
Sujets : école Franco-Ouest Chantal Dumont , Haïti  

Bruny Surin passe le témoin à l'école Franco-Ouest

Sébastien Pierroz
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Longtemps habitué à l'asphalte des pistes 
d'athlétisme, c'est sur les bancs de l'école que 
le champion Bruny Surin était de retour 
aujourd'hui. L'ancien athlète, notamment 
médaillé d'or aux Olympiques d'Atlanta en 
1996, était invité à l'école France-Ouest histoire 
de distiller aux jeunes de précieux conseils.

Les gestes calmes, le ton du grand frère, Surin a véritablement livré aux 150 élèves de 10e année, puis de 11e 
année lors d'une seconde conférence, un discours de motivation: «Vous avez des rêves? Eh bien, vivez-les 
jusqu'au bout. Beaucoup de personnes vont diront que c'est impossible, mais n'abandonnez jamais.»  

Le natif d'Haïti est longtemps revenu sur ses débuts dans le monde de l'athlétisme. Avec les galères comme le 
manque d'argent, le peu de reconnaissance d'organisateurs de compétitions, les portes qui se fermaient 
souvent. «J'ai toujours fait rire tout le monde lorsque j'affirmais vouloir courir plus vite que Carl Lewis. J'ai 
finalement réalisé mon rêve à 31 ans en 1999 en courant le 100m en 9 sec 84 (ndlr, le record personnel de 
Lewis sur la même distance était de 9 sec 86)»  

Silencieux, observateurs, mais surtout admirateurs, les élèves n'ont pas boudé leur plaisir: «Je ne savais pas 
qu'il avait eu une histoire si compliquée», lâche Shelly, élève de 11e année. Pour Nicolas (10e année), «Bruny 
Surin est une véritable source d'inspiration, de motivation et de progression.»  

La directrice adjointe de l'école Franco-Ouest Chantal Dumont reconnaissait que la conférence demeure avant 
tout une expérience pour les élèves: «Nous voulons vraiment leur dire de ne rien lâcher. Que tout est possible et 
cela bien au-delà du sport.» 
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Risk of freezing rain, school buses cancelled outside 
Ottawa 
 

OTTAWA SUN 

FIRST POSTED: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2013 07:25 AM EST | UPDATED: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2013 07:29 AM EST  

 

It's going to be a messy day across Eastern Ontario as temperatures hover around the freezing point. 

Precipitation is moving into the region and is likely to start in the Ottawa area as ice pellets or snow this morning. As the 

temperature begins to rise toward a high of 1C this afternoon, that will change to freezing rain -- which could continue for 

several hours. 

The freezing rain has caused most school boards outside Ottawa to cancel school buses on Monday. Here's a rundown of 

the boards in this region: 

 Ottawa school buses running for all public and Catholic boards.  

 In Renfrew County buses are cancelled, except for Whitney schools  

 The French and English Catholic boards of Eastern Ontario have cancelled buses.  

 All buses are cancelled in Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, and Prescott-Russell  

 All STEO buses are cancelled for the Upper Canada District School Board  

For many of the boards outside Ottawa, this will be the second straight school day buses have been cancelled. A major 

snow storm led most boards to cancel buses on Friday. 

Tonight most of the precipitation will move out, leaving a few flurries as the temperature drops to -7C. Tuesday we're 

expecting a few flurries, while Wednesday is expected to be sunny. 

Highs this week will hover around the freezing point -- possibly climbing a few degrees higher -- until the weekend when it 

is forecast to get a bit colder. 

  

 

 

(File photo) 

D&A Macleod 
Financial Stress? Need 
Help? 

macleod.ca 
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School board head warns of student 
loss  
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Article rank 11 Feb 2013 Ottawa Citizen MATTHEW PEARSON 

OCDSB education chief warns parents may move children over extracurriculars 
battle 

Extracurriculars battle could hurt enrolment, The head of Ottawa’s public school board is warning 
teachers that the ongoing withdrawal of extracurricular activities could drive students to other boards.  

In a letter sent to teachers last week, Ottawa-Carleton District School Board director of education 
Jennifer Adams says it’s time for the two sides to set aside their differences and move forward together 
as parents begin to decide where to place their children in the school year beginning in the fall.  

But a union official says the letter is more likely to make the situation worse than improve relations. 
In her letter, Adams comes clean about how challenging the past few months have been as labour 

unrest has plagued the public school system.  
After recalling MPPs two weeks early last fall, the Ontario government passed legislation that gave it 

the power to impose contracts on thousands of teachers and education workers if negotiated 
agreements couldn’t be reached by Dec. 31.  

