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Dernier adieu à Claudette Boyer

Sébastien Pierroz

Publié le 26 Février 2013  
Sébastien Pierroz  

Ils étaient quelque 300 à s'être réunis pour 
rendre un dernier hommage à Claudette Boyer 
à la paroisse Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes ce matin.

Dans la foule, on pouvait apercevoir notamment le maire d'Ottawa Jim Watson, la ministre déléguée aux Affaires
francophones Madeleine Meilleur, le député fédéral d'Ottawa-Vanier Mauril Bélanger ou encore son homologue 
d'Ottawa-Orléans Royal Galipeau.  

Au cours d'une cérémonie sobre mais touchante, l'animatrice Ginette Gratton a rendu un hommage émouvant à 
Mme Boyer: «Claudette nous obligeait à nous surpasser tout le temps (…), elle luttait encore et toujours (…), elle
a allumé la petite étincelle dans le cœur de chacun.»  

Le début de la cérémonie fut l'occasion pour le petit-fils et la fille de Claudette Boyer de déclarer vouloir suivre 
l'exemple de leur parente.  

L'ancienne directrice générale de l'Association des communautés francophones d'Ottawa (ACFO) s'était éteinte 
voilà dix jours, emportée par une hémorragie intracrânienne.  

Bien connue dans la communauté francophone d'Ottawa, Mme Cousineau, 75 ans, ancienne présidente de 
l'Association canadienne française de l'Ontario de 2004 à 2006, assure pour l'instant l'intérim de Mme Boyer 
jusqu'à la désignation d'un nouveau directeur général prochainement. 
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OTTAWA CITIZEN 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board has asked police to investigate whether someone 
intended to harm students who suffered chemical burns after sitting on toilet seats in the washroom of 
an Orléans elementary school.  

Though the board initially suggested that residual cleaning disinfectant on the toilet seats was what 
caused some students to develop blisters on their behinds on two separate occasions, an investigation 
was unable to prove that theory, said spokeswoman Sharlene Hunter.  

“While that may still be the cause, we are investigating other possible causes,” Hunter said in an 
email. “As part of our investigation, we have contacted the police to discuss mischief as a possible 
cause.” The school has also “enhanced supervision” of the washroom and is now keeping a log of each 
time a student uses it, Hunter added. Before the two incidents at the school, there was a similar 
incident in April 2012 at the adjoining daycare operated by the YMCA that was not reported to the 
board, Hunter said. The irst incident at the school in November 2012 involved a single child. Then in 
February, six little girls complained of itchiness. A superintendent said some parents sent in photos that 
showed blistering similar to a bad sunburn.  
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Public servants warned of potential leaks 

The federal department charged with overseeing cyber-security has warned its workers to think 
twice before sending a BlackBerry message, suggesting that the device believed to be the most secure 
in the world is more vulnerable than users may believe.  

The one-page policy memo from Public Safety Canada, updated in mid-January, attempts to 
dissuade government BlackBerry users from sending a PIN-to-PIN message largely because it could be 
read by any BlackBerry user, anywhere in the world. The messages are “the most vulnerable method of 
communicating on a BlackBerry,” a Public Safety Canada presentation says.  

The documents, released to Postmedia News under the access to information act, say PIN-to-PIN 
messaging isn’t “suitable for exchanging sensitive messages” because protected or classified 
information could be inadvertently leaked, or a mobile user could inadvertently download malware or 
viruses that would compromise their phone.  

Almost two-thirds of federal government mobile users in Canada use the BlackBerry, with the 
remaining one-third using either Apple’s iPhone or Google’s Android. The concentration of BlackBerry 
users is even more pronounced among federal politicians, with most cabinet ministers opting to use the 
Canadian-made device. Even NDP leader Tom Mulcair has said he carries an extra BlackBerry battery to 
keep his mobile device from dying during the day.  

Political staffers use the device as well, regularly sending PIN-toPIN messages and emails as 
government business has progressively migrated to mobile devices.  

“Although PIN-to-PIN messages are encrypted, the key used is a global cryptographic ‘ key’ that is 
common to every BlackBerry device all over the world,” the memo reads. “Any BlackBerry device can 
potentially decrypt all PIN-to-PIN messages sent by any other BlackBerry device.”  

