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French Catholic school opens doors next week in
Kanata Lakes
Blair Edwards
August 23, 2012
The first-ever principal at Saint-Rémi French
Catholic elementary school has a surprise
waiting for her students when they arrive at the
newly-built Kanata Lakes school next week
Several of them in fact.
Eugénie Congi keeps a basket of toys,
notebooks and other treats in a “surprise
basket” tucked away in a corner of her office.
From time to time over the course of the school
year, Congi will dip into the basket to reward
students who exhibit good behaviour.
“It’s to help them remember when you make an
effort to do better, you get rewarded,” said
Congi. “It’s the little things that mean a lot.”
Other rewards are less tangible, she added, and
could involve a chance to sit in the principal’s
chair or job-shadow her for a few hours.

French Catholic school opens doors next week in Kanata Lakes.
Blair Edwards/Metroland

Congi has been a busy woman over the past few weeks preparing for her school’s opening on Tuesday, Aug. 28.
The halls of the school have been a bustle of activity, with workers carrying boxes of books, desks and supplies
into classrooms.
Library technicians have spent the past few weeks cataloguing books and loading the shelves and teachers have
already started trickling into the school, eager to begin organizing their classrooms for the start of the school
year.
The French Catholic school board of central-eastern Ontario predicted the junior kindergarten to Grade 6 school
would take in 260 students from a catchment area that includes Kanata, Constance Bay, Arnprior and Almonte.
But as of last week, 345 children had registered at Saint-Rémi, a school with a capacity for 348 students.
“We’re not done registering the children,” said Congi. “So we might be 350, 355.”
She said she expects enrolment will increase over the coming years with the amount of development planned in
Kanata, such as Urbandale’s project in the Beaver Pond area, located only a few streets away from Saint-Rémi,
situated at 100 Walden Dr.
TECH-SCHOOL
When Saint-Rémi opens its doors next week, students will discover a school outfitted with all the teaching tools
of modern technology, said Congi.
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“We are expected to have a technological vision to help students perform and learn,” said Congi. “In 2012 it’s
important to prepare our students and ensure they acquire all the skills they are going to need at secondary,
post-secondary (schools) and also the workplace.”
Every classroom comes equipped with a Smart Board as well as monitors to screen school announcements from
the principal.
Saint-Rémi also has technology labs, with one computer for every student enrolled at the school.
Later this year, the school will also provide students tablets, to help children with reading and other school
assignments.
“There’s so many skills you can use with a tablet,” said Congi.
The high-tech elementary school will also maintain an electronic monitor in a hallway near the main office,
which will keep track of Saint-Rémi’s electricity and water consumption.
Meanwhile, parents love being able to send their children to a school that offers an all-French learning
environment, said Louise de Vynck, a member of the school’s parent transition committee.
“French immersion is just not enough since we’re engaged in such an all-English speaking environment,” she
said.
Lisa Blair, another member of the school’s parent transition committee, said it was exciting to send her two
children to such a strong French-speaking school.
“Parents are looking for true bilingualism,” she said. “They’re also looking for the choice to have their children in
a Catholic setting as well.”

FEATURES
Other features of the new school include a double gymnasium with a roll-out stage for use by the choir and arts
programs, a library with $30,000 worth of books and a daycare, which will also provide before and after school
care.
The daycare has enrolled 15 toddlers (18 months to two-and-a-half years old) and 24 pre-schoolers (two-and-ahalf to four years old).
The daycare charges $981.37 per month for toddlers and $912.45 per month for pre-school age children.
The before and after school program has 140 students enrolled and comes with a cost of $364.45 per month for
children younger than four and $327.40 per month for children five years of age and older.
“It’s very important that parents have access to that service,” said Congi.
Saint-Rémi will hold a grand opening ceremony at the school’s location on 100 Walden Dr. on Monday, Aug. 27,
starting at 12:45 p.m. The school will also offer a community barbecue later that afternoon, from 3:30 to 6 p.m.
This article is for personal use only courtesy of YourOttawaRegion.com - a division of Metroland Media Group Ltd.