That prompted teachers’ unions to advise members to pull back from voluntary duties, which is 
what many have continued to do since the government imposed contracts in early January.  

In the letter, Adams reiterates that the strike is over now and says any outstanding issues should 
either be addressed through the courts or at the ballot box.  

“It is time for us to move forward,” she writes. “Parents are now deciding where they will send their 
children to school in 2013/2014. Parents are currently filling in kindergarten registration forms and, 
before long, option sheets for high school.  

“Parents are looking to connect with the teachers who will be working directly with their children. 
They will have many questions, particularly this year, about the range of programs and services 
available in OCDSB schools.”  

Though she may not have said it explicitly, Adams appears to be suggesting some parents or 
students may be looking favourably at Catholic or French school boards where extracurriculars have 
remained in place.  

The vice-president of the Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation called Adams’ letter a 
“veiled threat” and said it makes the OCDSB part of the problem, not the solution.  

“It inflames a possibly improving situation,” said Harvey Bischof. He hasn’t seen any proof in Ottawa 
or elsewhere in the province to suggest an exodus of students away from public high schools is afoot, 
but he admitted it is a valid concern among some members, especially newer teachers with less 
seniority.  

“When enrolment drops, jobs drop as well,” he said. School boards are funded on a per-pupil basis, 
so when enrolment declines so does the money from the government.  

The OCDSB director also calls for “clarity with respect to what teachers will be doing in our schools.” 
Adams says in the letter the board expects teachers to resume responsibilities that were in place 

prior to the strike that sometimes fall outside the time when students are in the classroom, such as the 
preparation of lessons, evaluation and reporting of student achievement, participation in meetings 
about students, and meetings or communication with parents.  

Adams also writes that teachers have been “incredibly generous” to volunteer for extracurricular 
activities in the past and says the OCDSB will support “the rights of each individual teacher to 
determine his or her involvement in these activities.”  

The director later sent a similar letter to OCDSB administration and support staff.  
Meanwhile, the union that represents thousands of elementary school teachers in Ottawa sent its 

own letter to members, chiding Adams for suggesting to teachers that anything beyond teaching, 
assessing and evaluating students is part of their job.  
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“The additional activities which you voluntarily agreed to or may have agreed to in the past, such as 
information nights, lunch hour clubs, field trips, before and after school activities, etc. are not 
responsibilities. They are voluntary activities,” said the Ottawa-Carleton Elementary Teachers’ 
Federation letter.  

It was also critical of what Adams called the “shared vision” needed to foster positive working 
relationships. “A ‘shared vision’ means that the hopes, goals and priorities of both sides are taken into 
account … that’s what makes it ‘shared’,” the union’s letter says. “Your Director has stated her vision, 
which most certainly is not a shared one.”  

All of this comes amid news that former Guelph school board trustee Liz Sandals will likely become 
the province’s new education minister when premier-designate Kathleen Wynne unveils her cabinet on 
Monday.  

Toronto MPP Laurel Broten has held the position since October 2011, but her role in the protracted 
labour dispute may mean she needs to be replaced if the province is to repair its relationship with 
teachers’ unions, something Wynne has clearly signalled is her intention.  

Bischof said the OSSTF’s bargaining unit presidents voted last week to support a motion to re-
engage in discussions with the province. The talks, which could begin as early as this week, would occur 
with an understanding that the contracts imposed would not be ripped up, Bischof said. But any 
movement forward on outstanding issues, such as extracurricular activities and the return of collective 
bargaining rights to union members, would be stymied if Broten keeps her job, he said.  

“I’d be shocked if she were left in place,” Bischof said. “It would be the entirely wrong signal.”  
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Naqvi, Chiarelli 
land cabinet 
jobs  
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Article rank 11 Feb 2013 Ottawa Citizen KEITH LESLIE AND ZEV SINGER THE CANADIAN PRESS 
AND OTTAWA CITIZEN 

1 
Incoming premier 
Wynne names Ottawa-area MPPS to her first cabinet 

TORONTO • Incoming Premier Kathleen Wynne will give the daunting job of managing Ontario’s 
deficit-heavy finances to banker and former leadership rival Charles Sousa as she shapes a new cabinet 
Monday.  

Incoming Ontario premier Kathleen Wynne called ministers Sunday to inform them of their 
new jobs. 