The PIN, or Personal Identification Number, is an electronic address given to a particular device. 
When a user turns in the device, the PIN stays with the device and doesn’t follow the user to a new 
BlackBerry. Any BlackBerry the government decides to reuse therefore “may expose information to 
compromise,” the memo reads, because messages may be sent to the wrong person.  

There is also the threat that sending messages outside government firewalls and security filters 
could lead to a user opening a virus attached with a PIN message.  

“PIN-to-PIN messaging bypasses all corporate email security filters, and thus users may become 
vulnerable to viruses and malware code as well as spam messages if their PIN becomes known to 
unauthorized third parties,” the memo warns.  

The document is one among others released to Postmedia News, all pressing the point that 
protecting information must be a priority. It also shows how far the department goes in tracking 
sensitive information on portable data devices, with devices colour-coded so workers know what types 
of sensitive, protected or secret information are on devices and can follow protocols for wiping 
information from devices, or destroying them entirely.  

Public Safety Canada’s records and activities are “among (the) most sensitive in government,” 
according to a security presentation, and the “potential for controversy is high.” A bullet point on one of 
the presentation slides says that “public confidence in the minister and (department) depends to a 
great extent on how well information is protected at all levels.”  

Among the security suggestions in the presentation: “Cellular telephones/BlackBerrys/PDAs are not 
secure and are frequently monitored by amateurs and professionals alike.” The next point says that 
PIN-to-PIN messaging “is the most vulnerable method of communicating on a BlackBerry” because 
“messages can be easily intercepted.”  
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L'équipe de soccer d'Ottawa dévoile son nom

archives

Publié le 26 Février 2013  
Sébastien Pierroz  

Le nom officiel de la nouvelle équipe d'Ottawa 
qui évoluera dans la Ligue nord-américaine de 
soccer (NASL) sera le Fury FC d'Ottawa.

Annoncée par L'OSEG (Ottawa Sports and Entertainment Group), la décision résulte en réalité d'une 
consultation auprès des amateurs de soccer d'Ottawa lors d'une campagne visant à trouver un nom au cours de 
laquelle plus de 4 000 suggestions ont été proposées.  

«Nous avons reçu d'excellentes suggestions et après de nombreuses délibérations, aucun nom ne pouvait 
surpasser le Fury d'Ottawa qui associe déjà Ottawa au succès remporté sur le terrain et à la stabilité en dehors 
du terrain partout en Amérique du Nord», explique John Pugh, le président du Fury FC d'Ottawa.  

Selon Bill Peterson, le commissaire de la NASL, «la marque Fury d'Ottawa est bien respectée autant au Canada 
qu'aux États-Unis (…) et j'ai déjà hâte de voir cette tradition se poursuivre au niveau élite lorsque le Fury FC 
d'Ottawa fera son premier coup d'envoi au nouveau parc Lansdowne en 2014.»  

M. Pugh fait d'ailleurs le pari de la jeunesse et du parc Lansdowne pour les années à venir: «Le soccer est le 
sport qui est le plus pratiqué par les jeunes partout dans la région, donc nous savons qu'ils le comprennent et 
l'adorent déjà. Le nouveau parc Lansdowne nous donnera l'occasion de faire participer et de divertir les 
amateurs à plusieurs niveaux.»  

Le Fury va bientôt lancer une campagne pour les amateurs de soccer d'Ottawa en vue de choisir le logo officiel 
que l'équipe portera pour les générations à venir. Les détails de ce concours seront dévoilés dans quelques 
semaines.  

Rappelons que le volet féminin du Fury a remporté le championnat nord-américain de la W-League en juillet 
dernier. Le volet masculin a remporté le championnat de division à trois reprises au cours des quatre dernières 
saisons alors que le volet garçon de l'Académie des jeunes du Fury a été classé premier en Amérique du Nord 
au cours des deux dernières années parmi les clubs de la ligue Supe. 
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Re: Schools face more extracurricular woes, Feb. 26.  

As a one-time school teacher in Sudbury and father of two former school teachers in Ottawa, I know 
that extracurriculars really means unpaid overtime. And I think that should end.  

If you work for the government, you receive extra pay for overtime. Same thing if you work in a 
factory. Most parents who vilify teachers for the lack of extracurriculars collect overtime in their own 
jobs, yet they think that people who take on the noble job of teaching should work for free. I did. So 
did my offspring. But that was then.  