http://www.yourottawaregion.com/print/1491155

2012-08-27

LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 25 août 2012 - Page #35

Page 1 of 1

http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx... 2012-08-27

Ottawa Citizen Digital - Ottawa Citizen - 25 Aug 2012 - Parents owed $400,000

Previous Story
Article rank

Page 1 of 1

Next Story
25 Aug 2012

Ottawa Citizen

CHRIS COBB

Parents owed $400,000
Tuition fees unlikely to be recovered
Families who paid fees in advance to the now-bankrupt Canadian Montessori Academy stand to lose
a whopping $400,000 — a figure expected to increase as more parents come forward, the Citizen has
learned.
An Ontario court sent the debt-ridden school into receivership July 23.
Parents, who had been urged by the school owners as early as last November to pay their 2012-13
fees, are unsecured creditors and unlikely to get all, if any, of their money back. Some with more than
one child at the school, or who paid two years in advance, stand to lose about $20,000. Most are owed
between $10,000 and $13,000.
The school also allegedly sold invalid $350 “fee protection” insurance and had operated an
unlicensed teachertraining college until the college was ordered closed by the province in 2010.
Because school bills had gone unpaid for so long, court-appointed receiver BDO is still trying to
determine what happened to the money, which the latest figures put at between $350,000 and
$400,000 and rising.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.

Previous Story

Next Story

http://digital.ottawacitizen.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=c2db3ed6-047f-4526-bc...

2012-08-27

Ottawa Citizen Digital - Ottawa Citizen - 25 Aug 2012 - Fees: $2M in total debts

Previous Story
Article rank

Page 1 of 1

Next Story
25 Aug 2012

Ottawa Citizen

Ccobb@ottawacitizen.com Twitter.com/chrisicobb

Fees: $2M in total debts
“We’re here for the best interests of the creditor pool,” BDO’s John Haralovich told a meeting of
parents in late July.
He refused to predict whether any money would be left for out-of-pocket families.
The Academy owners, the de Mel family of Ottawa, left the Nepean school about $2 million in debt,
most of it owed to the taxpayer-owned Business Development Bank of Canada, the City of Ottawa and
the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA): all of them secured creditors.
The school had not paid an instalment on its bank debt for 18 months and owes the city about
$500,000 in property taxes.
CRA is conducting an audit of the school’s accounts but, according to court documents, the federal
tax collector is owed between $200,000 and $600,000 in deductions taken from school employees.
The city says it isn’t unusual for property tax defaulters to be allowed three or four years to pay
before it forces the sale of property to get its money, but it isn’t clear why the federal bank allowed the
school to go so long without making a loan payment.
Neither the bank nor CRA will discuss the case, citing privacy and legal issues.
A spokesman for BDO said the Fieldrow Street school building — apparently the only remaining
asset — has attracted the interest of a few potential buyers and will be sold to pay off debts.
When the building was for sale earlier this year, a local developer made a final offer of $2.4 million
before withdrawing from a possible deal.
Once the building is sold, the city, bank and CRA and other lesser secured creditors will be paid.
The remainder — if any — will be divided among the parents, all of whom have found other schools
for their children both inside and outside the Montessori system.
In a move that was led by College Ward councillor Rick Chiarelli, a remaining nine students, whose
parents had paid fees to the Canadian Montessori Academy, were placed this week in other Montessori
schools in the city — either for free or at a reduced price.
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CHIANELLO
The Liberals are using the public’s lukewarm sympathy for Ontario’s teachers
to their political advantage.
It’s more than a little rich for the Liberals to be complaining now about teachers having it too good: they played a
large part in making it that way.

