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Board approves renovation plan for
Mutchmor
A plan to renovate and expand Mutchmor Public School has been approved by Ottawa-Carleton
District School Board trustees.
A proposed addition at the Glebe school to meet requirements for full-day kindergarten would
contain nine classrooms, a new main office and library, while renovations would create three new
classrooms in the existing school.
The plan is expected to cost $7.5 million and staff are to continue discussions with the Ministry of
Education over an $871,821 shortfall in current funding.
The board approved the plans at its meeting Tuesday night. The project is challenging, staff say,
because it involves an addition on a heritage building, and additional structural work is needed, designs
face more stringent requirements, and various approvals must be obtained.
The project faces a “very tight timeline,” according to a staff report, with plans for a “switch” to take
place between staff and programs at First Avenue Public School and Mutchmor by September 2014.
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Hundreds of students at risk of
suspension
Must provide proof of immunization to health department
As many as 900 Ottawa high school students might currently be suspended for not providing proof
of immunizations required under provincial legislation, says the city’s public-health unit.
Ottawa Public Health began to send 5,457 letters late last month to parents who hadn’t provided
documentation to indicate that their children had received immunizations for diseases such as rubella,
measles and mumps. It was their third warning.
The letters give about a week for recipients to contact the health unit and provide the information,
said Eric Leclair, head of health information co-ordination for Ottawa Public Health. Under the
Immunization of School Pupils Act, the students face a suspension of 20 school days if proof isn’t given.
Such letters have been sent out since the enactment of the legislation, Leclair said, and the current
version of the Act dates back to 1990.
This year, letters were mailed a bit earlier than usual after school officials voiced concerns that later
letters line up with exam periods — a bad time for suspensions, said Leclair.
Public-health officials don’t have a precise number of students currently suspended because the
schools handle that and the feedback mechanism is slow, said Leclair.
Some schools also wait a few days before kicking in a suspension, though they’re required by law to
follow the order, he said.
A final batch of 815 letters was just sent out. Without counting those, 890 students from previous
batches remained on file with incomplete records and are “currently potentially suspended,” Leclair
stated in an email Wednesday evening.
In most cases, parents scramble to get the student immunized or to dig up and provide an
immunization record, he said.
Spokespeople with the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board and Ottawa Catholic School Board
didn’t immediately provide any suspension numbers on Wednesday.
Exemptions can be obtained for medical, religious or philosophical reasons, while the immunizations
can be obtained at family doctors’ offices or walk-in clinics.
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Vaccines: Most parents respond to
letter
‘To the parent or to the child that’s being suspended, it does seem harsh, but it’s something that’s been six, seven
months in the making.’ ERIC LECLAIR Ottawa Public Health

The public- health unit doesn’t have enough resources to assess immunization records for all
students in the city each year, and this year focused on 52,585 high school students, Leclair said.
Slightly fewer than 18,000 initial notification letters were sent in November and December, and a
second letter was mailed to 8,685 people around February, Leclair said.
The final batch of the thirdround letters was mailed on Wednesday and gives parents and students
until next Wednesday before a suspension would kick in.
“To the parent or to the child that’s being suspended, it does seem harsh, but it’s something that’s
been six, seven months in the making,” Leclair told the Citizen. “Most of the people that receive that
third letter do contact us in time and the suspension is lifted.”
More information is available at ottawa.ca/immunization, and public-health staff can be contacted
by phone at 613-5806744, ext. 24108, or on Twitter through @OttawaHealth.
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Report cites driver error after
student left on bus
Boy, 4, fell asleep during morning ride to school
A junior kindergarten student was left for hours alone on a school bus at the driver’s home because
the driver failed to do a required check and a teacher didn’t report the boy’s absence promptly,
according to a report released by the Upper Canada District School Board on Wednesday night.
David Coombs, superintendent of school effectiveness, delivered the report Wednesday to the board
after an investigation into how a Kemptville Public School junior kindergarten student was left alone on
the bus on March 21.
The four- year- old boy had fallen asleep on his morning ride to school and was left there unnoticed
by the driver who had failed to do a “sweep” of the bus before parking it at his home for the morning.
Just before 1 p.m., the driver found the boy when he returned to his bus to set up a seating plan for
the following day.
The investigation found that the driver, who works for a company under contract to Student
Transportation of Eastern Ontario, immediately called the boy’s mother and drove the child home.
But, the report said, the school never did notify the parents of the boy’s absence.
Attendance sheets are normally submitted by 9:15 a.m. but, while his teacher had noticed the boy
was not in class that day, she didn’t inform the office that he was missing until after 10 a.m. and, by
that time, the office administrator was busy with other tasks.
“Several things transpired on March 21st that allowed for this incident to occur,” says the threepage report.
Noting that there is a “wide discrepancy” as to how thoroughly schools check students’ safe arrival,
the report recommends that a “standardized format for safe arrival protocols” be in place by Sept. 1,
2013.
It also suggests a new Family Portal system, to be up and running for the 2013-’14 school year,
could help in school-home communication. But it stresses that schools will still need to speak to an
adult in cases of unexplained absence.
The report urges the Upper Canada board to install electronic “child check” systems in all of its
school buses by September 2013, and video cameras by September 2014.
“As much as I’d like to say we do it right most days, it’s not all right to do it wrong even once,” said
the school board’s chair, Greg Pietersma, at the time.
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