If extracurriculars are to continue they should do so with paid workers, be they teachers or people 
in the community. Times change. So should school board policies.  
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Many lost credits and their money 

A former Ottawa schoolteacher has lost his certification over a business he ran that left students 
thousands of dollars out of pocket and without promised school credits, causing some not to graduate 
on time.  

An Ontario College of Teachers’ discipline committee found Marc Paul J. Bourgon — who taught 
English and geography at South Carleton High School in Richmond and Earl of March High School in 
Ottawa — guilty of professional misconduct.  

The committee found Bourgon encouraged students to participate in adventure trips through a 
company he operated, Educational Tectonic Adventures Inc., and promised them course credits for 
participating when he knew, or should have known, the trips were not endorsed by the schools or board 
as credit equivalents. Additionally, when trips were cancelled, he failed to give students back their 
money.  

The committee revoked Bourgon’s certificate of qualification and registration in a decision issued 
Nov. 20, 2012.  

“The member put his own interests above those of his students by taking their money, their hopes 
and their dreams,” the panel stated in a written decision Dec. 7. “The memories the students have are 
not the ones they signed up for.   
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“He brought the profession into disrepute through his actions. He used his position as a teacher to 
exploit students and their families for his own financial gain and compromised public confidence in the 
public education system.”  

According to the decision, the events in question occurred from about 2004 to 2007. In promotional 
material for its “Western Experience 2006 ” trip to Banff, which was presented to a South Carleton 
class, ETA advised that it had been given permission by the Ontario Ministry of Education “to certify this 
course as being acceptable for the granting of a Senior Social Science credit.”  

Former South Carleton principal Barry Bickerton appeared at the hearing, testifying that at least two 
students had to return to the school after the nonexistent credit left them one shy of graduating, 
forcing them to delay their graduation by a year. The students only learned on graduation day that they 
would not graduate with their friends.  

Bickerton described an instance when Bourgon was assigned as a substitute teacher. Bickerton said 
that instead of giving students the assignment laid out in explicit instructions by the regular teacher, 
Bourgon showed the class an ETA promotional video. At a followup meeting, in which Bickerton told 
Bourgon he was in conflict, Bourgon said he had no affiliation with ETA. Several months later, Bourgon 
said he was reaffiliated with the company.  

Bickerton also stated that as a result of Bourgon’s actions, the school was facing a class-action 
lawsuit involving 79 parents seeking refunds of money paid to ETA.  

Bourgon is facing a similar lawsuit.  
One parent, who in 2007 took Bourgon to small claims court, received a judgment against him, but 

was not able to recover the funds and eventually abandoned her efforts to do so.  
“Parents send their children to school with the expectation that they can trust their teachers and 

that students are properly educated,” the panel’s decision continued. “(Bourgon) abused this trust and 
his behaviour is both disgraceful and dishonourable.”  

The Ottawa- Carleton District School Board verified on Tuesday that it no longer employs Bourgon.  
“When the District became aware of a possible conflict of interest, we conducted a fulsome 

investigation and filed a formal complaint with the Ontario College of Teachers,” said the board’s 
superintendent of human resources Janice McCoy. “The Ottawa- Carleton District School Board has a 
detailed Conflict of Interest Policy and requires all employees to adhere to this policy as a condition of 
employment.  

“The Ontario College of Teachers has concluded its investigation and Mr. Bourgon’s Certificate of 
Teaching has been revoked.  

“We have confidence in the three-member panel of the Discipline and Investigation Committee that 
rendered this decision.”  

According to the OCT website, Bourgon earned a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Ottawa in 
1978 and a Bachelor of Education from Queen’s and his Ontario Teacher’s Certificate that same year.  

Bourgon received glowing reviews on websites collecting teacher ratings. In May 1998, the then-MP 
for Nepean-Carleton, David Pratt, stood up in question period and spoke of Bourgon’s and his students’ 
efforts to promote Canadian unity.  

The college’s registry indicates Bourgon retired May 21, 2009. He was informed on Aug. 6 of that 
year the college would hold a disciplinary hearing into his conduct.  

After seeking and receiving numerous adjournments of the proceedings, Bourgon failed to appear at 
the November 2012 proceeding, and did not send representation.  

The website for his company, meanwhile, is no longer active, and Bourgon could not be reached for 
comment.  
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