Création d'un prix de mérite Madeleine Meilleur - Société - L'Express Ottawa

Page 1 of 1

Création d'un prix de mérite Madeleine Meilleur

Benjamin Vachet

Publié le 14 Juin 2013
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La Cité collégiale lance la création du Prix de
mérite Madeleine Meilleur. Une annonce qui
coïncide avec le dixième anniversaire de la
députée d'Ottawa-Vanier comme ministre
déléguée aux Affaires francophones au sein du
gouvernement ontarien.
Sujets : Collège , Cité Collégiale , Ontario

«Le Prix de mérite Madeleine Meilleur vise à souligner le leadership, le dévouement et surtout, l’audace de la
ministre Meilleur tout au long de sa carrière de députée et de ministre pour mettre en évidence la francophonie
ontarienne de multiple façon», a déclaré la présidente de La Cité collégiale, Lise Bourgeois.
Dans un communiqué à cet effet, la Cité Collégiale est d'avis «qu'cours des dix dernières années, on a
notamment assisté à la création du Jour des Franco-Ontariens et des Franco-Ontariennes et à la création du
Commissariat aux services en français. De plus, la chaîne TFO a obtenu son autonomie et une nouvelle
définition plus inclusive de la population franco-ontarienne a été adoptée».
Le Prix de mérite Madeleine Meilleur sera attribué annuellement à un étudiant qui, durant son passage au
Collège, se sera démarqué par son rendement académique. Celui-ci devra également déployer «des efforts
envers le développement, l’épanouissement et le rayonnement de la communauté francophone de l’Ontario».
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Daycare
tots taped to cots
Two workers have been fired
Word is leaking out about a disturbing case that occurred at a school daycare in the Hunt Club area in February.
A parent reported to us that at least one child, believed to be kindergarten age, was briefly taped to her cot because she wouldn’t settle down during afternoon naptime.
It sounds outrageous, yet it’s true, only bigger than initially suggested.
The president of the board of the non-profit corporation that runs the daycare at Bayview Public School, on Owl Drive, confirmed the story.
Deborah Cooper said not one, but three or four kindergarten children (aged four to six) were involved and, after the board was made aware of the development on Feb. 28, it
began an investigation. Two daycare workers were first suspended, then fired.
It is unclear how long the children were restrained with the masking tape or exactly where it was applied but the parent who contacted the Citizen said mouths were taped
and that it happened on more than one occasion.
Cooper said the daycare believes one worker was primarily responsible for the taping but a second worker failed to take appropriate action.
“Obviously, we took it very seriously. This is totally unacceptable.”
She said both the Children’s Aid Society and the ministry responsible for the Day Nurseries Act were contacted. The CAS, reportedly, decided no further action was required.
The parents of the directly-affected children were immediately informed, Cooper said, adding there was no physical injury to the students. She also said a posting about the
incident was put on a parent bulletin board.
“From our point of view, the matter has been dealt with.”

