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Students to learn about history of First World War 

The Vimy Foundation is looking to a new education centre and programs aimed at high school 
students to preserve the legacy of Canada’s First World War veterans.  

On April 4, the foundation will host its third annual Vimy reception at 42 Sussex Dr., the residence 
of the French ambassador, to raise funds for its educational programs.  

The group was buoyed by Finance Minister Jim Flaherty’s budget pledge last week of $5 million for 
the foundation, the main fundraiser for the progressive education facility at the Vimy memorial in 
France.  

“We’ve been advocating for a new centre for some time,” said Vimy board member Bruce Burrows. 
“We really need a world-class centre to go with the world-class memorial.”  

The donation brings the foundation a big step closer to its goal of raising $20 million for the centre, 
said executive director Nicholas Alexandris.  

After the death of Canada’s last known First World War veteran, the foundation is calling for others 
to tell their stories.  

The group’s Beaverbrook prize awards high school students a visit to the Vimy monument, which 
was designed by Canadian sculptor Walter Seymour Allward.  

“We hope once the students return from France that they can become Vimy ambassadors and share 
their experiences with those in their classrooms and communities,” said Alexandris.  

The theme for the fundraising reception is Vimy and the arts.  
Julian Smith, co-leader of the international conservation team for the Vimy monument, will deliver a 

keynote address on the artistic vision of the cenotaph. In 2005 the monument was closed for major 
restorations. Smith oversaw the $30-million project to repair the weather-damaged structure.  

The medal worn by King Edward VIII at the memorial’s 1936 unveiling will be on display, and the 
Ottawa School of Dance will present a specially commissioned ballet.  

The not-for-profit foundation also runs the Vimy: Canada Coming of Age program and the Vimy-
REAL virtual education program. Recently it was involved in getting an image of the Vimy monument on 
the new $20 bill.  

The foundation expects more than 250 guests, including government officials and diplomats, at the 
reception. Tickets are $200 each and can be purchased through www.vimyfoundation.ca.  
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Total is $334,000 over the top 

The United Way announced Monday that it has surpassed its 2012 campaign goal by more than 
$330,000.  

The United Way campaign for 2012 raised more than its fundraising goal — $30,334,000. 

The total raised so far is $30,334,000 with a few days to go before the campaign officially wraps up 
on March 31. The campaign goal set back in September was $30 million.  

At a press conference at United Way headquarters, board chair James McCracken said the $30-
million goal was more “realistic” and reflected what the community was able to contribute given the 
tough economic times.  

This year, the campaign cochairs were Ottawa city Councillor Mathieu Fleury and Majic 100 
personality Angie Poirier, who said they tried to bring better awareness of United Way through social 
media.  

The campaign was extended this year for the first time from 10 weeks to six months.  
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More than 1,000 workplaces were involved in the 2012 campaign, including Innovapost and PCL 
Construction, which raised $183,000 and $113,000 respectively. The federal government’s Workplace 
Charitable Campaign raised $22,257,000 in the national capital region.  

Extending the campaign until the end of March, rather than finishing in early December, helped to 
bring in more donations, said McCracken.  

“We’ve raised four million dollars in the last couple of months by calling lapsed donors and through 
other workplace campaigns which begin in January. It was always our goal to do that and this wasn’t 
something that we decided halfway through the campaign,” he said.  

He said a big push will be made in the remaining days to bring up the final fundraising total.  
Poirier said it is bittersweet to be leaving the campaign.  
“It was crazy busy, but it was such a fun time,” said Poirier, adding she enjoyed being a co-chair 

with Fleury.  
She said they used social media this year to reach out to more young people and it seemed to have 

worked.  
“We did a lot more videos on Twitter and Facebook and we tried to use that to appeal to a younger 

generation. A lot of people that didn’t even know (about the United Way) were re-tweeting tweets and 
commenting on videos, saying that we brought a sense of humour to the campaign with our goofy 
videos.  

“More people were asking me about it, and I was surprised how many people didn’t really know 
what the United Way did,” she said.  

“A lot of people want to get involved but just didn’t know how. Now it’s on their radar.”  
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