










Comparing schools is 'apples with oranges'
 

BY SIMON KENT ,TORONTO SUN 
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FRASER REPORT 

 

TORONTO - The figures are good but the methodology is arguable. 

So says Annie Kidder, executive director of lobby group People for Education. 

Kidder acknowledges the strong performance of Ontario secondary schools in the 2013 Fraser Report Card but says 

comparing one school with another is meaningless. 

“I cannot argue with the fact that across the board the province of Ontario has recorded good, resilient figures,” Kidder 

said. “I just don’t think they should be used to compare one school with the next or one school system with the next; that’s 

comparing apples with oranges. 

“Schools do better and school do worse for a whole range of factors. You just can’t pile figures together and expect to draw 

conclusions.” 

The figure Kidder is referring to shows that across the board, Ontario schools’ average overall rating is 6.0 out of 10. 

Catholic schools in the report card averaged 6.5 out of 10, the same figure as last year. Public schools in the province also 

came in at a steady 5.8, a repeat on 2102 numbers. 

“Public schools are made up of a different demographic and reflect the area students are drawn from. Catholic and other 

private schools are not like that. They draw from a wider area of society,” Kidder explained. 

Instead of school-to-school comparisons, Kidder is urging Liz Sandals, the new education minister, to bring her own 

experience to the public policy table and garner a bigger share of the funding pie. 

Funding projections (excluding capital programs) estimate more than $21 billion will be invested in the province’s 73 

school board districts in the 2012-2013 school year. 

 

Annie Kidder, executive director of People for Education. (QMI Agency files) 
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Elementary schools lack phys-ed 
teachers  
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Staff ill-equipped, Ontario survey finds 

TORONTO A shortage of physical education specialists in Ontario elementary schools could have 
long-term repercussions for the overall health of the province’s students, a report released Monday 
suggested.  

A survey from People for Education says a shortage of phys-ed teachers in Ontario 
elementary schools could have long-term repercussions for overall student health. 

A survey from advocacy group People for Education said a dearth of teachers qualified to offer 
health instruction, particularly in more remote areas of the province, means students are falling well 
short of provincial curriculum guidelines on physical activity.  

Worse, they said, is that students are missing out on a comprehensive health education that could 
greatly bolster their future prospects.  

The survey of a thousand schools across Ontario found that only 45 per cent had a specialized 
physical education teacher on staff.  
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Those instructors often work part time and are often unable to offer their services to all students, 
the report said, adding remaining staff often feel ill-equipped or unable to take on the health lessons 
prescribed in the provincial curriculum.  

Annie Kidder, executive director of People for Education, said the shortfall is simply a result of 
skewed priorities.  

Everyone from the provincial government on down needs to adjust their thinking to give health 
education as much weight as they do reading, writing and math, she said.  

“We need to put health and well-being up there and say, ‘This has to be a priority too,’” Kidder said. 
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Success at Ontario high schools
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TORONTO - Who knew success was contagious? 

Ontario secondary school performance levels, as measured in the 2013 Fraser Institute Report Card, show a clear up tick 

across a host of critical measures. 

Importantly, both streams of Grade 9 mathematics are on the rise. So too the number of tests submitted that fall inside the 

provincial standard as measured in student test scores administered by the Education Quality and Accountability Office 

(EQAO) for 2012. 

Together these results join rising graduation numbers to show the underlying academic strength of Ontario secondary 

schools. This is best exemplified in the GTA at Bloor Collegiate Institute and St. Patrick Catholic Secondary School. 

According to Peter Cowley, the author of the report, these two schools reveal how a multitude of disparate factors combine 

to pass success on from one academic year to the next and in the process build a school’s overall performance. 

“We measured the EQAO test results of 725 schools across Ontario,” Cowley said, “and what we see is an impressive lift in 

performance in many schools while the average overall rating for all the province’s schools in the report card remains at 

6.0 out of 10. 

“Grade 9 mathematics is strong and getting stronger while the number of tests that fall outside the province’s accepted 

norm are on the decline. This last figure is important. 

“In 2007-2008 a total of 29.6% of tests written were below standard; more than a quarter of the province. That figure in 

2011/2012 has fallen to 26.4% which shows a real trend of improvement.” 

Cowley pointed to both Bloor Collegiate and St. Patrick’s for special mention. He says that year in, year out, both have 

shown improved scores and have done so in the most unlikely circumstances. 

Neither is blessed with an abundance of financial backing and he cautions that nobody knows for sure exactly what 

contributed to the improvement. 

“The advantage of having tables like the ones we compile is that it is possible to compare year-on-year performance. Look 

at Bloor Collegiate. Its overall rating for the last five years has enjoyed the fastest statistically significant improvement of 

any of the school in the report card. 

“In 2007-2008 Bloor’s overall rating was 3.5 out of 10. Then in 2009 it jumped to 4.1 before moving upwards again to 5.7 

in 2010 and 6.6 in 2011. Finally we see the school’s score at 7.4 in 2012 which is way above the provincial average. 

“That is a tremendous result for a school of modest-means families, where ESL is a strong component and special needs as 

well.” 

Cowley then singled out St. Patrick’s. He said it is the single fastest improving school in terms of overall rating. Its rating 

has come from an historical low at 2.0 in 2007-2008 and now it is 6.1. 

Cowley calls that the perfect improvement curve in a school that has a student household income of around $44,300 

compared to the provincial average of $74,700. 

“Here is one school that has gone from way below average to bang on the average. Don’t forget that around 50.8% of the 

students sitting the tests are ESL, while the provincial average for all schools 7.2%. 

“St. Patrick’s is a great example of how things can combine to make a great school. We don’t often know why this happens 

and I cannot tell how the improvement was achieved. That said, everyone interested in education in Ontario should make 

it his or her business to find out. 
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“This school is a pathfinder for the district. Every school board and teacher should take this as a template and be prepared 

to talk about the possibilities it represents.” 

Ontario Secondary Teachers’ Federation declined the opportunity to offer a perspective on the Fraser Report Card for 

2013. 

Ditto the Toronto District School Board (TDSB). In the same week that it announced it is facing the equivalent loss of one 

mid-sized high school’s teaching complement annually between now and 2018 — about 115 to 120 high school teachers 

each year — due to demographic changes and declining enrolments, no comment was forthcoming. 

Both cited a lack of staff due to school holidays. 

One person happy to talk was Bruce Rodrigues, director of education at the Toronto Catholic District School Board. 

He points to the excellent results achieved by St. Patrick’s in the Fraser Report for 2013 as indicative of a system that 

works. 

“St. Patrick’s shows how success can be passed from one graduating class to another and down the line through the whole 

school. 

“We like to think of wrap-around services for all students, working on the individual and helping strengths while 

identifying weaknesses. Students are always at the centre of the Catholic system and our board is entirely values-based. 

“Ultimately we don’t try and replicate success like St. Patrick’s across our schools but transfer, acknowledging no two 

schools are exactly the same but the outcomes eventually should be." 
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