The Bayview daycare, which is licensed for 95 children, looks after children aged four to 10 before and after school and on holidays. It is one of 13 run by Ottawa School Day
Nursery Inc., all of them in public schools. The corporation, run by a volunteer board, has 80 employees and derives its revenue from parent fees, which can cost $530 a month,
and subsidies.
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Egan: ‘Oh, my God’
Co-incidentally, the corporation is wrapping up its affairs and is being taken over by the school board proper later this summer. There is more. At least one parent has
complained to the College of Early Childhood Educators, the professional self-regulating body that maintains standards.
It has a complaint procedure that can involve hearings and result in the revocation of credentials, which are earned after a two-year college program.
A spokesman for the college was unable to say what stage the complaint was at or whether one or both workers were named.
The school principal referred questions to the school board. The school board, meanwhile, referred questions to Cooper.
One parent thinks the daycare did not do enough to reach out to all parents to ask whether any other inappropriate forms of discipline were imposed or attempted and
whether this was a single incident or part of a pattern. She was shocked to hear about the incident months later, during a casual conversation outside the school.
What, she wondered, is to stop this same worker from seeking employment at other daycares?
Cooper, however, says managers followed proper procedures, in consultation with provincial and legal authorities. “In all the time I’ve been involved with (the non-profit
nursery), we’ve never had something quite like this,” she said.
“I certainly remember getting the call and thinking ‘Oh, my God’.”
Virtually all the staff who deal with children have Early Childhood Educator certificates, she added.
There are about 43,000 of these educators in Ontario. The removal of credentials is uncommon, occurring only about three times a year.
Children in kindergarten only attend school half-days and the in-school daycare is highly sought after because the youngsters simply have to cross the hall to get there and
staff work closely with the school. The youngest kids have an hour of designated nap time in the afternoon and are taught to collect their own little portable cots to sleep on.
“Obviously, I was shocked,” Cooper said, upon hearing the news. “It’s distressing. It’s not something we would consider appropriate behaviour at all.”
Well, clearly the daycare could have done a better job communicating news of the incident to the parenting community, while respecting the privacy of the children involved
and not breaching personnel protocol.
Indeed, there does not seem to have been a full airing at the board level. Cooper, for instance, was unsure whether mouths were taped, which seems far more egregious, not
to mention outright reckless.
We have not, surely, heard the end of this one.
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Mutchmor schoolyard won’t be parking lot
Mutchmor faced loss of part of green space
School board says institution won’t see green space converted, The Ottawa- Carleton District School Board is no longer looking at converting part of a Mutchmor Public School
schoolyard into parking spots.
In a memo released Wednesday, the school board acknowledged “any discussion regarding a possible change to the schoolyard space to accommodate school parking has not
been met favourably by the community.”
Mutchmor Public School is undergoing renovations to accommodate the relocation of First Avenue Public School to its building in September 2014. The construction will
decrease the number of available parking spots by 10, to 14 spaces. The board wishes to maintain the same ratio of spots presently available at First Avenue Public School,
meaning a total of 35 spots.
The board’s announcement in January that it would slice off 10,000 square feet of the school’s field for parking spots was met with opposition by parents, Glebe residents and
politicians.
“It makes no sense to take green space, playing fields, and park cars on it, especially in a downtown neighbourhood where green space is in such short supply,” says the
councillor for the area, David Chernushenko. He has been active in speaking out against the parking proposal along with MPP Yasir Naqvi.
Chernushenko also says the practice of schools providing free parking to teachers is “unusual for this day and age” when many employers are encouraging staff to take other
modes of transportation.
The Glebe Community Association has been a strong force against the conversion. According to the association, the field is used by 6,000 children, community clubs and
families — a fact acknowledged by the board in its most recent memo. “We were very happy that the school board staff took our concerns under consideration and (is) looking at
a recommendation that doesn’t involve the park,” says association president Christina McAllister.
The board is now reviewing two options: leasing parking spots from the city in a planned parking garage nearby, or buying land for a parking lot. The second is seen only as a
long-term plan, the memo states, and the board staff will be proceeding with negotiations with the city to accomplish the first option. But that doesn’t mean the field is off the
hook for good.
“There is nothing in the memo that says, ‘We will never do this,’” says Chernushenko.
The memo is addressed to the school trustees, who will decide how to act on the recommendations in the fall.
Trustee Rob Campbell, who represents Rideau-Vanier/ Capital, said Sunday that he believes the board needs to “develop a green employer parking policy for all of our
schools and move into the 21st century.” In other words, he would like to “minimize driving and parking.”
The Glebe Community Association is continuing with a petition in opposition to the field’s use, says McAllister. The association also has an action plan it will enact should the
option of using Mutchmor Field for parking arise again, it says in a fact sheet updated the day after the memo. McAllister says the association is also concerned about how the
construction on the school might impact the field.

A parking solution must be found by April 2014, in preparation for the school year.
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Schoolyard won’t be a parking lot
Mutchmor faced loss of part of green space
The Ottawa- Carleton District School Board is no longer looking at converting part of a Mutchmor Public School schoolyard into parking spots.
In a memo released Wednesday, the school board acknowledged “any discussion regarding a possible change to the schoolyard space to accommodate school parking has not
been met favourably by the community.”
Mutchmor Public School is undergoing renovations to accommodate the relocation of First Avenue Public School to its building in September 2014. The construction will
decrease the number of available parking spots by 10, to 14 spaces. The board wishes to maintain the same ratio of spots presently available at First Avenue Public School,
meaning a total of 35 spots.
The board’s announcement in January that it would slice off 10,000 square feet of the school’s field for parking spots was met with opposition by parents, Glebe residents and
politicians.
“It makes no sense to take green space, playing fields, and park cars on it, especially in a downtown neighbourhood where green space is in such short supply,” says the
councillor for the area, David Chernushenko. He has been active in speaking out against the parking proposal along with MPP Yasir Naqvi.
Chernushenko also says the practice of schools providing free parking to teachers is “unusual for this day and age” when many employers are encouraging staff to take other
modes of transportation.
The Glebe Community Association has been a strong force against the conversion. According to the association, the field is used by 6,000 children, community clubs and
families — a fact acknowledged by the board in its most recent memo. “We were very happy that the school board staff took our concerns under consideration and (is) looking at
a recommendation that doesn’t involve the park,” says association president Christina McAllister.
The board is now reviewing two options: leasing parking spots from the city in a planned parking garage nearby, or buying land for a parking lot. The second is seen only as a
long-term plan, the memo states, and the board staff will be proceeding with negotiations with the city to accomplish the first option. But that doesn’t mean the field is off the
hook for good.
“There is nothing in the memo that says, ‘We will never do this,’” says Chernushenko.
The memo is addressed to the school trustees, who will decide how to act on the recommendations in the fall.
Trustee Rob Campbell, who represents Rideau-Vanier/ Capital, said Sunday that he believes the board needs to “develop a green employer parking policy for all of our
schools and move into the 21st century.” In other words, he would like to “minimize driving and parking.”
The Glebe Community Association is continuing with a petition in opposition to the field’s use, says McAllister. The association also has an action plan it will enact should the
option of using Mutchmor Field for parking arise again, it says in a fact sheet updated the day after the memo. McAllister says the association is also concerned about how the
construction on the school might impact the field.
A parking solution must be found by April 2014, in preparation for the school year.
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