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Double tremblement de terre dans la région

Publié le 17 Mai 2013

Yannick Boursier
La Revue

La terre a tremblé un peu partout en Outaouais
et à Ottawa en avant-midi vendredi, et ce, à
deux reprises.
Sujets : Ottawa , Braeside , Ontario

D'abord, à 9h43, un premier tremblement de terre avec un épicentre situé à 18 km au nord-est de Shawville
dans le Pontiac, a été ressenti dans la région et même à Toronto. Ce tremblement de terre d'une magnitude de
5,2 sur l'échelle de Richter était le plus fort ressenti cette année selon le site de Séisme Canada.
Une dizaine de minutes plus tard, une deuxième secousse a été ressentie avec le même épicentre. Cette
réplique avait toutefois une magnitude de 4,1 sur l'échelle de Richter.
Peu après les deux tremblements de terre, la police de Gatineau a annoncé sur twitter ne rapporter aucun appel
particulier à son centre d'urgence.
Du côté de la Commission scolaire des Hauts-Bois-de-l'Outaouais, qui couvre le territoire de Shawville, plusieurs
écoles ont été évacuées, notamment dans le Pontiac. Après une inspection des lieux, il a été décidé de
reprendre les cours et les élèves ont repris place à l’intérieur. La CSHBO indique qu'il y a eu aucun blessé et les
évaluations réalisées montrent qu’aucun dommage n’a été causé aux bâtiments.
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Rugby death puts safety in spotlight
A rugby injury won’t end my playing career
Re: Making sports safer in school, May 16.

PAT MCGRATH/OTTAWA CITIZEN

High-school student Bailey Howell, who played rugby with Rowan Stringer, writes that she
loves the game, despite her recent serious injury, and wants to help keep it safe.
My name is Bailey Howell and I’m a Grade 12 student at Notre Dame High School. I have been
playing rugby for four years at school. Last summer I received the opportunity to play with the
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Barrhaven Scottish. I also had the honour of playing with Rowan Stringer. She was my teammate
and she will be dearly missed, on and off the pitch.
Two weeks ago I was playing in a school rugby game myself when the unexpected happened. I took
a hit from a girl on the other team and, as a result, I suffered a severe injury. I dislocated my right hip
joint and broke a part of my hip as a result. I had to have surgery to fix my hip and I was in the
hospital for more than a week. During that week I had to learn how to do everyday things differently in
my life.
Simple things such as getting dressed and eating have now become daily challenges. I am unable to
walk for at least six weeks and I cannot sit up at an angle of more than 70 degrees. I am unable to
attend school, and unable to leave my house without my mother. When I get the chance to leave my
house it is in a wheelchair that is set at a 70-degree angle. I am relying on my friends and family to
help me get through my days and, without them I could not do this. I will be spending the rest of my
Grade 12 year in a wheelchair, which means prom and graduation will be a challenge.
Like Rowan I love playing rugby and will stop at nothing to have a chance to play on the pitch. I
know that this injury is a setback in my rugby career and one day soon I will be back on the field. I
read the article in the Citizen about how schools should monitor contact sports and came across your
request to speak to students who have suffered serious injuries while playing sports at school. I am
willing to share my story with Ottawa in a positive way.
In any sport it is important that you play safe and understand the risks. Even though I was hurt
playing a school sport, it was a risk I was willing to take and I do not regret it in any way. I want to
educate other athletes and their parents and let them know that injuries happen but you can overcome
them and still continue to play. With the right knowledge about recovery times you can return to the
game even stronger than you were before.
BAILEY HOWELL, Ottawa
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Schools budget expands drug
counselling
Staff proposes boosts for special education, full-day kindergarten costs
Drug counselling, special education staffing and support for the rollout of full-day kindergarten
would receive new money under a proposed Ottawa-Carleton District School Board budget.
The 2013-2014 operating budget recommended by staff includes spending of $827.9 million, and
would use reserve funds to cover an anticipated $14.3-million deficit.
The proposed budget would see drug counselling services extended to students in intermediate
grades, giving their schools access to support comparable with what’s offered at the secondary level,
according to a staff report.
“Our experience with drug counselling programs in schools has proven to have a positive impact on
student well-being, attendance, credit accumulation and achievement,” it says.
Staffing is the biggest cost. In March, the board approved staffing levels for 2013-2014 that include
more than 3,000 full-time positions in elementary schools and more than 1,600 positions in secondary
schools.
The proposed budget would add positions to help students for whom English is a second language,
as well as to support autism classes and a behavioural intervention program.
Spending to support the rollout of full-day kindergarten in its fourth year would cover staff such as
janitors to clean and maintain facilities that have been added for the program, along with a
psychologist, social worker and speech and language pathologist and educational assistants.
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Budget: Student numbers stable
Early childhood educator (ECE) “floater” positions would help to cover teachers who are absent “and
reduce the challenges that have been faced in finding supply ECEs from the casual list,” the report says.
The recommended spending is up about four per cent from the $794.4 million approved in the
budget for the current year (a recent forecast suggests actual spending this year will be closer to $804
million.)
The district’s reserves, meanwhile, are projected to sit at about $43.2 million, much of which is
internally appropriated, after the current year is accounted for.
The proposed budget also includes upgrades to the district’s automated calling system hardware
and would boost its spending on communication.
Although early in the process, it appears to be a “goodnews budget,” said trustee Bronwyn
Funiciello, pointing to the recommendations that would increase support for students with special needs
and English-as-a-SecondLanguage students.
Funiciello said she looks forward to hearing from the public and asking questions to staff “to be sure
that the recommendations that they’re making match the priorities that we’ve set out in the strategic
plan and that I feel are really important based on the feedback that I receive from my constituents and
from the broader community.”
Staff project the number of elementary students to remain stable at about 43,700, with the
expansion of full-day kindergarten expected to offset lower numbers anticipated in other grades.
Secondary enrolment is expected to drop by about three per cent, to 23,800 students, largely because
more students are graduating than are in incoming Grade 9 classes, the report says.
With grant revenue from the province tied to student numbers, trustee John Shea said he wants
staff to ensure that enrolment projections are solid. He’s seen anecdotally that some schools face lower
enrolment than normal in his zone of Orléans-Cumberland, he said.
Staff believe the projections are a “reasonable basis” for the budget, according to the report.
Shea also said the board should have a plan to tell people that public schools are “largely back in
business when it comes to extracurricular activities” following earlier labour unrest that saw teachers
withdraw from such activities.
Overall, it’s “a pretty solid budget in a time where things are so in flux in education in Ontario,” said
Shea.
Budget deliberations continue into next month with opportunities for comments from the public. The
next trustee meeting on the topic is scheduled for May 29.
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