The afternoon swearing-in will also see Ottawa Centre MPP Yasir Naqvi elevated to cabinet for the 

NATHAN DENETTE/CANADIAN PRESS 

Page 1 of 3Ottawa Citizen ePaper - Ottawa Citizen - 11 Feb 2013 - Naqvi, Chiarelli land cabinet jobs

2013-02-11http://digital.ottawacitizen.com/epaper/showarticle.aspx?article=5ff3da5b-a34b-4dc6-aca...



first time, as Minister of Labour, while Ottawa West-Nepean MPP Bob Chiarelli also takes a step up 
as he moves from infrastructure to the important, troublespot portfolio of energy.  

Details of the new cabinet, obtained by various media outlets Sunday, show that Sousa, who helped 
hand Wynne the leadership victory at the convention last month, will take over finance from Dwight 
Duncan, who will officially resign his Windsor seat on Thursday.  

Nelson Wiseman, a political scientist at the University of Toronto, expected Sousa would become 
finance minister after he dropped out following the leadership convention’s second ballot to support 
Wynne. “Sousa shrewdly sort of positioned himself for that (portfolio), and he really raised his profile in 
this leadership race,” Wiseman said. Former school board trustee Liz Sandals will become Ontario’s 
education minister, charged with trying to rebuild the Liberals’ relations with teachers who are angry 
over having contracts imposed on them.  

Sandals, who served as president of the Ontario School Boards Association before being first elected 
in Guelph in 2003, will take over as education minister from Laurel Broten, who had become a focal 
point of teachers’ frustration with the government.  

Broten is expected to remain in cabinet.  
Insiders said Chiarelli, a former Ottawa mayor, will replace Chris Bentley — he is to officially resign 

his London seat on Thursday — and immediately be on the political hot seat when the legislature 
resumes next week. The opposition parties are expected to resume their demands for new hearings into 
the Liberals’ decisions to cancel gas plants in Oakville and Mississauga at a cost of at least $230 million. 

Chiarelli’s chance to play point man for the party on such a key file is one signal of peacemaking by 
Wynne. Chiarelli was a strong backer of Wynne’s toughest leadership rival, Sandra Pupatello.  

Naqvi’s elevation is not a big surprise. The second-term MPP, who briefly considered a run at the 
leadership himself, is president of the Ontario Liberal Party. The 40-year-old MPP has a compelling 
personal narrative as an immigrant whose family left Pakistan because of political persecution and is 
considered a bright young light for the party.  

Former Winnipeg mayor Glen Murray, who dropped out of the Liberal leadership race just before the 
convention to support Wynne, will become minister of transportation and infrastructure.  

Several insiders told The Canadian Press that Deb Matthews, who co-chaired Wynne’s leadership 
bid, will stay on as health minister and could also become deputy premier.  

“The fact that she threw her support behind Wynne and had the prominent role she had in that 
certainly reinforced their bonding,” said Wiseman. “In fact I can see Wynne asking Matthews: ‘ What do 
you want to do?’”  

Wynne, who started calling ministers Sunday afternoon to inform them of their new jobs, had to 
balance everything from political egos to geographical concerns as she built the new cabinet.  

Analysts say she had to take care of her leadership rivals for the sake of party unity, but fortunately 
for Wynne her two closest competitors — Sandra Pupatello and Gerard Kennedy — don’t have seats in 
the legislature and don’t have to be given plum posts.  

Cabinet speculation started circulating the minute Wynne was crowned as Dalton McGuinty’s 
replacement at the leadership convention Jan. 26, especially on which loyal backbenchers could finally 
get promoted to the Liberal front rows, such as Sandals and Sudbury’s David Orazietti.  

The premier-designate has promised to also find cabinet positions for leadership rivals Eric Hoskins 
and Harinder Takhar, even though Takhar supported Pupatello after dropping out of the leadership 
race.  

Wynne already announced that in addition to being premier, she will also be sworn-in as agriculture 
minister to raise the Liberals’ profile in rural ridings, where they were virtually wiped out in the 2011 
election that reduced them to a minority government.  

Wiseman called the agriculture decision a “peculiar” move that would be unlikely to convince any 
rural ridings to vote Liberal in the next election.  

The Conservatives said if Wynne wants to send the right signal that she’s ready to reduce the size 
and cost of government she will bring in a cabinet of 16 ministers, far fewer than the 22 McGuinty had 
before the leadership race.  

