














Ottawa-Carleton District School Board approves $7.5M 
expansion for Mutchmor public school 
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The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board unanimously approved Tuesday a much-needed expansion to Mutchmor 

Public School. 

The addition will consist of nine new classrooms, a new main office, library on the second floor and upgraded computer 

room, for a total cost of $7.5 million. 

The addition will largely be paid for with $4.5 million in education ministry funding, $400,000 less than the board 

requested. 

Staff are considering investing $750,000 from the capital reserves to meet the needs of the project, although the ministry 

would have to sign off on that. 

Students will remain at the school during construction, which will start late this summer and continue through the spring. 

The office, library and computer lab are expected to be completed by the summer of 2014. 

Issues about a lack of parking and a need for a new playground have clogged down discussions, and have been separated 

from the main plan. 

Meetings are taking place to see if more parking spots for parents and staff are needed. 

mike.aubry@sunmedia.ca 

Twitter: @ottawasunmaubry 
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A class sits empty at Mutchmor Public School in Ottawa, Ont. Monday Jan 14. Tony Caldwell/Ottawa Sun/QMI Agency 
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Sujets : Association de la Diaspora africaine du Canada , Afrique , Assemblée de la francophonie , Ottawa , Ontario , Avenue MacArthur  

Un projet «Maison Afrique» à Ottawa

Publié le 16 Avril 2013  
Sébastien Pierroz  

Les immigrants afro-caribéens de la région de 
la capitale pourraient bénéficier prochainement 
d'un centre d'accueil. Les premières ébauches 
du projet «Maison Afrique» sont présentement 
à l'étude.

L'objectif serait de dynamiser l'intégration sociale, économique et professionnelle des communautés africaines et 
caribéennes d'Ottawa. «Nous sommes à la toute première étape du projet, celle de la consultation», indique Kalifa Goita, 
président de l'Association de la Diaspora africaine du Canada (ADAC) en charge du projet. 

Les responsables cherchent désormais des partenaires pour mettre en branle le projet. L'Assemblée de la francophonie 
de l'Ontario (AFO) était d'ailleurs récemment à la table des discussions. «Il s'agit avant tout pour nous d'assurer peut-être 
une source de fond et de partenariat», précise Peter Hominuk, le directeur général de l'organisme. 

Engager un coordonnateur de projet, rédiger un plan d’affaires, trouver des partenaires, déterminer les sources de 
financement et mettre en place un échéancier à moyen et à long terme, voilà en d'autres mots les défis qui attendent 
l'ADAC d'ici les prochaines semaines. 

Si aucune date ni emplacement n'ont encore été décidé, le projet apparait véritablement comme une urgence selon 
l'association: «Nous manquons toujours d'un espace concret à Ottawa pour nous réunir, estime M. Goita. Par ailleurs, la 
communauté africaine d'Ottawa est beaucoup trop éparpillée. Chacun a son projet sous le manteau, mais il n y a pas de 
direction claire.» 

Selon le président, le futur bâtiment aurait des fonctions plus élargies que celles du Café Franco-Présence - toujours 
fermé depuis novembre pour raison judiciaire - situé sur l'avenue MacArthur. «Nous aurons un volet sportif, mais aussi le 
rôle d'un incubateur pour guider les gens de la communauté dans leurs démarches d'adaptation.» 

Ce à quoi Body Ngoy, le directeur du Café Franco-Présence, émet des doutes: «C'est une bonne idée, mais il faut 
vraiment donner une dynamique francophone au projet et non vouloir toujours revenir à la culture africaine.» 

L'ADAC affirme ne toujours pas savoir si le projet aura une teneur 100% francophone ou davantage bilingue. «Cela 
dépendra de nos partenariats, concède M. Goita, mais l'Afrique et les Caraïbes sont constitués d'une mosaïque de langue 
de toute façon. Jusqu’à maintenant, toutes nos démarches ont été effectuées en français.» 
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Bike path planned across former 
high school field  
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Proposal would link Laurier with Slater 

Ottawa- Carleton District School Board staff are seeking approval to move ahead with the city on an 
agreement for a bikeway to be built across the field at the former Ottawa Technical High School.  

City officials had wanted such a pathway to link Laurier Avenue West with Slater Street in northwest 
Centretown, allowing cyclists to connect with bike routes that cross LeBreton Flats and head west.  

The proposed bikeway would start north of Laurier at Percy Street, turn west toward Bronson about 
midway through the field and continue north to Slater.  

As part of the work, city staff would also modify Laurier between Bronson and Bay Street and 
restore some parking along that stretch. Residents of condos along that section of Laurier had decried 
losing spots as a result of the segregated bike lanes that were implemented as a two-year pilot project 
in 2011.  

If approved, the plans would appear to further entrench the experimental lane. About 23 parking 
spaces could go on one side of Laurier, while the segregated bike lane there now would be raised to the 
same level as the sidewalk, or it and the sidewalk would be combined into an elevated multi-use 
pathway, said Colin Simpson, senior project manager for transportation planning at the city.  

The plans would likely require a strip of green space north of the sidewalk, and staff would have to 
figure out what’s to become of at least a couple of trees that hug the asphalt sidewalk along Laurier 
near Bronson.  

If the school board approves, the city already has funding for the pathway and work could likely 
start next year, Simpson said. Trustees are to discuss the issue as committee of the whole on Tuesday, 
and a final board decision would follow.  
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Call it a win-win scenario. 

City staff inked a deal with the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board to build a public bike path and park in the field of 

the old Ottawa Technical High School. 

The board will hand over the land at 440 Albert St. at no cost, but in exchange, it gets permission to change the zoning 

laws for the property, allowing for the building of lucrative highrise or mixed-use towers. 

The agreement is part of the Escarpment Area District Plan, a mouthful of a term that plans to spruce up Upper Town with 

attractive green spaces, new residential buildings and mixed-use space to bridge the gap between the budding LeBreton 

community and the downtown core. 

Coun. Diane Holmes said the redevelopment will have huge benefits to residents and students in Upper Town. 

"We're trying to activate our parklands that are close to your (OCDSB) schools so that we have a good relationship 

between public park space and kids in your schools," said Holmes. 

Stretches of Albert and Bay streets are largely a blob of drab buildings with few attractions for pedestrians, something the 

city aims to change. 

The revamped Technical High School property could take on a lot of forms. 

What's certain is there will be a new community park, called the Upper Town Commons, between Bronson Ave., Slater and 

Bay streets and Laurier Ave., with a walking path crossing through it. 

"We can get more people cycling to work and to school, and use that area," said Holmes. 

Janine Hutt, chairwoman of the Bay/Bronson Residents' Action Group for Fair Access to the Road, said the city and board 

should move quickly with their approval of the plan. 

"This plan is vitally important to the Upper Town community, and especially to the children that are now moving into our 

neighbourhood in increasing numbers," Hutt said. 

 

Apartment construction, like this one at Bank and Gladstone, is almost entirely for condominiums, thanks to provincial 
rent controls and other government interference. (ERROL McGIHON/OTTAWA SUN) 
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Trustee Theresa Cavanagh hopes this is only the beginning of a solid partnership with the city. 

"This should only be the start. We should be having more conversations with the city, and think of our long-term strategy 

to make it possible for not just our students, but also residents to become more active," she said. 

The plan will also see new housing units built at the base of highrises, new retail food outlets, convenience stores, 

restaurants and outdoor cafes to cater to residents in Upper Town. 

mike.aubry@sunmedia.ca 

Twitter: @ottawasunmaubry 
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