évidencedence unune menora, les employés fédéraufédéraux ont parfaitement le droit de 
célébrer la période des Fêtes au travail. »  

Le gougouvernement du Canada ne dispodispose pas de directives qui interdisinterdisent aux 
employés fédérauxraux de poser des décorations de NoNoël ou autres ornements du temps des Fêtes 
dans leurs espaces de travail, a-til réitéré dans un communiqué. « CertaCertains aimeraient étouffer 
l’esprit de Noël au nom de la rectitude politique ou par opportunisme, a déclaré le ministre Clement. 
Notre gouvernement ne permettra pas que l’esprit de Noël soit gâché. »  

L’an dernier, une directive envoyée par un haut fonctionnaire de Services Canada, au Québec, avait 
f ait beaucoup de bruit. Celui- ci souhaitait éviter les plaintes reliées aux croyances religieuses, et avait 
donc interdit les décorations dans les espaces accessibles au public. Une mesure décriée par le 
gouvernement lui-même.  

Sur le réseau social Twitter, plusieurs fonctionnaires se sont montrés satisfaits par le message lancé 
par le ministre Clement.  
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Médecins sans frontières  
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Nancy Battistin s e cherchait un médecin de f amille en Outaouais depuis 2005. Il y a environ un an, 
elle s’en est enfin déniché un. Mais à Ottawa. Et aujourd’hui, elle menace de poursuivre la Régie de 
l’assurance maladie du Québec (RAMQ) parce que celle-ci ne rembourse qu’une fraction des frais 
médicaux en Ontario. « Pour chaque consultation, ça me coûte 69 $, et la RAMQ me rembourse 
seulement 38 $ », rapportait notre journaliste Justine Mercier dans notre édition d’hier.  

Exaspérée par la situation, Mme Battistin songe donc à intenter un recours collectif pour TOUS les 
patients de l’Outaouais qui n’obtiennent pas un plein remboursement de la RAMQ lorsqu’ils consultent 
un médecin d’Ottawa.  

Mais qu’adviendra- t - i l s i Mme Battistin met sa menace à exécution et qu’elle obtient gain de 
cause? Verra-t-on un free for all dans les cliniques médicales d’Ottawa?  

« Premier arrivé, premier servi, nous dira-t-on. Que vous soyez d’Ottawa, de Gatineau, d’Embrun ou 
de Val-des-Monts, ça n’importe pas à Ottawa, c’est le même prix pour tous. »  

Non, je ne suis pas du genre à dire aux Québécois : « Tant pis pour vous, restez chez vous et restez 
malades. » Tout le monde a droit à un médecin de famille. Et nous, Ontariens, ne pouvons demeurer 
insensibles devant l’incapacité de certains Gatinois à s’en trouver un. Une personne malade doit être 
soignée, qu’elle habite d’un côté ou de l’autre de la rivière des Outaouais.  

Mais n’allez surtout pas croire, chers amis québécois, qu’il « pleut » des médecins de famille à 
Ottawa. La pénurie de médecins de famille est un problème généralisé. Il n’est pas unique à 
l’Outaouais. Je connais des gens à Ottawa qui sont, eux aussi, à la recherche d’un docteur et qui 
n’arrivent pas à s’en trouver.  

Et pour les francophones de la grande région de la capitale nationale – qu’ils soient Ontariens ou 
Québécois –, le problème risque de s’aggraver d’année en année.  

Pourquoi? Parce qu’une pénurie de médecins francophones s’annonce en Ontario si le gouvernement 
McGuinty n’agit pas dans les plus brefs délais.  

Je vous explique.  
Sans Montfort, point de salut  
L’hôpital Montfort joue un rôle d’enseignement universitaire depuis 1992. Il est le seul hôpital à le 

faire en français en Ontario. Le seul.  
Au fil des ans, il n’a cessé d’augmenter le nombre de jours d’enseignement en médecine (JEM) pour 

parer à la demande. En moins de dix ans, le nombre de JEM est passé de 6 500 à plus de 16 000. 
L’hôpital vise à atteindre la barre des 34 000 JEM en 2016 pour assurer la relève de demain.  

Mais pour atteindre ce chiffre de 34 000 JEM et ainsi assurer une relève de médecins francophones, 
l’hôpital Montfort doit obtenir du gouvernement ontarien une désignation officielle de statut 
universitaire.  

La direction et les médecins de Montfort demandent cette désignation depuis des années. Mais 
Queen’s Park ne bouge pas.  

On attend cette désignation. On nous la promet durant les campagnes électorales. Mais une fois au 
pouvoir, les élus ne répondent plus. Même Madeleine Meilleur, la ministre déléguée aux Affaires 
francophones et ancienne infirmière à l’hôpital Montfort, est muette comme une carpe quand il est 
question d’une désignation officielle de statut universitaire pour son ancien employeur.  

