










Ledroit celebrates 100 years  
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A CENTURY OF FRANCOPHONE VOICES Newspaper born out of 
discrimination played a large role in changing Ontario law, writes CHLOé 
FEDIO. 

It’s been more than 100 years since the Ontario government issued the inflammatory Regulation 17 
that banned the teaching of French beyond primary grades at provincial schools.  

LeDroit editor and publisher Jacques Pronovost celebrates the newspaper’s centennial with 
Wednesday’s commemorative edition. 

The initial response from Franco-Ontarians was outrage, but less than a year later they launched a 
newspaper of their own to make sure their voices were heard.  

The first edition of LeDroit was published on March 27, 1913 — a six-page paper with a clear tone 
that Franco-Ontarians were not going to give up their language.  

In celebration of its centennial, LeDroit publishes a 144-page supplement on Wednesday about the 
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history of the newspaper and the controversial provincial policy.  
“Lots of the stories are about the importance of the founding of the paper,” LeDroit president and 

editor Jacques Pronovost said Tuesday. “It’s was really engaged in the defence of the French language 
and French education.”  

Regulation 17 was issued by a ministerial order in June 1912 under Ontario Premier James Whitney. 
It designated English as the language of instruction and communication in all Ontario schools.  
The regulation was modified to allow French to be taught at bilingual schools in 1927 after more 

than two decades of protest and lobbying.  
LeDroit played a large role in rallying people together, Pronovost said.  
In 100 years, the newspaper’s circulation has grown from 10,000 to 36,500.  
“Now, it’s a paper that’s more independent and less engaged in the battle, but it’s still a newspaper 

that engages in those debates and movements for French-language rights,” Pronovost said.  
The newspaper was initially put together above a garage on York Street, where printing presses, 

journalists and other employees were crammed into an 800-square-foot space.   
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Ledroit: Seminar Wednesday  
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It soon moved production to larger office on George and Dalhousie streets before eventually 
building a headquarters at 98 George St., home now to the first Giant Tiger.  

LeDroit was purchased by the media group Gesca in 2001, joining a network of French-language 
newspapers in Quebec that includes Montreal’s LaPresse.  

Despite a growing readership in Gatineau, its headquarters remain in Ottawa’s ByWard Market, on 
Clarence Street, in honour of its “Franco-Ontarian roots,” Pronovost said.  

Pronovost will be talk about the history of LeDroit at a seminar dedicated to francophone media in 
Canada on Wednesday at the University of Ottawa.  

For more information, visit http://www.crccf.uottawa.ca/Programme _  
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Teachers’ 
union has change of heart on the 
extras  
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1
TORONTO The union representing Ontario public elementary teachers says it’s suspending its advice 

to members to not participate in voluntary or extracurricular activities.  
Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario President Sam Hammond says the extracurricular ban is 

being lifted in light of progress made in talks with the government.  
Hammond said the talks will continue and ETFO is confident that the government has demonstrated 

a commitment to dealing with concrete items of importance to its members.  
Premier Kathleen Wynne says she’s with the union’s move and hopes teachers and support staff will 

return to participating in after-school activities and programs.  
In a statement, Wynne called it a great indication of “the hard work all parties are putting into the 

repair of this valued relationship.”  
The teachers withdrew from extracurricular activities to protest legislation that was used to force a 

contract on them in January.  
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