“I think that would be a good start, something that we suggested long ago,” said Conservative critic 
Monte McNaughton.  

However, some observers expect Wynne may actually increase the size of cabinet Monday as she 
rewards those who supported her and promotes backbenchers who can help put a new face on the 
governing party’s front benches.  

Monday’s cabinet announcement will also reveal whether Ottawa-Vanier MPP Madeleine Meulleir, 
currently Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services, will stay in cabinet. Like much of the 
Ottawa Liberal caucus, Meilleur backed Pupatello in the leadership race.  
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The New Democrats said they were taking a wait-and-see approach to the new cabinet, but 
expected to see a lot of familiar faces.  

“Many of the people that are probably going to be in cabinet are going to be some of the same 
people that have been there before,” said NDP Leader Andrea Horwath.  
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9 février 2013 Le Droit Justine Mercier, Ledroit 

Une entente est intervenue, hier, entre la direction de l’Université du Québec en Outaouais (UQO) et 
le syndicat des professeurs au sujet de l’affichage des postes disponibles dans les différents 
départements.  

Dans un geste qualifié d'« inusité » par la direction, le syndicat des professeurs (SPUQO) avait lui-
même affiché des offres d’emploi, plus tôt cette semaine, notamment sur son site Internet et par le 
biais d’une publicité dans les pages du Droit.  

Après avoir pu discuter avec les représentants du SPUQO, la direction de l’université s’est engagée à 
afficher, sur le site Internet de l’établissement, les 13 postes pour lesquels les descriptions étaient déjà 
prêtes. Le syndicat, pour sa part, a retiré les offres d’emploi de son site Internet, et les a remplacées 
par un lien vers le site de l’UQO.  

D’autres postes de professeurs devraient également être affichés prochainement.  
Le SPUQO avait décidé de procéder lui-même avec l’affichage, estimant que la direction de l’UQO 

tardait à le faire et que cela nuisait au processus d’embauche dans un délai raisonnable. La direction de 
l’UQO avait au départ voulu « moduler » les embauches, dans l’espoir de générer des économies en 
raison des compressions budgétaires imposées par le gouvernement du Québec.  
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9 février 2013 Le Droit Patrick Duquette, Ledroit 

Alors que Gatineau réfléchit à l’emplacement de sa future bibliothèque centrale, une nouvelle 
proposition alimente les discussions : la possibilité de construire le nouvel édifice sur le site du CLSC de 
Hull et du petit terrain de baseball SainteBernadette situé juste à côté.  

Jusqu’ici, ce scénario ne semble guère soulever d’enthousiasme. « Quel désastre ce serait de mettre 
une structure emblématique comme la future bibliothèque centrale dans un cul-de-sac pareil », 
s’emporte Marie-Jeanne Musiol des Amis de la bibliothèque de Gatineau qui a eu l’occasion d’en discuter 
lors de quelques rencontres.  

Comme Mme Musiol, le conseiller Stefan Psenak a entendu parler de cette proposition qui circule 
depuis quelque temps, sans que personne ne soit vraiment en mesure de dire d’où elle provient. Lui 
non plus n’est pas très enthousiasmé par ce site un peu excentré par rapport à la rue Montcalm que la 
Ville veut établir comme son axe culturel.  

« J’ai entendu les rumeurs, mais je n’ai jamais reçu de proposition formelle à cet égard. À ma 
connaissance, ce n’est pas dans les scénarios envisagés par la Ville. Et même si ce n’est pas très loin de 
la rue Montcalm, ce n’est pas ainsi que je conçois notre axe culturel », dit-il.  

Le CLSC est situé sur la rue Wright, juste en face des terrains où le groupe Heafey veut construire 
un complexe commercial et résidentiel de 300 millions. L’avantage du site, c’est qu’il serait situé à 
quelques pas des résidences d’artistes que le promoteur veut inclure à son projet. La proximité de la 
bibliothèque avec le complexe permettrait aussi de générer de l’achalandage dans les commerces que 
Heafey veut intégrer à son projet.  

Mais pour Marie- Jeanne Musiol, cet emplacement serait totalement inacceptable.  
« La culture doit être visible, elle doit être sur l a place publique et ce serait désolant de la mettre 

dans un tel recoin. On n’a pas caché l’aréna Guertin au fin fond d’un cul-de-sac ! »  
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11 février 2013 Le Droit MONTRÉAL La Presse Canadienne 

– À quelques jours de la tenue du Sommet sur l’enseignement supérieur, la FEUQ a réitéré sa 
position « très ferme » en faveur du gel des droits de scolarité.  

