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(http://metronews.ca/author/trevorgreenway/)By Trevor Greenway (http://metronews.ca/author/trevorgreenway/)

High school students at Collège catholique Samuel-Genest (http://samuel-genest.ecolecatholique.ca/) will
learn first hand what it takes to create electricity when the Ottawa Renewable Energy Co-op (OREC)
(http://ottawarenewableenergycoop.com/) installs a series of solar panels on the rooftop of the school.

Science teacher Josée Batista can’t wait to start using the renewable energy system in her classes –
especially the electricity portion of her Grade 9 class.

“There is a lot of talk about electricity consumption, how do we produce electricity, renewable energy,
non-renewable energy and students will be able to use this data, because there will be monitors in the
hallway,” said Batista. “I am for sure going to be using the data.”

CONTRIBUTED/Guillaume BouchardA worker installs solar panels on one of Ottawa Renewable
Energy Coop's rooftop solar panel projects.

(http://adserver.adtechus.com/adlink/5280/1267598/0/16/AdId=5068519;BnId=1;itime=838452981;key=ottawa+ottawa+solar-
electricity+909182;nodecode=yes;link=)
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The school agreed to rent the roof to OREC for $7,500 a year for the next 20 years, but more than the
money is the educational opportunity students at the school will be offered. Batista said she expects the
rooftop project to engage the students in understanding what kind of impact they alone can have on
energy consumption.

“I think it’s important for them to know that it is not easy producing electricity, but we depend on it a lot,”
Batista said. “But there are ways of reducing our consumption by raising awareness and making them
realize that a 45-minute shower is not the idea.”

OREC Operations manager Janice Ashworth said the system will produce 91,500-kilowatt hours per year,
or, enough energy to power a small community street for a year.

Ashworth said the project will generate about $65,000 of revenue every year and the energy created will
go directly to powering the community surrounding the school.

“For us, it’s a perfect marriage as well, because a good chunk of or mandate and our motivation to create
this cooperative was to provide that awareness opportunity to engage people in Ottawa in their
renewable energy future,” said Ashworth, adding that OREC has six other solar rooftop projects across the
city.

More from Ottawa: (http://metronews.ca/news/ottawa/)
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