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River cleanup funds possible 

Mayor Jim Watson was dismayed that there’s so little information in the 2013 federal budget about 
continued job cuts in the federal government, Ottawa’s biggest single employer.  

“We do need greater clarity,” Watson said after the budget was tabled Thursday. “When a family 
member doesn’t know whether they will have a job in a few months, the local economy suffers.”  

Finance Minister Jim Flaherty announced a major review of the public service but few additional 
details. Ottawa has absorbed thousands of unemployed public servants into new jobs and the city is 
devoted to economic development efforts to sustain that, Watson said, but it would be a lot easier to do 
if anybody had any idea what to expect.  

Pierre Poilievre, Conservative MP for Nepean-Carleton, hinted at one way the review could help save 
money.  

“Federal public servants use on average 18 sick days a year,” he said. “The private sector uses on 
average six sick days a year. I look forward to working with the public service to find ways to ensure 
that we can reduce the number of days when public servants are away so that we can deliver better 
results at a more competitive price for Canadian taxpayers.”  

Despite the uncertainty surrounding the public service, Watson was hopeful the federal 
government’s renewed commitment to a multi-billion-in-dollar frastructure program will help the city 
tackle raw sewage dumped in the Ottawa River.  

Flaherty’s budget pegged $53.5-billion over 10 years to support cities, provinces and territories on 
major projects, such as new roads, public transit and bridges.  

The infrastructure dollars extend a seven-year plan that was slated to end in 2014. The City of 
Ottawa has been counting on federal funding for big projects like the huge underground tanks it needs 
to stop sewage from overflowing into the Ottawa River during storms; Watson has said often that as 
keen as the city is on the Ottawa River Action Plan, the $355-million project won’t get finished without 
federal (and provincial) money.  

“With (Thursday’s) budget, the dream of a clean Ottawa River is finally within reach,” he said.  
Still, there’s no promise that Ottawa will receive new infrastructure dollars for that project. Royal 

Galipeau — the Conservative MP for Ottawa-Orléans who helped to secure $33 million in federal money 
for the cleanup of the Ottawa River at Petrie Island — emphasized that while the federal government 
has an interest in keeping sewage out of the interprovincial river, it’s ultimately the city’s responsibility. 
“Let’s never forget that sewer messes are municipal messes,” he said.  

Eventually, Ottawa will also need federal money to extend the lightrail system it’s about to start 
building, Watson said. The city’s not ready to ask for anything specific but it’s a relief to know that 
Flaherty is keeping the infrastructure fund that Watson hopes will eventually supply the money, the 
mayor said.  

Local politicians would prefer not to go begging for money project by project; life would be much 
easier for them if they received regular cheques from the federal government, no questions asked. 
Former prime minister Paul Martin handed some money to municipalities that way by giving them a 
share of federal taxes on gasoline, but cities have wanted more.  

Flaherty’s budget doesn’t increase the gas-tax payments, but it does index them to inflation, so at 
least they won’t lose value as the years pass. Ottawa gets about $50 million a year in federal gas-tax 
money now, and expects that to rise two per cent a year indefinitely. By 2033, the extra should amount 
to $238 million.  

“This is good news for Ottawa and indeed for all cities across Canada,” Watson said.  
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Le cas de la CCN comme surprise du dépôt du budget à Ottawa

Publié le 21 Mars 2013  
Sébastien Pierroz  

Le dévoilement du budget fédéral n'a pas 
provoqué les remous escomptés à Ottawa. Ou 
presque. La perte du mandat de la Commission 
de la capitale nationale (CCN) de mettre en 
valeur Ottawa-Gatineau au profit du ministère 
du Patrimoine canadien était au cœur des 
discussions dans la capitale.

«La CCN a bien entendu ses défauts, mais elle a toujours fait un excellent travail notamment dans sa gestion du 
Bal de neige, a vivement réagi le député fédéral d'Ottawa-Vanier, Mauril Bélanger. On a l'impression que le 
gouvernement veut par cette décision un contrôle politique.» 

Bien que d'obédience libérale, le maire d'Ottawa Jim Watson n'a pas déploré cette fin de mandat pour autant: 
«Je pense que c'est une bonne idée. Le ministère du Patrimoine canadien a toujours eu l'expérience qu'il faut 
pour faire des célébrations.» 

De façon plus globale, le maire a accueilli favorablement le prolongement des investissements dans les 
infrastructures comprises dans le budget. «Cela va permettre une forte création d'emplois». Même sur le dossier 
de la suppression des fonctionnaires, le premier magistrat n'a pas été très loquace: «Je comprends que cela 
peut créer un climat d'incertitude (…) mais Ottawa est la ville qui a créé aussi ce genre d'emplois.» 
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«Le budget 2013 ne restera pas dans l'histoire, analysait de son côté le politologue de l'Université d'Ottawa, Luc 
Turgeon. On ne peut pas dire que ce budget aura un impact véritable sur les citoyens.» 

Ce n'est visiblement pas l'avis de M. Bélanger qui a fustigé le budget déposé: «C'est un budget de l'inaction. Le 
gouvernement n'a pas dévoilé les chiffres des suppressions des fonctionnaires par Ministères. Ce n'est pas 
précis.» 