Education is a little like sports: watch it long enough from the sidelines and you’ll soon consider
yourself an expert.
And so, after years of experiencing the school system through our children, we parents come to
believe, sometimes passionately, that teachers have it easy. We back up those positions with oftrepeated, often piddling complaints.
My pet peeves are many, starting with the number of supposedly parent-inclusive events that are
held during work hours. Question for teachers: How easy is it for you to leave your job in the middle of
the day?
More seriously, I question the value of my daughter watching three full-length feature films during
class time over the course of Grade 8.
Now, even the harshest sideline critics usually mouth the caveat that there are also fine teachers
who have added immeasurably to our children’s lives.
Think back to those great ones. What would you pay them? The moon, right? To these dedicated
professionals, we do not begrudge shelling out the highest annual salary available in Ontario to
teachers with a decade or more experience — better than $95,000.
But the fact is, it’s not just the terrific teachers who make that top pay scale. As Don Drummond’s
report on reforming the provincial public sector revealed earlier this year, fully half of our teachers
make that much. Are half the teachers you’ve encountered that good?
Hence the public’s lack of sympathy for the current plight of the teaching profession. Their PR crisis
is not helped by the repeatedly reported fact that they are allowed to bank unused sick days over their
careers for a possible $46,000 payout at the time of retirement — a benefit that seems almost
exclusive to public-sector workers. Then there’s the favourite beef against teachers: All the vacation
time they enjoy.
No one understands public resentment against the deals teachers have struck over the years better
than the ruling provincial Liberals.
It’s no coincidence that they’ve conjured up this education emergency in the summer, when you’re
at work while your kids’ teachers are presumably lounging on the deck. Nor is it an accident that two
byelections, which could nudge the Liberals into majority territory, are being held during the first week
of school. What better time for the Grits to hammer home the message that they’ve averted a school
strike?
Not that a strike was necessarily on the horizon. That’s not the point.
The point is that any possibility of a disruption, no matter how unlikely, will be eliminated when the
Liberals call MPPs back early to legislate a new contract with teachers before their old one ends next
Friday.
And yet, for all their ham-fisted handling of the issue, teachers are not the bad guys here despite
efforts to paint them that way and our collective willingness to accept that portrayal.
For reasons above, many of us are rightly weary of hearing how tough our educators have it.
Initiatives like smaller classroom sizes and the inclusion of prep time during the work day have helped
improve their lot, and a 12-per-cent wage increase over the past four years didn’t hurt either.
Nor did teachers’ unions help their own cause by walking away from contract talks earlier this year.
That kind of grandstanding may have been par for the course in labour negotiations in times past, when
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public money flowed easier. In these tougher times, though, that stunt played right into the
Liberals’ hands.
Because this provincial government likely never intended to negotiate.
How could it? To have even a hope of balancing the budget by 2017, the government must impose
serious cost cuts. Axing the retirement gratuity alone will take $1.7 billion off the books.
So, the Liberals’ casting of the teachers as the enemy is shrewd political opportunism.
Worse, the government’s current plan sets a dangerous precedent for collective bargaining in this
province.
Indeed, what is the point of hashing out a collective agreement if a government can unilaterally
swipe benefits off the books?
You don’t have to agree with the concept of the so-called retirement gratuity to understand why
teachers would be upset at losing it. The ability to bank sick days was a hardfought benefit that has
existed in some form for the past 60 years. Suddenly, the Liberals are proposing to do away with it in
one fell swoop — no grandfathering, no dwindling-down of the program. Imagine being a teacher on the
cusp of retirement who has been counting on that money. Why shouldn’t she be upset at suddenly
being told she’d lose it?
If the Liberals thought that retirement gratuities were so outrageous, or that teachers got too many
sick days (the proposed legislation calls for a reduction to 10 from 20 sick days a year), why didn’t they
do something about it in the last contract go-round in 2008?
Surely it would have been easier to negotiate a clawback of benefits in a contract that offers wage
increases.
It’s more than a little rich for the Liberals to be complaining now about teachers having it too good:
they played a large part in making it that way.
But the provincial election was so last year. Remember that campaign, when the teachers came out
in full force behind Premier Dalton McGuinty’s side?

