




























Colonel By Secondsary School tops school rankings in 
Fraser Report 
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How sweet it is to be on top. 

Colonel By Secondary School defended its title as Ottawa's best school for the second year in a row. 

The Gloucester high school scored top marks of 9.2 out of 10 in the Fraser Institute Secondary School Report Card. 

That places Colonel By in the lofty position of the top three high school across all of Ontario. 

The school prides itself as an academic stronghold, explains Peter Cowley, one of the report card's researchers. 

“It's a school of choice,” said Cowley. “It's clearly performing at a very high level and high performance comes to be the 

expectation; it's the norm.” 

Colonel By is home to one of the only International Baccalaureate programs in the city, which caters to students who want 

to push themselves to greater heights. 

The diploma is recognized around the world and tasks students with putting together a PhD-style research paper and has 

courses focusing on core issues like ethics, natural history, reasoning and emotion. 

School board trustee Katie Holtzhauer said students “take great pride” in the program – which includes nearly half of the 

school population – because it's so labour intensive. 

Rounding out the bottom of the rankings, Rideau High School in Orleans scored 0.9 out of 10, while the Ottawa Technical 

Learning Centre earned 1.3 out of 10. 

But Fraser Institute researcher Peter Cowley said a low ranking doesn't make it a bad school. 

“These schools are compared against every other school in the province, and each one has to place somewhere on that 

scale,” he said. 

Twitter: @ottawasunmaubry 

 

 

Colonel By tops Fraser Report as highest-ranked Ottawa high school. 
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There must be something in the Barrhaven water. 

The burgeoning community has become a haven for sharp young minds, with four of its high schools securing top 15 spots 

in the Fraser Institute's Report on Ontario Secondary Schools. 

The schools -- nearly a stone's throw from one another -- run the gamut from public to Catholic and welcome hundreds of 

new students from young families each year. 

Andrea Steenbakkers, executive director of the Barrhaven BIA, explains the foundation of strong schools in the 

community is what drives parents to the area. 

"Barrhaven is growing faster every year and it's opening the door for lots of new families to make the community their 

home," said Steenbakkers. 

But more importantly, families that move in make roots there. 

"Barrhaven does a good job of keeping people here -- and much of that has to with the great scores of our schools here." 

Since Barrhaven's rapid growth in the late 1990s, most affluent children have grown up and had kids of their own who go 

to school in the community. 

"They're choosing to stay because they want their kids to be brought up in this community that they were raised in, that 

they know has so many benefits for families," she said. 

Families in Barrhaven's schools have an average combined income well over $100,000 and have access to a wealth of 

sports centres and community centres that gives them an edge over many inner-city schools. 

"Parents in Barrhaven tend to be very goal-oriented," said Steenbakkers. 

"They're very results-oriented parents and children are raised in that way to set goals and to achieve them. It's part of the 

culture." 

Barrhaven also has easy access to both Carleton University and Algonquin College without having to take the highway 

trough heavy traffic. 

"You have a talent pool of very bright, successful high school students graduating and going on to bigger things in the 

 

Andrea Steenbakkers, Barrhaven BIA executive director, poses by the Walter Baker Sports Centre, which she says is one 
of the attractions that brings families to the area. Darren Brown/Ottawa Sun/QMI Agency 
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community," she said. 

Fraser Institute researcher Peter Cowley said it's important for parents to look beyond the rankings but that strong 

communities breed highly academic schools. 

Yet French schools in the area -- and across all of the city -- aren't making the same impression in the rankings as their 

English counterparts. 

Only two French schools made it into the top 10 rankings, including De La Salle and Gisele Lalonde secondary schools. 

School and school board officials would not comment on the report citing skepticism over it. 

Fraser Report rankings 

mike.aubry@sunmedia.ca 

Twitter: @ottawasunmaubry 

 

POLL 
Do you agree with the Fraser Report rankings? 

 Yes  

 No  

 





View Results

VOTE
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The very identity of education is going through the most pivotal shift of our generation. 

As thousands of young Canadians scratch their heads and weigh their options trying to choose their college or university, a 

radical change is taking place beneath the surface. 

Tomorrow’s students will be the first who never have to walk onto a college campus to get their degree. 

With the advances in online learning — springing up with increasing alacrity in the past five years — professors in wire-

framed glasses no longer closely guard knowledge from the head of the classroom. 

In essence, information is now a commodity. It’s readily available at our fingertips across the Internet. 

Online databases like Onlinecourses.com, Udacity and Coursera profess to offer a free education from Yale, Harvard and 

MIT, but without the added stress of rising tuition. 

Jasmine Parker, one of the researchers behind Onlinecourses.com, says their goal is to offer an entirely free, educational 

hotspot for people who want to learn at their own pace and set their own goals. 

They offer lectures, videos and exams from prestigious worldwide universities at no cost. 

While these models are still just a curiosity to most, it’s a huge step forward in the democratization of education, but might 

also pose the biggest threat to traditional colleges and universities in the coming years. 

Post-secondary schools like Algonquin College — viewed by many experts as a trailblazer in online learning — is re-

imagining itself to respond to the growing demand. 

