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New 
this 
year, 

students took turns saying a few words about 
what it means to them to be Franco-Ontarian.

“For me, being Franco-Ontarian means being 
proud. Proud to live in Ontario and proud to 
speak the French language,” said one boy.

“I’m proud to be Franco-Ontarian because even 
if we are a small group, we occupy a special 
place in Canadian history,” said another young 
girl. 

In 2010, the provincial government proclaimed 
September 25 of each year as Franco-Ontarian 
Day to officially recognize the contribution of 
Ontario's Francophone community to the 
cultural, historical, social, economic and political 
life of the province.

Today marks the 38th anniversary of the first raising of this emblem of the Franco-Ontarian 
community. 

For teacher, Anik Régimbald-Cyr, who organized this morning’s event with a colleague, she 
says the school is lucky to neighbour the Francophone Monument, located on the grounds 
of the MIFO. “All of our students did reflections on what it meant to them to be Franco-
Ontarian. I think it made for something really special that we will continue in the future,” she
said.

For the director of the MIFO, Marie-Claude Doucet, she says the monument belongs to the 

Hundreds of students from l'École élémentaire catholique Saint-Joseph 
gathered at the Mouvement d'implication francophone d'Orléans (MIFO) 
centre, Wednesday morning, to celebrate Franco-Ontarian day.

Students from l'École élémentaire catholique 
Saint-Joseph, watch as the Franco-Ontarian 
flag is raised at the Francophone Monument 
on the grounds of the MIFO, in Orléans. 
(Photo: Catherine Kitts)
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community, so it’s important to include the future generation in today’s celebration.

“I think the school appreciates the opportunity to leave the building and show that beyond 
an educational environment there’s a Francophone community that lives here.” 

The celebration will continue into the week as more than 100 students from Garneau and 
Béatrice-Desloges high schools participate in a performance “L’écho d’un peuple – De 
Champlain à Orléans”, Thursday and Friday, at the Shenkman Arts Centre. 

“Because this year is the 400th anniversary of Champlain arriving in Ontario, there’s a little
bit more of a festive attitude than usual,” added Doucet.

Franco-Ontarian Flags were raised at 10 additional City locations but are meant to remain 
at half-mast to commemorate the victims of last week’s tragic bus-train collision.
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