The Liberals don’t seem to. They’re too busy thinking about showing voters in two ridings how tough
they are, how little labour negotiation niceties mean to them, and how willing they are to exploit the
teachers’ entrenched public-relations liabilities.
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Le NPD ontarien entend défendre la
bourse pour francophones
Des députés néo-démocrates promettent de t alonner la ministre déléguée aux Affaires
francophones Madeleine Meilleur, dès la reprise des travaux en Chambre, au sujet de l’abolition
l’automne dernier de la Bourse pour étudier en français.
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La porte-parole du NPD en matière d’Affaires francophones, France Gélinas, croit que le
gouvernement libéral a pris cette décision sans en connaître les conséquences réelles sur les étudiants
franco-ontariens qui souhaitent poursuivre des études postsecondaires en français.
« Le 24 juillet, j’ai eu l’opportunité de questionner Mme Meilleur à ce sujet, affirme Mme Gélinas. La
ministre s’était alors engagée à partager ces études si elles existaient, mais un mois plus tard toujours
rien. Le gouvernement a annulé cette bourse sans aucun égard sur l’impact qu’elle avait sur les jeunes
francophones. »
Mercredi, Mme Meilleur annonçait au Regroupement étudiant franco-ontarien (RÉFO), qui était de
passage dans ses bureaux afin de déposer lui présenter pétition de 5000 noms réclamant le
rétablissement de la bourse, que son gouvernement n’a pas l’intention de changer d’avis.
« La pétition du Regroupement des étudiants franco-ontariens (RÉFO), ainsi que les commentaires
recueillis, démontrent de façon touchante et convaincante l’impact de la bourse pour encourager les j
eunes francophones à poursuivre leurs études en français », croit pour sa part la députée de
LondonFanshawe, Teresa Armstrong.
Environ 78 % des francophones de la province choisissent de continuer leurs études
postsecondaires en anglais.
Mme Meilleur a ouvert la porte instaurer un volet francophone à une bourse qui s’adresse
actuellement à tous les étudiants ontariens.
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Vibrants hommages sur Terre à
l’auteur du « petit pas » sur la Lune
— Le monde pleurait hier le premier homme à avoir marché sur la Lune, Neil Armstrong, décédé la
veille, saluant dans de vibrants hommages la ténacité et l’audace, autant que l’humilité d’un homme
qui, selon la presse américaine, était devenu une figure « presque mythique ».
Avec son « petit pas » sur la Lune, Armstrong « a ému le ciel et la Terre entière », titrait hier le
Washington Post, au sujet de cet ingénieur taciturne qui n’a jamais été à l’aise avec sa renommée.
Marcher sur la Lune, c’était pour Armstrong « juste » un travail, notait de son côté le Miami Herald.
Armstrong, qui a donné l’envie à toute une génération de conquérir les étoiles, est mort à 82 ans
samedi à Cincinnati, dans l’Ohio, de complications liées à une opération cardiovasculaire.
Le lieu et la date de ses funérailles n’avaient pas encore été fixés hier matin, a indiqué la NASA.
«C’est un petit pas pour l’homme, mais un bond de géant de l’humanité », avait déclamé dans une
phrase désormais célèbre Neil Armstrong, chargé de commander la première mission lunaire américaine
à bord de la capsule Apollo 11, en posant son pied sur la Lune le 20 juillet 1969.
Parlant d’Armstrong comme d’un « héros américain contre son gré », ses proches ont exprimé leur
espoir que son héritage encourage les jeunes gens à « travailler dur pour que leurs rêves deviennent
réalité, (…) repousser les limites et servir avec abnégation une cause plus grande que la leur ».
John Glenn, 81 ans, qui a effectué le premier vol orbital américain, a salué l’« audace » d’Armstrong
et rendu hommage à son humilité légendaire. « C’était une personne humble et il l’est resté après son
vol lunaire, comme avant ».
« Avoir vu l’homme marcher sur la Lune, on n’a qu’une envie, c’est que cela recommence » sur la
planète Mars, où l’agence spatiale américaine (NASA) vient de poser un nouveau robot, Curiosity, a
souligné le directeur de la Cité de l’Espace à Toulouse, en France, Jean-Baptiste Desbois.
Neil Armstrong, décoré de nombreuses fois par les États-Unis, mais aussi 17 autres pays, n’avait
jamais été à l’aise avec cette renommée mondiale, fuyant les feux des projecteurs.
Marié et père de deux fils, grandpère de dix petits-enfants, il avait même cessé de signer des
autographes après avoir appris que ceux-ci se revendaient à des prix exorbitants.
« Source d’inspiration »
Le président des États-Unis Barack Obama, se disant « profondément attristé », a salué sa
mémoire : « Neil était parmi les plus grands héros américains, pas seulement de l’époque actuelle,
mais de tous les temps ».
Embarqués à bord de la navette Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong et son co-équipier Buzz Aldrin avaient
marché sur la Lune le 20 juillet 1969 (02 h 56 en heure GMT le 21 juillet), sous le regard admiratif de
500 millions de téléspectateurs. Le troisième membre de l’équipage, Michael Collins, était demeuré
dans le module de commande resté en orbite autour de la Lune.
Armstrong, f uyant micros et caméras, vivait depuis des dizaines d’années dans une ferme reculée
de l’Ohio (nord), où il était né le 5 août 1930, à Wapakoneta.
Le jeune Armstrong est fasciné dès son enfance par les avions. Il prend des cours de pilotage à 15
ans et obtient son brevet de pilote un an après, avant même son permis de conduire.