Pourquoi ce silence du gouvernement McGuinty ? Fouillez-moi. Une question d’argent, sans doute. 
C’est toujours une question d’argent.  

En octroyant à l’hôpital Montfort une désignation officielle de statut universitaire, le gouvernement 
de l’Ontario reconnaîtrait officiellement le rôle d’enseignement de cet hôpital en tant que centre 
hospitalier universitaire. Et Montfort se verrait ainsi accorder les mêmes privilèges – et les mêmes 
sommes d’argent – que les autres hôpitaux universitaires reconnus officiellement par le ministère de la 
Santé et des Soins de longue durée.  

« Présentement, la formation médicale en français est un succès grâce à la bonne volonté et au 
dévouement des médecins de l’hôpital Montfort qui attendent depuis de nombreuses années d’être 
rémunérés équitablement pour les heures qu’ils consacrent à l’enseignement. Ils ont toutefois 
clairement fait savoir qu’ils ne pourraient pas répondre à toute la demande sans une reconnaissance 

Page 1 of 2LeDroitSurMonOrdi.ca - Le Droit - 11 décembre 2012 - Médecins sans frontières

2012-12-11http://ledroit.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=483c6372-52c6-4b85...



Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and 
protected by applicable law.  

officielle de l’hôpital Montfort comme hôpital universitaire », peut-on lire sur le site Web de cet 
hôpital.  

Donc sans cette « reconnaissance officielle » et une rémunération compensatoire que demandent l 
es médecins de Montfort, les étudiants en médecine de l’Université d’Ottawa et les résidents qui font 
leurs études en français risquent de ne plus avoir accès à un centre hospitalier francophone pour y 
recevoir une formation clinique.  

Et ceci entraînera inévitablement une éventuelle pénurie de médecins capables de donner des soins 
en français à Ottawa, et en Ontario.  

Donc Mme Battistin intentera peut-être un recours collectif contre la RAMQ. Et elle aura peut-être 
gain de cause.  

Mais en bout de ligne, ce n’est pas un médecin de famille que les Gatinois se chercheront à Ottawa, 
mais un family doctor…  
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1 
Volunteer educator faces sanctions 

An Ottawa teacher who’s defying her union’s instructions to withdraw from extracurricular activities 
has created an online petition seeking support for her views.  

Caroline Orchard said her petition, which can be found at ipetitions.com/petition/itis-my-time, is an 
effort to ensure that withdrawing extracurricular activities “is no longer a tool for union use.”  

Orchard, a retired mathematics teacher who still fills in as a supply teacher, volunteers as coach of 
Sir Robert Borden High School’s alpine ski and snowboarding teams and leads the school’s 150-member 
ski club.  

Effective Monday, the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation instructed its 60,000 
members to withdraw from involvement in extracurriculars to protest what it calls interference in the 
bargaining process by Education Minister Lauren Broten.  

But Orchard has refused, maintaining that volunteer activities she performs on her own time are 
none of the union’s business. She could face sanctions, including being “named and shamed” in an 
OSSTF newsletter.  

Orchard’s petition states that during a strike, the OSSTF should, at most, only be able to suggest 
that teachers refrain from extracurricular activities. “Then it should be up to each individual teacher to 
make a decision,” it continues, “and that decision should be respected by their peers.”  

Her objective is to make a boycott of extracurricular activities “a much harder thing for the union to 
use every time there’s a political action.”  

She added: “I want to let the union know that there are teachers out there that are fed up with 
their voluntary activities always being first in line when political action starts up.”  

Orchard adopted a similar tactic a few years ago to oppose a Ministry of Education policy that 
prohibited teachers from award students a mark of zero, even if they failed to hand in an assignment or 
cheated on a test. She collected 4,700 signatures and the petition was presented in the Ontario 
legislature.  

Orchard said the OSSTF’s direction to boycott extracurricular activities is hypocritical, given that the 
union told members in a memo a couple of weeks ago that “performance of extracurricular activities is 
an individual choice and purely voluntary.”  

She likened the union’s threat to name and shame her to bullying, saying it was “somewhat ironic 
that the very group that puts together anti-bullying and anti-harassment workshops seems to be 
bullying me.”  

Most high school teachers in the Ottawa public board withdrew from extracurricular activities earlier 
this fall after their union encouraged them to take a break from volunteering. Outside volunteers have 
stepped in to lead extracurricular activities.  

Despite that, Gary Schreider, athletics co-ordinator for the National Capital Secondary School 
Athletic Association, said Monday virtually every public high school has at least one entry in team sports 
such as boy’s basketball and girl’s volleyball, or individual sports, including wrestling, skiing and 
snowboarding.  
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Altogether, 85 teams from the three Ottawa school boards and independent schools are currently 
competing against one another, Schreider said. Another 11 teams had been poised to join competition 
but withdrew after a tentative deal between the Ottawa board and the OSSTF collapsed late last month. 
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