Les arguments des libéraux sur la suppression des fonctionnaires ne sont en tout pas du gout du député fédéral 
conservateur d'Ottawa-Orléans Royal Galipeau. «Il s'agit d'un budget très prudent, dans la lignée de l'équilibre 
budgétaire prévu pour 2015. Les libéraux oublient qu'ils avaient coupé 40 000 postes en 1995.» 

M. Galipeau n'a toutefois pas voulu se prononcer sur la perte de mandat de la CCN. 

Reste que selon le politologue Luc Turgeon, ce dépôt de budget sans remous comporte des zones d'ombres. 
«Le programme Subvention canadienne pour l'emploi pourrait être mal reçu par les provinces. Sans compter 
que la disparition de l'Agence canadienne de développement international (ACDI) apparait comme une 
mauvaise nouvelle.» 
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Trustees choose portables over moving Grade 6 students 

The city’s public school board appears to be favouring a costlier option to address overcrowding at 
two Hintonburgarea schools after parents opposed a plan to move Grade 5 students into a nearby 
middle school a year sooner.  

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board faces a space crunch at Devonshire and Elmdale public 
schools and needs to come up with an interim solution for this September while a working group figures 
out a longer-term fix for 2014 to balance enrolments at a number of schools in the immediate area.  

The options were either moving all the current Grade 5 students to Fisher Park Public School a year 
earlier or adding more portables at Elmdale and redirecting Devonshire’s junior kindergarten students 
to nearby Connaught Public School.  

Adding Grade 6 to Fisher Park — which currently has just Grades 7 and 8 — would have a nominal 
cost, according to an OCDSB staff report, but the other option will cost about $200,000. And yet that’s 
the plan most trustees supported at a meeting earlier this month. A final vote is scheduled for March 
26.  

It turns out space isn’t as tight as previously thought at Elmdale, so the school says it will be able to 
accommodate all of its students next year without moving anyone.  

There’s also been opposition to moving Grade 5 students to Fisher Park a year sooner because some 
felt the children would not be ready for the transition, particularly during a year when the ongoing 
labour dispute has reduced teacher involvement and preparation for graduation. “We feel the views of 
Grade 6s have not been heard,” said Elmdale parent Caroline Dickens. If the 60 or so Grade 5 students 
from Devonshire and Elmdale moved to Fisher Park for Grade 6, she added, they would be “thrust” into 
a new environment and outnumbered by about 500 older students.  

The OCDSB hopes to make the pill easier to swallow for affected Devonshire families by offering 
their children spots in full-day kindergarten at Connaught — a program Devonshire couldn’t offer them 
until September 2014. This will cost the board about $200,000.  

But some claim moving Grade 5s, old enough to walk to school on their own, would be a better 
option than redirecting junior kindergarten students.  

“From a family perspective, it has less logistical impacts,” said Cindy Maraj. Her two children will 
have to go to different schools, and to make all the running around work, Maraj said, the family might 
have to buy a second car.  

Another Devonshire parent in the same predicament questioned why trustees would back the more 
expensive option, especially given the headaches it creates for parents around daycare and school 
drop-offs. “It seems fiscally irresponsible when there is a lower-cost option available,” said Stacey 
McKinnon.  

That sentiment is shared by trustee Rob Campbell, who favours moving the Grade 5 students. “To 
me, common sense dictates you don’t want to move the youngest,” he said.  

Campbell knows of what he speaks: To ease overcrowding in the Glebe, which is in his zone, junior 
kindergarten students were redirected from one school to another in September 2012 and will be 
redirected again this September. He says it has led some parents to keep their children in daycare for 
an extra year to avoid the hassle or to move them to Catholic or Montessori schools.  
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“Neither option was a good option,” said Lil Krstic, a Devonshire rep on the accommodation working 
group, of the dilemma facing Devonshire. “There’s always a loser in this situation.”  
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Driver, school both failed, official says 

The Upper Canada District School Board has launched an investigation after a four-year-old boy who 
fell asleep on his way to school Thursday was left alone for hours on a school bus.  

Upper Canada District School Board chair Greg Pietersma says a fouryear-old child was left 
alone for hours on a school bus after the driver failed to do a sweep of the bus at the end of 
his morning ride. Pietersma also said the school failed to follow up on the child’s absence. 

ASHLEY FRASER/OTTAWA CITIZEN 
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The boy’s absence from Kemptville Public School, where he is a kindergarten student, was 
apparently not properly investigated, said the school board’s chair, Greg Pietersma, in an interview.  

It wasn’t until 12:45 p.m. that he was discovered by the driver, who was apparently heading out on 
another run.  

“Something like this shouldn’t happen,” Pietersma said, adding about 20,000 UCDSB students ride 
the school bus every day.  

“As much as I’d like to say we do it right most days, it’s not all right to do it wrong even once,” he 
said.  

According to Pietersma, the driver, who works for a company under contract to Student 
Transportation of Eastern Ontario, failed to do a sweep of the bus at the end of his morning ride as is 
standard procedure.  

He did not know the name of the company.  
But, he added, there was also a communication breakdown at the school level because the boy’s 

unexplained absence wasn’t investigated.  
Pietersma could not say where the bus was when the boy was discovered, or what condition he was 

in.  
The board issued a brief statement saying the child was found safe and returned to his mother’s 

care.  
Pietersma said the bus contractor is investigating what happened on its end. The board will look into 

what went wrong at the school level.  
Nancy Hanna, the school’s principal, was not available for comment Thursday.  
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