Plus tard, il devient pilote de l’aéronavale et effectue 78 missions pendant la guerre de Corée (1950-
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1953). Armstrong étudie aussi l’ingénierie aéronautique à l’université de Purdue (Indiana, nord). En
1955, il devient pilote d’essai et vole sur 50 différents types d’avion. Sept ans après, il est sélectionné
par la NASA pour devenir astronaute. Neil Armstrong, le 21 juin 1969, dans le vaisseau spatial après
avoir marché deux heures et demie sur la surface lunaire.
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Québec légifère pour imposer le
nettoyage des tours
— Le gouvernement du Québec a annoncé qu’un règlement obligera dès l’automne les propriétaires
à entretenir les tours de refroidissement de leurs édifices.
Un règlement touchant l’entretien des façades de béton et des stationnements sera ainsi amendé
pour y inclure un volet sur les tours d’eau qui servent à rafraîchir l’air ambiant des édifices, ont fait
savoir hier le ministre de la Santé et des Services sociaux, Yves Bolduc, et la ministre responsable de la
Régie du bâtiment, Lise Thériault.
« Dorénavant, les propriétaires, à partir du moment où le règlement sera en application, ce qui veut
dire dès l’automne 2012, vont devoir faire un entretien obligatoire avant le démarrage de l’appareil. Et
on va retrouver des choses comme l’entretien préventif quatre à cinq fois par mois, lorsqu’on est en
période d’utilisation intensive », a précisé la ministre Thériault.
« Il y aura un programme d’entretien qui pourra être fait par une entreprise spécialisée ou, encore,
le personnel qui est responsable de l’entretien pourra être formé. Il y aura également des traitements
d’eau obligatoire et des analyses en laboratoire, la vérification de l’emplacement du système, la
vérification des éliminateurs de gouttelettes et des plans d’intervention en cas de présence de bactéries
», a-t-elle ajouté.
Un registre devra aussi être établi pour certifier que les propriétaires ont respecté les normes
d’entretien prescrites.
La ministre a noté que la Régie du bâtiment a déjà tous les pouvoirs entre les mains pour imposer
des scellés, si nécessaire, ordonner une évacuation, voire une fermeture d’édifice. Et, selon elle, la
Régie a déjà suffisamment d’inspecteurs à son emploi pour suffire à la tâche. En cas de manquement,
les amendes pourraient atteindre 25 000 $ pour un particulier et 75 000 $ pour une entreprise, a
précisé la ministre Thériault.
Labeaume indigné
L’ a nnonce e s t s urvenue deux heures et demie après que le maire de Québec, Régis Labeaume,
eut formulé une demande en ce sens, confronté qu’il est à une éclosion de légionellose dans certains
quartiers de sa ville.
Depuis le début de l’éclosion, le 17 juillet, les autorités ont enregistré 65 cas de légionellose, dont
six décès. La bactérie légionelle peut se multiplier dans l’eau stagnante de ces systèmes de
refroidissement des édifices lorsqu’ils ne sont pas bien entretenus. Elle se retrouve ensuite dans des
gouttelettes en suspension dans l’air.
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The same in name
only
The world of Montessori schools is a fragmented one, CHRIS COBB reports.
The financial collapse in late July of the Canadian Montessori Academy in Nepean is shining a rare
spotlight on the Montessori system — a burgeoning business of private schools that are dependent on
the integrity of their owners and managers to deliver the education for which students’ parents pay
huge fees.