“The bulk of students still want to come on to campus and have hands-on, applied experience,” explains president Kent 

MacDonald. 

“But there’s another group of students who are choosing an alternative way and we suspect that that online modality will 

continue to grow,” he said. 

In the past year alone, their enrolment in online-only diploma and certificate programs has jumped by 50%, a trend dating 

back to the past five years. 

MacDonald doesn’t see free online courses as a direct competition to their business model, but instead embraces them as 

way for knowledge to reach every Canadian. 

“These initiatives continue to show to me that content has become free,” he said. 

 

Education experts can’t seem to reach a consensus when it comes to using tech in classrooms. 
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Web-based programs are also the best way to conform education to our daily lives. Students can write their exams from 

the kitchen counter, at the library or on break at work. 

Yet through discussion groups, live chats and blogs, they still interact with their teacher and classmates. 

“These people are looking for shorter certificates, fully online, flexibility and choice so that they can integrate learning into 

their regular lifestyle and use it to improve their professional careers,” said Pat Lychak, the college’s manager of online 

learning. 

Online courses also don’t tax the physical space at schools, reducing classroom sizes and the need for expansions. 

Algonquin’s initiatives allow it to take on 3,000 more students than its physical space allows — at a considerable saving to 

real estate. 

But University of Ottawa professor Cameron Montgomery, who specializes in online learning, warns this need to cocoon 

ourselves in a digital world can affect the quality of our education. 

“There’s no real interaction, hence there’s no confrontation in terms of your ideas with other students and with the 

professor,” he said. 

“That leads to growth, that leads to learning. We all have our own way of conceiving the world and sometimes it is 

important to have other people’s points of view.” 

Free online courses also open up a whole new realm of moral quandaries that just haven’t been tackled yet, he said. Is the 

person doing the courses the one applying for the job in the end? There’s still no way to prove it. 

“All of those ethical questions come into play,” he said. 

“Sure, information is accessible, but how are people processing and analyzing that information? That’s at a whole new 

level and there’s no guarantee technology responds to that.” 

Anyone can read a textbook or memorize a Wikipedia page. 

“But it’s the guiding influence of our professor — who forces us to critique and analyze our answers — that still holds the 

key to the future of education. 

“Technology is only a tool,” explains Montgomery. 

And like any tool, its potential lies in the hands holding it. 

A CLICK AWAY:  

So you’re not so fond of tuition. Or maybe you just like to make every day a pajama day. Well, lucky for you, here’s a 

breakdown of courses you can take entirely free online — or pay to take in the comfort of your home. 

Algonquin College – More than 300 courses 

 Abnormal psychology  

 Anger management  

 Astronomy  

 Veterinary Anaesthesia  

Onlinecourses.com – More than 500 free courses 

 Critical Reading and Writing – UMass Boston  

 Environmental Microbiology – Massachusetts Institute of Technology  

 Research for the Classroom Teacher – Utah State University  

Coursera – 330 courses from 33 universities 

 Comic Books and Graphic Novels – University of Colorado Boulder  

 Economic Issues, Food & You – University of Florida  

Carleton University Online – Broadcasts lectures on TV and online 
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Schools that tap into the special formula that lets them get better year after year should used as a model across the 

province, the Fraser Institute insists. 

Mother Teresa High School in Nepean was Ottawa's fastest improving school in this year's Fraser Report, and researcher 

Peter Cowley said other school boards should take lessons from what they've achieved. 

The school has always performed well, but rose from a 7.1 on 10 to an 8.3 in rankings over five years, which looks at Grade 

9 provincial test scores. 

"To me, the improvers and the decliners are the real stories," said Cowley. "How much more can you expect from a school 

than that they find better ways to ensure their kids greater success every year?" 

Peter Atkinson, superintendent of the continuing and community education department for the Catholic board, said 

keeping a close eye on students allows teachers to nudge them in the right direction. 

Teachers at Mother Teresa crunch numbers to find out which students need the most help with reading and math early on 

and offer them intensive after-school classes to catch up. 

They also use technology as much as possible to help visual learners grasp the material both at school and at home. 

"Classrooms at the school are 'without walls' as students engage in inquiry-based 

learning and interact with the world via the Internet," said Atkinson. 

But Cowley argues every principal - and especially the province - should be looking at what schools are improving 

dramatically and ask themselves how they can apply those lessons elsewhere. 

That puts the onus on the Ministry of Education to visit these schools and share their models. 
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"We highlight schools that have improved in a real way over five years," he said. "Of course, what it doesn't say is how. 

"If we can't figure it out from the outside, let's figure it out from the inside." 

mike.aubry@sunmedia.ca 

Twitter:@ottawasunmaubry 
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Kids today are practically born with a keyboard fused to their fingertips and their eyes glued to a digital screen. 

Now Ottawa’s high schools are rushing to take advantage of this knack for gadgets with a wide array of online learning 

courses. 

No longer reserved for the hallowed halls of colleges and universities, e-learning is letting students take control of their 

own education – and teaches them the importance of setting goals and sticking to them. 