Les associations membres de la Fédération étudiante universitaire du Québec (FEUQ) étaient 
réunies en congrès cette fin de semaine à Montréal pour préparer le Sommet qui se tiendra les 25 et 26 
février.  

Même avant la déclaration de la première ministre Pauline Marois au conseil national du PQ voulant 
que le gel et l’indexation au coût de la vie s’égalaient, la présidente de la FEUQ, Martine Desjardins, ne 
se montrait pas très ouverte à l’idée d’une augmentation équivalente à l’inflation.  

En entrevue à La Presse Canadienne, Mme Desjardins a maintenu que le gel demeure la solution la 
plus pragmatique.  

D’ici le sommet auquel elle n’a pas renoncé, Mme Desjardins entend « continuer de rencontrer les 
différents acteurs pour mettre de la pression sur le Parti québécois » afin d’arriver à un gel.  

Questionnée sur les relations de la FEUQ avec l’ASSÉ, l’aile la plus radicale du mouvement étudiant, 
Mme Desjardins a tenu à prendre ses distances.  

« Notre congrès ne s’est pas positionné en faveur d’un boycott ou pour lancer des ultimatums, a-t-
elle lancé cinglante. L’année dernière, c’était très simple de faire des actions concertées parce qu’on 
avait un objectif conjoint contre la hausse. Cette année, définitivement, les objectifs ne sont pas les 
mêmes et sont mêmes contradictoires dans certains cas. »  

La FEUQ n’entrevoit pas de grève dans l’immédiat pour mettre de la pression sur le Parti québécois. 
« Il y a plein d’autres moyens qui peuvent être utilisés pour s’assurer d’avoir gain de cause », a conclu 
Mme Desjardins.  

De son côté, l’ASSÉ a annoncé, sur son site Internet, qu’elle rencontrera Mme Marois et le ministre 
de l’Enseignement supérieur, Pierre Duchesne, pour discuter de la question de la gratuité scolaire.  

Le regroupement demande que le débat se fasse pendant le sommet et non derrière les portes 
closes d’un congrès d’un parti politique. Il a dénoncé ce qu’il qualifie d’improvisation. « Cela illustre un 
manque de sérieux et de respect envers les centaines de milliers de personnes qui se sont soulevées au 
printemps dernier pour demander une autre vision de l’éducation », a déclaré le porte-parole de l’ASSÉ 
Jérémie Bédard-Wien.  
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Pope Benedict to resign
 

PHILIP PULLELLA, REUTERS 

FIRST POSTED: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2013 05:59 AM EST | UPDATED: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2013 09:09 AM EST  

 

VATICAN CITY - Pope Benedict shocked the world on Monday by saying he no longer had the mental and physical 

strength to cope with his ministry, in an announcement that left his aides “incredulous” and will make him the first pontiff 

to step down since the Middle Ages. 

The German-born Pope, 85, admired as a hero by conservative Roman Catholics and viewed with suspicion by liberals, 

told cardinals in Latin that his strength had deteriorated recently. He will step down on Feb. 28 and the Vatican expects a 

new Pope to be chosen by the end of March. 

Vatican spokesman Father Federico Lombardi said the Pope had not decided to resign because of “difficulties in the 

papacy“ and the move had been a surprise, indicating that even his inner circle was unaware that he was about to quit. 

The Pope does not fear schism in the Church after his resignation, the spokesman said. 

The Pope’s leadership of 1.2 billion Catholics has been beset by child sexual abuse crises that tarnished the Church, one 

address in which he upset Muslims and a scandal over the leaking of his private papers by his personal butler. 

The pope told the cardinals that in order to govern “...both strength of mind and body are necessary, strength which in the 

last few months, has deteriorated in me to the extent that I have had to recognize my incapacity to adequately fulfil the 

ministry entrusted to me. 

“For this reason, and well aware of the seriousness of this act, with full freedom I declare that I renounce the ministry of 

Bishop of Rome, Successor of Saint Peter.“ 

He also referred to “today’s world, subject to so many rapid changes and shaken by questions of deep relevance for the life 

of faith.“ 

Pope Benedict IMAGE: 1 OF 14

Pope Benedict XVI (L) shakes hands with German Saarland Minister-

President Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer during an audience at the 

Vatican February 7, 2013. REUTERS/Osservatore Romano 
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The last Pope to resign willingly was Celestine V in 1294 after reigning for only five months, his resignation was known as 

“the great refusal“ and was condemned by the poet Dante in the “Divine Comedy“. Gregory XII reluctantly abdicated in 

1415 to end a dispute with a rival claimant to the papacy. 