OTTAWA CITIZEN/JULIE OLIVER

The Canadian Montessori Academy off Merivale Road in Nepean was put into receivership on
July 23.
With parents registering for a new school year, the timing of the Academy scandal could not have
been worse for the 26 Montessori schools across the Ottawa region and 500 similarly named day cares
and elementary schools across Ontario.
“It is damaging because people lump the schools together,” said Katherine Poyntz, executive
director of the Canadian Council of Montessori Administrators (CCMA).
“When one school makes bad decisions, and appears to be unethical, then all Montessori gets
questioned.”
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School: ‘Ask questions,’ founder’s
grandson says
‘The fact that one nonaccredited school was closed and placed in receivership, should not reflect on all the other
quality Montessori schools.’
KATHERINE POYNTZ executive director, Canadian Council of Montessori Administrators

There is no governing body to regulate how Montessori schools operate, although like all schools
and day cares in Ontario — private and public — they are subject to standard provincial health and
safety requirements.
Because Montessori schools are not franchises and the name Montessori is not protected by
copyright, any provincially approved school can call itself Montessori, whether it abides by Montessori
principles or not.
The story of the Canadian Montessori Academy (CMA) collapse travelled across Canada, sent shock
waves through the Montessori system and even brought an unsolicited lament about “rogue schools”
from Phillip Montessori, the Mainebased great-grandson of Italian educator Maria Montessori, who
founded the method that places emphasis on self-motivation and freedom of students to explore with a
teacher’s guidance, as opposed to being directed.
Maria Montessori began using the method in 1907 and a decade later founded the Association
Montessori Internationale (AMI), which remains headquartered in Amsterdam.
Educational qualities aside, the international Montessori family has not been a big happy one. In a
statement after the Ottawa school’s collapse, Phillip accused both AMI and its one-time Johnny-comelately rival, the American Montessori Society (AMS), of forsaking his great grandmother’s ideals.
“They became more elitist by raising tuition costs at many of the schools and idly stood by while
rogue schools profited off the Montessori name and method,” he said. “Most of them (were) not
teaching the method properly, if they were teaching it at all. Not to mention the fact that they left out
one of the driving forces behind Maria’s mission and motivation — the one of teaching special needs
and impoverished children. ” The situation in Ottowa (sic) is a prime example of their neglect!”
Phillip appears to have little regard for AMS, founded in 1960 by American teacher Nancy McCormick
Rambusch. Her modifying of the original Montessori system for the United States market irritated the
Montessori family.
“You might say they pirated the AMI and formed their own organization the same way the rogue
schools of today are doing,” he said. “The Montessori family and the AMI have always considered them
to be a bogus operation.”
The AMS website is more conciliatory: “The two organizations have since reconciled their
differences, and now enjoy a collegial relationship of mutual support and respect.”
CCMA’s Poyntz, whose accrediting organization lists 70 of Ontario’s 500 Montessori schools as
members and is effectively Canada’s only Montessori accrediting body, says the lack of one overarching
governing body is a problem.
Three of the 26 Ottawa area Montessoris belong to CCMA.
“There is no overall control of what schools labelled Montessori offer or how they are governed
because the word ‘Montessori’ is considered to be in the public domain,” she said. “The fact that one
non-accredited school was closed and placed in receivership, should not reflect on all the other quality
Montessori schools.”
But the demise of the Canadian Montessori Academy, and the $400,000 blow to its families, seems
to be doing little to dampen enthusiasm for Montessori schools, Poyntz added.
“It’s growing,” she said. “We probably get a call every two days from someone who wants to open a
Montessori school in Canada. Why? Because the research shows it is a really effective form of
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education.”
Before enrolling children, Poyntz and Phillip Montessori urge parents to ask questions about the
qualifications of teachers.
“Make sure that the school and the teachers are both Montessori certified,” he said.
“And ask questions to make sure the school is financially sound,” Poyntz said.
Jackie Properzi, a member of a small parents’ group that helped expose the Ottawa academy’s
rocky financial situation, said some families have given up on Montessori and those who haven’t have
made no secret of their mistrust during interviews at other schools.
“Many have spent more than an hour questioning and observing new operations to ensure their
child is safe and rules are being followed,” said Properzi, who lost $13,000 to the Academy.
Pat Gere, director of the not-for-profit Ottawa Montessori School, confirms that.
“It’s certainly raised awareness about Montessori schools,” she said the Academy’s collapse.
“Parents are tending to ask more questions about the business aspects of the school than they have
previously.”
Parents from the Academy have inquired about placing their children with her school, Gere added.
“Obviously they are upset at what’s happened,” she said, “and they are asking lots of questions
about our business but most are committed to a Montessori style of education. It’s hard for us to assess
the impact because we don’t know how many parents who have read this news have decided not to
come to us.”
Business structures vary among Montessori schools, with not-for-profits with charitable status being
the minority. Most are either privately or corporately owned.
Gere says her school’s 300-student enrolment is much the same as last year, but admits the
similarity in name — Ottawa Montessori School, as opposed to the now defunct Canadian Montessori
Academy — has confused people. “People tend to think the school is in some way associated with us, so
that can be a challenge.”
Dijana Bate, president of the 17-year-old Glebe Montessori School, was one of several Montessori
leaders offering parents from the Canadian Montessori Academy a tuition credit for the money they
have lost.
“Our priority is to facilitate the opportunity for children of CMA to continue their Montessori
education,” she said. “Despite the unfortunate circumstances the parents’ commitment to Montessori is
impressive and that’s why I feel Montessori schools in the community should help as best they can. It
also helps to maintain the reputation and integrity of Montessori.”
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.

