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DAYCARE DILEMMA
A Public Works decision to cancel its subsidy of a not-for-profit child care
centre has parents scrambling.
Parents at a daycare that largely looks after children of federal public servants are weighing their
options after Public Works said it will stop paying the rent.

JULIE OLIVER/OTTAWA CITIZEN

Kristian Marleau, with daughter, Amelie, 3, is board president at Tupper Tots Daycare on
Riverside Drive. Parents are considering moving the daycare.
The not-for-profit Tupper Tots Daycare has operated out of the Sir Charles Tupper building at 2720
Riverside Dr., near Heron Road, for almost two decades. It’s associated with Public Works and
Government Services Canada, which has provided a subsidy to cover rent under a Treasury Board
policy for workplace daycare centres.
Parents of 50 children love the bilingual daycare and its staff, said Kristian Marleau, president of its
board of directors. They pay market rates — $1,067 a month for toddlers, $881 for preschoolers — to
cover operational costs such as salaries, play equipment and food, he said.
They’ve been told, however, that Public Works intends to stop covering rent costs, which the
department puts at more than $224,000 a year. The department has said it’s no longer the lead tenant
in the building and few, if any, of its employees use the daycare.
Other departments whose employees have children at the daycare, such as Health Canada, the
Canada Revenue Agency, and the Department of National Defence, have declined to assume the costs.
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Health Canada, the building’s main tenant, said Friday that use of the daycare by its employees has
been “limited,” with eight children at the daycare. DND said “a number” of its employees use the
daycare “on their own terms,” and the building is occupied by other departments. The Canada Revenue
Agency referred questions to Public Works.
It leaves a volunteer parent board of directors that usually takes care of things such as toy budgets
and play park improvements with the task of deciding to significantly hikes fees to pay the rent or move
the daycare, said Marleau.
Public Works first gave notice to the board in June 2012, saying funding would continue until June
30 of this year, in recognition of the “complexity” of finding a different funding source or relocating.
(The notice was withdrawn in July 2012, when Public Works stated it was “exploring options to address
the funding issue,” but the board was told this past January that the department “will no longer
continue to pay the rent.”)
The department has since agreed to continue funding until Dec. 31, and parents are trying to decide
what to do. In a survey this week, most recommended the daycare move.
The daycare has been around since 1994 and has lived up to obligations under the Treasury Board
policy by demonstrating that it is financially self-supporting (apart from the rent and a federally
subsidized fit-up of the space) and ensuring that at least 70 per cent of children at the daycare have a
parent who works for the government, said Marleau, a Canada Post employee with a daughter at the
daycare.
The policy is silent on what happens in a case where the associated department no longer wants to
cover costs for a well-established, well-used facility, he argued.
A letter sent to Marleau in March from Caroline Weber, assistant deputy minister in the corporate
services and strategic policy branch of Public Works, stated that the “establishment and continued
support for a daycare is optional (it is not an obligation) and the decision rests with the deputy head.
“We have consulted with all of the departments whose employees are parents using your daycare
facility. The 15 consulted departments have all clearly indicated that they are not willing or able to
contribute to the rent for the daycare,” Weber wrote.
The board had until the end of April to say that it would either leave the space after Dec. 31 or
provide a written commitment and proof of financial resources to cover annual rent of $224,000
starting in January 2014.
The board chose the latter option in order to keep the space while it looks for somewhere else,
Marleau said. Still, the rent amount being proposed is “grossly excessive” and based on charges for
office space, not special purpose space, he said.
The proposed rent has been knocked down to about $209,000, Marleau said, but that wouldn’t
include cleaning or maintenance and would still result in a significant cost increase for parents.
“It’s not acceptable, but that doesn’t mean we’re not going to pay rent, because our objective here
is to make sure that Tupper Tots is still around.”
The board is looking at the possibility of relocating to a former elementary school a little more than
two kilometres away, at 1000 Brookfield Rd. That would likely come with estimated rent costs of about
$94,000 a year, as well as onetime fit-up and relocation expenses of about $120,000, he said.
A move would also present risks, Marleau said. There’s a need to get relicensed, and it’s unclear
whether the daycare could retain its 55 licensed spots. There are also questions about whether parents
would stick with the daycare if it changed locations, he said.
Under either option, parents would be in for a rate hike, he said, anything from about $300 to $500
a month. But moving appears to be more sustainable, he said.
“We absolutely can’t lose Tupper Tots in the south end. It’s so vitally important,” Marleau said,
adding that finding bilingual or French care in the area is especially difficult.

“Certainly if you were to lose 50 to 55 spots, it would just be, in my opinion, a monumental
disaster.”