'NO OUTSIDE PRESSURE,' JUST ADVANCING AGE 

Before he was elected Pope, the former Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was known by such critical epithets as “God’s 

rottweiler“ because of his stern stand on theological issues. 

But after several years into his new job Benedict showed that he not only did not bite but barely even barked. 

In recent months, the pope has looked increasingly frail in public, sometimes being helped to walk by those around him. 

Lombardi ruled out depression or uncertainty as being behind the resignation, saying the move was not due to any specific 

illness, just advancing age. 

The Pope had shown “great courage, determination“ aware of the “great problems the church faces today“, he said, adding 

the timing may have reflected the Pope’s desire to avoid the exhausting rush of Easter engagements. 

There was no outside pressure and Benedict took his “personal decision“ in the last few months, he added. 

Israel’s Chief Rabbi praised Benedict’s inter-faith outreach and wished him good health. The Archbishop of Canterbury, 

head of the Anglican Church, said he had learned of the Pope’s decision with a heavy heart but complete understanding. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel said the Pope’s decision must be respected if he feels he is too weak to carry out his 

duties. British Prime Minister David Cameron said: “He will be missed as a spiritual leader to millions.“ 

The pontiff would step down from 1900 GMT on Feb. 28, leaving the office vacant until a successor was chosen to 

Benedict who succeeded John Paul, one of history’s most popular pontiffs, the spokesman said. 

Elected to the papacy on April 19, 2005 when he was 78 - 20 years older than John Paul was when he was elected - 

Benedict ruled over a slower-paced, more cerebral and less impulsive Vatican. 

MEEK DEMEANOUR, STEELY INTELLECT 

But while conservatives cheered him for trying to reaffirm traditional Catholic identity, his critics accused him of turning 

back the clock on reforms by nearly half a century and hurting dialogue with Muslims, Jews and other Christians. 

Under the German’s meek demeanour lay a steely intellect ready to dissect theological works for their dogmatic purity and 

debate fiercely against dissenters. 

After appearing uncomfortable in the limelight at the start, he began feeling at home with his new job and showed that he 

intended to be Pope in his way. 

Despite great reverence for his charismatic, globe-trotting predecessor — whom he put on the fast track to sainthood and 

whom he beatified in 2011 — aides said he was determined not to change his quiet manner to imitate John Paul’s style. 

A quiet, professorial type who relaxed by playing the piano, he managed to show the world the gentle side of the man who 

was the Vatican’s chief doctrinal enforcer for nearly a quarter of a century. 

The first German pope for some 1,000 years and the second non-Italian in a row, he travelled regularly, making about four 

foreign trips a year, but never managed to draw the oceanic crowds of his predecessor. 

The child abuse scandals hounded most of his papacy. He ordered an official inquiry into abuse in Ireland, which led to 

the resignation of several bishops. 

STRING OF SCANDALS 

Scandal from a source much closer to home hit in 2012 when the pontiff’s butler, responsible for dressing him and 

bringing him meals, was found to be the source of leaked documents alleging corruption in the Vatican’s business 

dealings, causing an international furore. 

He confronted his own country’s past when he visited the Nazi death camp at Auschwitz. 
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How would you rate Pope Benedict's 
performance? 

Calling himself “a son of Germany“, he prayed and asked why God was silent when 1.5 million victims, most of them Jews, 

died there during World War Two. 

Ratzinger served in the Hitler Youth during World War Two when membership was compulsory. He was never a member 

of the Nazi party and his family opposed Adolf Hitler’s regime. 

But his trip to Germany also prompted the first major crisis of his pontificate. In a university lecture he quoted a 14th 

century Byzantine emperor as saying Islam had only brought evil to the world and that it was spread by the sword. 

After protests that included attacks on churches in the Middle East and the killing of a nun in Somalia, the Pope later said 

he regretted any misunderstanding the speech caused. 

In a move that was widely seen as conciliatory, in late 2006 he made a historic trip to predominantly Muslim Turkey and 

prayed in Istanbul’s Blue Mosque with a Turkish Mufti. 

But months later, former Iranian President Mohammad Khatami met the Pope and said wounds between Christians and 

Muslims were still “very deep“ as a result of the Regensburg speech. 

Click here for the full text of his resignation. 
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