Previous Story

Next Story

http://digital.ottawacitizen.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=2c3f2086-858c-40bb-8f...

2012-08-27

Ottawa Citizen Digital - Ottawa Citizen - 25 Aug 2012 - No bus discounts for students ov... Page 1 of 2

Previous Story
Article rank

Next Story
25 Aug 2012

Ottawa Citizen

NECO COCKBURN ncockburn@ ottawacitizen.com
Twitter.com/necocockburn

No bus discounts for students over
19
Expanding U-pass program a better idea, transit commission says
Transit commissioners soundly rejected on Friday a proposal to give discounted passes to fulltime
students of any age, not just those under 19.
Councillor Rainer Bloess suggested older college and adult high school students shouldn’t be forced
to buy adult passes instead of cheaper student ones and called on fellow commission members to “treat
these students fairly, treat them equitably and give them the proper fare structure.” However, others
argued that pushing colleges to adopt the U-Pass was a better way to go.
At Carleton University and the University of Ottawa, students have voted to pay $180 per semester
for OC Transpo passes that all students receive.
Algonquin College and La Cité Collégiale aren’t part of the U-Pass program, and, until the end of the
past school year, their students were able to buy $250-a-semester passes if they wanted them.
In a vote on April 25, city council voted to stop those passes. For September, the city’s transitriding college students are eligible for the same $76.75-permonth passes as highschool students if
they’re under 19, but otherwise they must buy adult passes for $96.25 a month.
Bloess said councillors were led to believe years ago that an age cap had to be placed on student
passes when the city adopted the Presto fare card system. That turned out not to be the case, he said,
after commissioners were told by a Presto-related official earlier in the meeting that it was up to the
commission to decide its fare policies (though it’s simpler to use cards in other cities if fare categories
line up.)
That was new information, argued Bloess, who said he had “voted for certain age bans on a certain
premise” in 2006. He also cited a letter from Mayor Jim Watson to student representatives that referred
to the city’s age categories aligning with other transit agencies that use Presto.
Councillor Diane Deans, the commission’s chair, allowed the proposal to be discussed, though she
disagreed with Bloess.
“I don’t believe fundamentally that the reason this commission and council made the decision to
have the age cap was driven just by Presto,” Deans said.
“The whole fare table was really a package, an integrated model where we’re trying to be fair to
everyone, but we’re also trying to eliminate the discounts on the discounts so that we can have a
financially sustainable system moving forward.”
City officials said a “rough sketch” estimate pegged the cost of additional student passes being
proposed at $1.3 million to $1.5 million a year. Eager to get changes in place for September, Bloess
suggested money be taken from transit reserves to cover about $400,000 for the rest of this year,
before dealing with the issue for the 2013 budget.
Transit services general manager John Manconi advised against the change, saying the U-Pass was
a better option.
“If you want to maintain the financial sustainability of your commission and your operations and not
get into significant fare increases, we should be working diligently with the community to look at
expanding the U-Pass,” he told commissioners.
Manconi and Deans were to meet with the head of the Algonquin College student association on
Friday afternoon, though it’s too late to get a U-Pass program in place for the coming school year. La
Cité Collégiale representatives have also been involved in discussions, Deans said.
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