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Anti-bullying program in works
Laureen Harper, Allan Hubley to unveil plan Monday at his late son’s school
The suicide of 15-year-old Jamie Hubley in the fall of 2011 hit his community hard, but personal
connections sent the heartache reverberating through the halls of Parliament Hill and the Ontario
legislature, too.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HUBLEY FAMILY

Kanata South Coun. Allan Hubley is shown with his son, 15-year-old James Hubley, who
committed suicide in 2011.
Hubley, a openly gay student who had been bullied throughout his school years, was the son of
Coun. Allan Hubley, a politician with friends on the federal and provincial political circles.
Hubley, the prime minister’s wife Laureen Harper and Heritage Minister James Moore were set to
announce on Monday a national antibullying and anti-discrimination program at the late teen’s former
school.
The program, according to government sources, will be set up through the Canadian Red Cross. The
idea is to have thousands of young people trained to deliver anti-bullying workshops in their
communities, and promise to reach at least 20 other kids.
“Our government wants to ensure that our young people have the resources they need to prevent
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bullying, cyberbullying and discrimination,” an official said on condition of anonymity.
Jamie Hubley had been a figure skater, and was the only openly gay student at A.Y. Jackson High
School.
His father said Jamie suffered from depression, and was bullied throughout his life. He has
advocated for more front-line services for bullied children since his son’s death.
“He just wanted someone to love him. That’s all,” Allan Hubley told CBC News in 2011. “And what’s
wrong with that? Why do people have to be cruel to our children when all they want to do is be loved?”
Hubley’s death was part of the impetus for a provincial bill that introduced tougher sanctions for
bullies, and protection for teens who want to set up gay-straight alliances in their schools.
At the time, some groups denounced the bill as infringing on religious freedoms.
Jamie Hubley had tried to start an anti-discrimination Rainbow Club at his school, but his father said
the posters were torn down and he was called vicious names in the hallways and online.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com | Copyright and protected by applicable law.
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Zita Oliveria and herson Noa,10,are baffled asto whyhiscoach gotplayersto take shelterfrom a thunderstorm ...by
standing underneath trees.Doug Hempstead/Ottawa Sun
An Ottawa mom is outraged after being kicked off a soccer field because she and her son wouldn’t take shelter under trees
during a thunderstorm.
Zita Oliveria and her son Noa, 10, were at a South Keys soccer pitch on Wednesday evening as dark clouds began to close
in, thunder sounded and lightning could be seen in the distance.
Oliveria said at one point the coaches decided to round the kids up under the trees bordering the field. She said she was
dumbfounded that anyone would suggest that given the approaching lightning.
“I learned that in school, I think we all kind of did,” she said of proper storm precautions. “(The tree) is the highest point,
it conducts electricity.”
Oliveria refused the coach’s order, keeping her son with her and a close eye on the approaching storm, which ended up
passing by the area.
The coach, she said, told her: “You cannot be here, you have to be where we tell everyone else to be.”
The conversation got heated to the point where several other coaches approached.
“You have to leave if you’re not going to do what you’re told,” Oliveria said she was told.
Even a parent approached and asked her why she was being “so irrational and difficult.”
She said the coach also told her the field was private because the team rented it from the city, and she was therefore
breaking the law by refusing their direction.
“Next think you know I have four or five of them (coaches) around me,” she said. “None of them were listening, they kept
asking ‘are you above the law’?”
“Take your son and leave,” Oliveria said the coaches told her.
She’s not sure if Noa will be welcomed back as she hasn’t been able to reach anyone at the South Keys Greenboro
Community Association, which runs the league.
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Oliveria said she is both shocked and concerned that so many people didn’t consider the dangers of hiding under a tree
when lightning is nearby.
“I was ganged up on because I refused to stand under the trees for my own safety reasons,” said Oliveria, adding she felt
she was bullied by the coaches. “It’s bizarre and that’s what concerned me the most.”
Twitter: @chrishofley
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Forthe fourth time in the pasttwo weeks,thousandsofQuebec parentsare being taken hostage Thursdaybydaycare
workerswho have eightpaid weeksofholidaya year,earn more than $19 an hourand now wantan 11% incom e increase.
(Shutterstock)
When did staying home to raise your own children become the Mercedes-Benz of options?
Late last week, the Institute of Marriage and Family Canada released a poll showing 76% of Canadians believe it is best for
children under six to be at home with a parent.
In short, no matter how good the daycare provider, Canadians believe small children are better off with their parents.
If that’s not possible, they prefer a home-like environment.
Some called the results a no-brainer.
Wouldn’t everyone prefer a Mercedes to a KIA or a Ford?
It may be best, they said, but realistically, most Canadians just can’t afford it.
This sentiment implies two things.