In 2006, the Ontario government put forward a bold initiative to have at least 25% of all high school students experience 

some form of online learning. 

While we’re not there just yet, Ottawa’s schools are making strong headway in this brave new digital age. 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board offers 26 courses students can take entirely from the comfort of their own 

homes, and offers at least some form of online interaction in nearly every other class in its roster. 

They’re still baby steps, but they’re wobbling in the right direction. 

Missing credit 

Pino Buffone, the board’s superintendent of curriculum services, says online courses are the best way to adapt to student’s 

ever-changing and busy lives. 

E-learning courses let students take a missing credit they need to graduate over the summer. 

“It offers greater flexibility on many different fronts,” he said. 

But most students still aren’t taking full advantage of this new versatility. 

There were only four courses, and just over a dozen students enrolled online when the program launched. But that 

number has jumped to 150 students across the city. 

As the program gains prominence, Buffone expects to see a huge jump in the number of online students. 

“Those numbers are growing exponentially every semester,” he said. 

Teachers are still learning the ins and outs of online too, and there’s an instructional coach who helps those teachers grasp 

the e-learning concept along the way. 

Yet University of Ottawa professor Cameron Montgomery said younger minds still need strong structure to keep them on 

the right path. 

 

University of Ottawa students walk outside of the “bricks and mortar” campus.  
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“Sure, they can have that technological platform, but at the same time, you really want to make sure that they’re being 

guided along towards this learning process,” he said. 

“The technology is no guarantee that they’re learning at a significant rate.” 

But Buffone argues independent learning is the best way to prepare students for life after school. 

“It does help with their ability to be independent learners, to work on their time management skills,” he said. 

As students continue to refine their innate grasp on technology, they continue to shape the high school classroom of 

tomorrow. 

“The online milieu to our students is natural to them and it has so much promise,” said Buffone. 

mike.aubry@sunmedia.ca 

Twitter: @ottawasunmaubry 
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Technology has already infiltrated nearly every classroom across the nation. But has its usefulness reached its peak, or is 

this just the cusp of a new educational revolution? 

Experts can’t seem to reach a consensus. 

The University of Ottawa’s Cameron Montgomery said online learning is largely a fad that weakens our educational 

system. 

He suggests it’s time to slow the push for online-only courses, and get back to the basics of classroom lessons. 

“I think this technology is becoming a distraction,” he said. “I think we have to get back to grassroots.” 

Students have a wealth of information, but can’t process it, said Cameron. 

He insists we need to keep guiding students both in high school and at university. 

But Algonquin College president Kent MacDonald points to research that shows hybrid learning — mixing online with in-

class lessons — is as effective, if not more so, than regular teaching. 

He said there are still many laggards who are trailing behind, but that we haven’t truly unleashed the potential of online 

learning. 

Hybrid courses allow colleges and universities to take up a smaller physical footprint. 

While entirely online universities are still grappling with a business model that makes sense, the world’s top educators are 

refining a way for students to truly personalize their education. 

The University of Ottawa is till fine-tuning their new online policy, and expects to release their findings by the end of the 

year. 

But in the not-so-distant future, expect to be able to combine courses the universities of your choice to create a custom 

degree. 

The walls of brick-and- mortar universities can no longer contain their students, and the race is on to define the new 

virtual campus. 

Twitter: @ottawasunmabury 

 

The University of Ottawa’s Cameron Montgomery said online learning is largely a fad that weakens our educational 
system. 
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Ignore Fraser report, expert says 

Three Ottawa-area schools made the top 10 in the Fraser Institute’s most recent provincial high 
school “Report Card,” released Sunday, although a University of Ottawa education expert says the 
report card should be taken with a big grain of salt.  

Colonel By in Gloucester and St Joseph’s in Renfrew tied for third place in the province with 9.2 out 
of 10. West Carleton High School came in eighth place out of 725 public, private and Catholic high 
schools with 9 out of 10.  

Earl of March in Kanata came in at No. 22, down five spots from last year, but maintaining its score 
of 8.6.  

The right-leaning Fraser Institute, which has been providing the analysis for five years, says the 
annual rankings allow parents and educators to measure improvement year over year to see “evidence 
of change (or lack thereof) over time.”  

In order to rank the schools, the institute analyzes Grade 9 literacy and math test scores provided 
by the Ministry of Education.  

Every Grade 9 student is required to take the same standardized tests managed by Ontario’s 
Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO), which, the Fraser Institute says, provides valuable 
data about how individual schools — and teachers — are instructing the province’s teens.  

But, Joel Westheimer, university research chair in Democracy and Education at the U of O, calls the 
rankings “dangerous” and urges parents, educators and students to ignore them entirely.  

“The problem is that those numbers are based on such a small fraction of what makes up a good 
school,” he said Sunday.  

“They’re enormously misleading.”  
Westheimer said the root of the problem lies in the testing methods, which focus on memorizing 

facts instead of processing information.  
“Testing technology is in its infancy and we don’t know very much about how to measure the things 

that are important to a lot of educators and parents,” Westheimer said, such as critical thinking skills, 
citizenship and an ability to sift through the incredible amount of information now available through 
every smartphone.  
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