The first is that staying home with small children is a luxury.
Secondly, as with all luxury items, it implies that staying home with small children isn’t terribly important.
It’s like 16-way power adjustable heated seats or voice-controlled GPS; nice to have, but not necessary.
These thoughts build on stereotypes that are neither true, nor particularly fair.
First of all, many parents who are classified as “both working full-time” are often juggling their schedules to allow one
parent to always be at home with the kids.
We have no evidence that only wealthy families are staying home with children.
We do have evidence from Quebec, the only province with a highly subsidized provincial daycare plan, that higher income
earners benefit more from the program than low-income earners.
Public policy today preferentially funds one form of care: Daycare spaces.
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By doing so, it excludes other options.
If parents find it increasingly hard for a parent to stay home with small kids, it’s not by accident.
Seventy percent of Albertans, 65% of Quebecers and 57% of Ontarians in our poll said they’d like funding to go directly to
parents, instead of systems or spaces.
Yet provincial governments worry about expanding daycare spaces, instead of funding families.
They do so on a number of faulty claims.
They claim early learning programs are better for kids. They claim that pint-sized people are launched to Chris Hadfield
heights through early learning.
They claim children in daycare improve their vocabularies, among other skills.
They feed into parental anxiety over child socialization.
Yet there’s research they don’t cite.
Young children don’t need programs to be socialized, they need strong attachment figures.
Check out Dr. Gordon Neufeld’s book Hold On to Your Kids for more information on this concept.
Studies further show that the educational benefits fade in the medium to long term.
For example, if your child excelled in preschool, don’t necessarily assume he or she will also be graduating summa cum
laude from Yale.
Finally, even in light of skyrocketing costs in Quebec, studies have gauged the quality of care to be poor.
Not a terribly impressive return on investment.
To return to the initial question: Is a parent at home the Mercedes-Benz of child-care choices?
Perhaps.
After all, parents offer high-quality care and the benefits last a long time.
It’s just too bad government so often gets in the way of trading up.
— Andrea Mrozek is the Executive Director of the Institute of Marriage and Family Canada. The new poll can be found at
www.imfcanada.org/daycaredesires
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Modernize sex education, Wynne
urged
Ontario high school curriculum hasn’t changed since 1999
Ontario students have waited long enough for a revised health and sexual education curriculum, say
advocates who are renewing their demand of Premier Kathleen Wynne to release the updated document
her predecessor Dalton McGuinty shelved amid controversy more than three years ago.
Both Wynne and Education Minister Liz Sandals have said the government is committed to having a
current, relevant and age-appropriate curriculum, and that it wants to hold consultations with parents
and other key parties.
But that hasn’t happened yet, and Sandals’ office said in a statement Sunday that no timelines have
been set for future talks.
That’s not good enough for students, parents and teachers who have been hearing the same
message since 2010, says Chris Markham, executive director of the Ontario Physical and Health
Education Association (OPHEA).
“Students, parents and teachers have waited long enough,” he said in an interview. “Premier Wynne
made a commitment to move forward, so we’re just really trying to take it to that next stage.”
OPHEA will release a trio of reports on Monday to underscore how important the association believes
it is to update a curriculum introduced in 1998. One of the reports claims that every province except
Ontario has updated its sex ed curriculum since 2000.
Another — which is based on an online survey conducted in April by Environics Research — says 93
per cent of parents surveyed want the updated curriculum to be introduced. A majority of parents also
believe that sex ed should be taught in schools and most prefer the classroom over other potential
sources of information on sexual health, such as peers, the Internet or social media.
And yet, OPHEA says 10 per cent of the revised elementary school curriculum used today — the
components that address human development and sexual health — continue to gather dust on a shelf
at Queen’s Park. It was introduced in April 2010 after two years of development, but quickly withdrawn
by McGuinty after some parents, outspoken critics and sensationalized media coverage caused a stir.
Meanwhile, the revised curriculum for high school students has never seen the light of day, so
students are taught material introduced in 1999 — years before cyberbullying, sexting and Facebook
were part of high school life.
“What we don’t want to see happen is what happened in 2010,” Markham said.
OPHEA’s latest reports attempt to dispel some commonly-held myths about sex ed programs, such
as the suggestion they may be responsible for increasing the frequency of sexual behaviour — which
studies have shown they are not, and in fact often delay or decrease sexual activity.
Markham said he doesn’t doubt Wynne’s sincerity about wanting to move the issue forward, but
noted that after three years and little development, he’d like to see concrete action, including the
release of the curriculum this fall.
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“The last couple of times that media has asked the minister of education when consultations or
whatever they need to do to finalize the curriculum (are) going to happen, she has not been clear about
a timeline or a process,” he said.
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